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/” To Tas 
\ Right Honourable 


Vicounteſs Ranalaugh. 


And the Honourable = 
Rozerr BorLs, Eſq; 


Executors of the Laſt' Will of 
the SI Honourable * Mary , 
Counteſs Dowager of Warwick, 


Right Honourable Madam , 
and Truly Hononrable Sir. 


| 'T Obedience to the re- 
peated Commands 1 
| have received, ( for (0 


T fball always effeem - your Re- 
ques) from both your Honours, 
ro publifh the Sermon , { was by 
the ſame Authority engaged to 
' BPreach ar the Funeral of that 
Excellent Lady, the Genuine S7- 
= A 2 fter_ + 


Wo ee 


| . "The Epiſtle Dedicatory. # 
| fer of your Vertue, as well: as th 
E- Germane'S7/7er of your Blood ; 
| had not been guilty of theſe fen 
| weeks delays, had not the indiſps 


( 

/ 

7 
ſition which began to ſeize me at, 
/ 

0 

h 


| fs, nzar and perplexing; a ftroky, 
| and under which I laboured all 
| the time of my preparations , an, 
E in the hour of its delivery, conti 
| nued ufftn me many days after 
4 


An Effeit ſo natural to ſo preſſing 
a cauſe , that I know not whetheſy 
the health of my body could hav! 
! confiſted with the ſoundneſs of m 
hh mind, «#der ſuch an mr php | 
' mn: bonumdoſs to the Church of God, and w 


quo dn poor ſelf '-in particular. | 2, 
Fruits ſu- * rs I 4 

| But what I was conſt ngine dt; 
2US, Et te | g © 


am Cete- 


ris noſcen: fgnore preſent to you both, 5witfiN 
dum. 1mi- 
tandumq, 


plenius 
dejcribe- 
rem. S. 


Hier. Ep. 


defer a while , I now rwllto © 
all humble obfervance ; and un 1 de 
,your favourable protettion to. tiſw 
eye of the, World.. The. Sermapc 
zs ſuch, almoft verbatum , as Miſſga 


20. Epira-haſty aud ' ſickly preparatiolſhe 


plum would thenallow: Her Ladyſhifffvi 
wdue. | Char act DY 


he The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
d ;ECharafter , 7 confeſs is much” en- 
enlarged , that I might fomewhat: 
pomore fully , than thoſe ftreights 
' atof time would fuffer me, propound 
Kkelflzo the knowledge and imitation 
Wof others , that good we had the Grandes 
andghappineſs to enjoy ſo long , and pom phy 
tier too ſhort a time: - , paroa nem” 
er 7 am conſcious to my: ſelf of ſuſtinent. 
ſing: he great diſproportion berwixr 5, HP 
elmy Performance and her merit, tra vires 
avlfor which my Apology is that of Ja ſuc- | 
' St. Jerome, weak Parts cannot endins-” 
Nolfuſtain great Matters, &c. Teaque magis © 
{ wil;/bis is a Fate muſt have aeditgef 0 
quod di- ' 
Hy attended , whoever had been codumeſt 
4#F/:r Orator i» ſome degree. When tanto ma- 
cul may ſay as truly of her as Greg.2... i 
WH&INaz. of his Gorgonia , her Pru- magnieu- 
dence and Piety no man' living 4#7em7e- 
.. 7Mwas able to. ſet forth , with pro- Me: 
mAfportionable Language. 4nd a- poteft ex- 
s Migain , It is exceeding difficult to?%**: 
::08each the Excellencies of her 
/ſhifVirtues, either by deed or word, 
actaÞÞy imitation or encomium: And 
A 3 though 


ati end 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ten very many might have 
praiſed her more floridly , none 
could have repreſented her more 
truly, no man living "having 
known her fo loug and ſo inti- 
mately as my ſelf. _ | 
And my weakneſs and plain- 
Qredam nels may attain this double ad- 
abſtraxe- Vantage. | | 
"ob, Firlt, Render the Narration 
videantur, more credible 2 which if it had 
Sc. Hier. Zoey drefled xp with all the Or- 


a po» 
* comer naments of which 'twas capable, 


zpſus lau- would have looked in this Age, 
des acce- yore like a Romance thau anſ 


damus ; 
negleta Hiſtor Y. 


ſermonis = Secondly , 1t wil better ſuit 
one. with the Original 3t copies ; for 


nitate; AS 4s ſaid of Suetonius, he wrote 
OO. the Lrves of the Roman Cz/ars, 
ar Son With the ſame liberty they led 
laudan- them. So Þ have writ this Excel f 
cam ſee: [out Lady's Life, with the * ſame 
pamus laf- F 8 - ANT To 
cxv0 un-. undiſguiſed fimphcity with 
Juers gr which ſhe lived it. And though 
ls MHever any man lad a more Con- 


leata ; 
ſt. Naz. deſcending, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

deſcending , conſtant, ſincere 
Friend , thas ſhe wvouchſafed to 
be to me , yet us not the teſtimony 
leſs true, becauſe of a Friend ; 
"SW the more ſcrupulouſly exact 
or fear of deſecrating /o facred 
2 Name, and offending the Geni- 
10s of ber , who above all things 

" Bared fallhrod. 

T am not the firſt, nor ſhall be 
nf: he laſt, whom thoſe (whoſe Cha- 
rity aud good opimion 7s not on- 
"I / fo wile as to begin at home ;. 

ty 


ut alſo ſo kind as to dwell aud 
$1 2nd there too) will deſpiſe or Pt- 
ty, and bleſs themſelves in the 
onceit , of what mighty matters 
they could have done, if this 
Province had fallen to their 
ſhare. Ut may be little thinking, 
how ſuch ſorrgws as mine' juſtly 
are, would have blunted the edge * Non 0- 
pf their Keener Eloquence ; and portet ex 


ch” meer a Theme ſo calami- 57 ogg | 
h — 15, on which to ſh ew our ſtendeuds 
'S” Writ. * —_ 
IN- ingenis 
A 4 But ripere. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
But let ſuchfor me,enjoy their 


humours, I'll ſay nomore, leaſt I 
awake them, and ſo deprive them \ 
of their pleaſant Dream. : 
For my elf, 7 have endeavou-* 
red to approve my Conſcience to 
God: Hic murus aheneus eſto. A 
( 


And I hope I may appeal to your 

Honourable Atteſtation, (whoſe. 
Marcel- Teſtimony will be without and 6 
lam tuam peyoud exception) in moſt things: 
23710 Me- . jos 
am,& us 1 have written of Your , My, 
>eries lo: Our incomparable” Friend. 
tug! And I doubt not but all who NI” 


Gs knew her T.adyſhip thorowly, will 


be able to ſay as the poor People, * 
are reported to have faid-after G 
the Funeral Sermon of another ** 
* The La- * Eminent Ornament of zh WP 
Ve.” Cong 


. They could have ſaid a great 
deal mote of Her , than the Mi- 
niſter did: At the hearing of 
which our good Lady was much 
pleaſed , and ſaid ; She ſhould 
value ſuch a Teſtimony wo 

al 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
all others. 7he Poor ,. like the 
Widows , which ſtood about the 
dead budy of Dorcas ;: ſhewing 
the Coats and Garments ſhe 
made for them , whilſt ſhe was 4s 9.39. 
with them, being rhe moſt unex= 
ceptionable Witneſſes. 
I confeſs it ſeems both decent: 
and neceſſary to ſuggeſt fome- 
Arguments of Comfort to them, . 
whom I know to be oppreſt with ſo 
bitter and diftreſing.a lots. Aud. 
the undertaking would not ( in Marnum- 
one reſpett at leaſ?) be altogether Pharma-. 
unſuitable to my ſelf. Becauſe, © _ 
Great is that .Cordial which is 3b31s qus: 
adminiltred by thoſe who are codem d9- - 
partakers- of the fame ſorrows. fe 
And their Authority is greateſt p+z;- 
in comforting the calamitous , ##r;S gu - 
who bear a deep ſhare in rhe 
ſame calamity, as exe of the.:An- tewerſan- 
cients hathwell ſaid. | fe. 11. OT 
Give me leave tberefore., 99% 
much honoured Madam , Str , /amizojs 
eſides what you will meet with in * 


. Authorts- - 
the eas... 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the following Diſcourſe, to remind 
_you of that great Panpharmacon. 
It is the Lord who hath Ss it, 
that Wiſdom and Goodneſs which I, 
commits no Errors , but doth all 
things well and wiſely. And our 
dayly Prayers for the fulfilling of 
Whoſe Will, ob/iges, at leaſt, to a 
ſubmiſs acquieſcence when *tis 
done. ; 
4 And as to her , She hath fi-M, 
f- nifſhed- her Courſe triumphant- 
ly, and ihe hath obtained the 
Crown : She reſts from her 
Labours , and her Works do fol- 
low her. She is landed in ſafe 
Harbour, got off the rowgh Seas 
of fins and ſorrows. She 1s taken 
from the evil to come, and ſhall 
neither feel nor ſee, what our 
. Non mare-(ins may jaftly make as fear. She 


mus Jus . Fe, 
m1. would not be again with us , as 


miſous Well as ſhe loved us; /er us long 
ſed grati-ayd haſten to be with Her: We 


as ggimus | _ 
quod talem habuimus imo habemus: Deo enim vivunt ca 


omnia 5 guicquid revertitur ad Dominum, in familie (FT 
1n1mero computatur., Epita, Paul, have 


£5 Bw fa. =» 


- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have uſed to account her happi- 
neſs our own , therefore her Bleſ- 


it, Wſedneſs cannot make us miſera- 
ch Ble. 


ur BShe is not loſt ,. bþut gone be- 
ol fore ; and She could not be 
9 a Elwhere She is , nor enjoy what She- 
tis doth ; without being parted 

- Wfrom us , till we can overtake - 
fi- Bl Zer. 


Be pleaſed alſo to remember 
that of Saint Jerom, We mourn» 
ot becauſe we have loſt ſuch: 
an one, but give thanks that we. 
ad ſuch an one , yea have ſuch: 
an one : for all ſuch live to God, 
and whatever returns to the- 
Lord, is to be accounted in the- 
number of the Famuly. 


But: I muſt repreſs my ſelf, 
eflecting how needleſs it. 1s. to- 
caſt in my Mite into ſuch full: 
reaſuries. 


tam; 


[| Sunt Rhe- 


' 4jores &- 
t gn, quz 
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7 am conſcious to my ſelf but 
of one Offence, which may make 
me apprehend your Frown: Which 
15 my adventuring to inſert, with- 
out your Leave or Knowledge, 
fome ſhort Touches of ' that No- 
ble Stock of which your Lady- 
ſhip was ſo Conſpicuous and Emi- 
nent a Branch. 


Precepta . 
/ many Ancients,and almoſt all Mo- 


derns,who write on ſuch occaſions ; 
ſo would it have been a great Hi- 
{audandusatus and indecent deficiency 70 


Forum Ut 


eft,& ©- Jr Stor / þ holly fi- 
ry, 70 Dave een Why 
my gee lent 2» it. And I have been fo 


petantur : Conciſe and cautious,not to offend 


—_ Th the humble modeity of thoſe who 


gradus yer ſurvive. 
Sermo per- 
veniat ? quo v7. avitis 7 ye; virtutibus lla- 


Rrior fiat, & non degeneraſſe a bonis 1pſi videatur. Hier. 


de Nepotia. 
| That when the Laws of Or- 
der aud Method have obtained 
the Allowance Juſtice may de- 
mand ; 


” ua 
a 1 
+ 


But as T have the Example of 


c 


\  _—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
mand ; your Honours Kindneſs 
will T hope (at leaſt for her fide) 
upply what ſhall be farther need- 
ul of Forgiveneſs. 


Thoſe few of her Ladyſhips pi- 
ous and excellent Papers, which 
are inſerted in the Diſcourſe , or 

ubjoyned to it; ( as they juſtly 
[may, ſo I hope they ) will give Or- 
nament and Lu(tre to it, in the © 
Judgment of alt ſerious Chrifti- 
ans: As richer Trimmings of 
Gold and Silk uſe to do to Gar- 
ments made of courſer Materi- 
als. | 


7 ſhall not enlarge your trou- 
ble by being importune 21 beg- 
ging your Patronage ; Ti Natu- 
ral fo all to defend their own :; 
and ſurely beſides the many Ti- 
tles you had-to me before. 


Now by your Executorſhip - 
ou have an Indefteafable Right 


*6 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


to me: For nothing to which her 
Ladyſhip's Will entitles you, was 
more entirely Hers , and conſe- 
quently your Honours, than 


Much and Truly Honoured 
Madam, Sir, 
* Your Honours 


Moſt Humbly Devoted 


and Faithful Obedient 


Servant, 


8 UV 
We 


Anthony Walker. 


THE 
z | Virtuous Woman. 


PROV. 31. 29, 30, 31. 


any daughters have done virs 

tuouſly, but thou excelleſt 

them all. 

avour 1 deceitful, and beau- 
ty is vain, but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall 
be praiſed. 

Give ber of the fruit of ber 
hands, let her own works 
praiſe her m the gates. 


It 


Hat hard Queſtion. which 
Solomon propounds in 
the tenth Verſe of this 
Coapter » Who can find 

; VIrt#ous Woman.? I would have an- 

wered with an veyxa, Evgyxc, more 

aptrrous,quick,, and brisk, than m—_ | 


The Virtuous Woman. 


of Archimedes when he had ſolved 
the Poſing Preblem ; had not. her 
{udden-loſs ſurprized. and over-bal- 
lanced the joy of finding her , and 
ſunk it into a Gulf of inexpreſ- 
ſible grief, which might juſtly ſtrike 
me dumb with. aſtoniſhing amaze- 
ment., into the deepelt- Silence, 
as S: Jerome tells his Paula and Er 


Proem. in ſtochium, it happened to himſelf up- 


Eccl. 


on the unexpected death of the: ho- 
ly Bleſilla. — 

' And this might excuſe our mea- 
ſuring, and wearing out, this ſo- 
lemn ſaddeſt hour, not by ſliding 
Sands, but as they uſed of old , by 


*-x>.1,. diſtilling drops of Water, * our. bit- 


eg. 4 
XACT 


tereſt and falteſt Tears, or rather, 
if our Blood can circulate and flow W: 


Jif Svdop. in ſuch a conſternation, and be not Þ 


chilled and ſtagnant with Streams 
of that , 'both from our Veins and 
Hearts. But though the Laws of 
Nature might indulge ſuch gratify- 


Lev. 10.3 Ing of our Paſſions, as we are Men, 


Aaron 
held his 
peace. 


the Law of Grace will not allow it, 
as we are Chriſttans: to whom a 
ſullen filence is as much forbidden as 
-a ſubmiſſive holding of our peace 1s 


charged on us. 
For 


The Virtuous Woman. 3, 3 
For we muſt not forrow, as [Men 1 The. 
ithout hope, for them who ſleep 14 
n Jeſus, as without any helitance, 
e may conclude ſhe doth, who h- 
ed ſo entirely to him ; and it: 
yould be too rank a ſelfiſhneſs,and 
inkind a Sacrilege,to rob her, but in 
zur Wiſhes,of the enioy ment of God, 
nd the Inheritance of Saints in 
ight, that we might again enjoy 
er kind, obliging, holy Converſa- Col, 1. 12. 
ion, in this vale of Baniſhment and. 
Darkneſs. | 
If therefore, ſhe being dead, yet - 
peaketh, as doubtleſs ſhe doth, and 
vill do to all that had the honour Heb.13. 4- 
nd happineſs to know her, either to | 
ur comfort or conviction; let me 
Worce a paſſage throngh my obſti- 
ate and ſtupifying Sorrows, and 
Wartly be her Eccho, partly repre- 
nt her in Effgie, that by this inno- 
ent and uſeful way, ſhe who is gone 
O live. with God in Heaven, may 
Hill live with us on Earth, in our 
Irateful remembrance of her virtu- 
us perfections , in our ſerious Pra- 
ice of her wiſe and holy counſels, 
nd ina ready imitation.of her exems-. - 
is Wlary Piety. 
But 


The Virtuous Woman. 


But becauſe the moſt uſnal and 
uſeful Method of inſtrufting, is, by 
giving Rules firft, and then illu- 


ſtrating thoſe rules with appoſite. 


and fit examples, which prove them 
praCticable, and poſlible at leaſt, i 
not eaſie alſo, te be obſerved, 1 
ſhall purſue that order, and give 
you the rule and the meaſure from 
the wi/cſt of Men in his Generation, 
and the example from the beſt offi 
Women in her own ; the firſt from 
the Pen of the Royal Preacher, the 
ſecond from the Hearſe of a no-i 
ble Lady, both Epithetes which 


_ carry grandeur in their ſound, and 


F which his 
Mother 
T - taught 
him. 


may awaken , yea, command atten- 
tion. | ug 

The whole Chapter contains aſ.: 
Dialogue betwixt Bathſheba and her 
Son Soloon, under the well dil- 
guiſed name of Lemuel, wherein ſhe, il, 
after her ſcandalous fall (to ſhewſ 
the mighty power of Divine Grace 
and ſincere Repentance) now conſe- 


crated to be a Propheteſs, * by adt- 


vine affatws , inſtrufts and catechi- 
zes him in things of greateſt impor- 
tance and neareſt concernment , 
which ſhe performs with a ſtrong 

Pathos 


The Virtuous Woman. 
athos, and moſt winning inſfinuation, 


nd hath the honour to have ber pru- 


lent holy Counſels, recorded in the 
acred Canor.And this fills up the nine 
rſt Verſes, and from thence he re- 
iprocates, and in a lofty ſtrain ap- 
roveth and applauds his Mother. 
This latter part preſents us with 
he Icon and Charaer of an excellent 
nd Heroick Waman , which laid 
lown in two and twenty Verſes ac- 
ording to the number, and in the 
rrder of the Letters of the Hebrew 
\Iphabet 3 every Letter in due ſfe- 
Juence , beginning a ſeveral Verſe 


0 intimate there's ſomewhat ſignal B/alm 25. 
n it, which is compoſed with ſo 34: !71- 

119. La- 
ment. and 
Vers Q- 
ther. 


nuch art, as we find many other e- 
ninent portions of the Holy Scrip- gi 
ures are. | 
Some Interpreters alegorize theſe 
words and-'make the Virtuons Wo- 
nan the Figure of the- true Church. 
Ithers refer-them 'to the Holy and 
ver Bleſſed Virgia-Mother. Others 


" Roppoſe them to deſcribe an holy and 


levout Soul, that conſecrates it felf 


"Entirely to God,in the Practice bf all 


vine and truly: ennobling Virtaes. 
Dthers will bave tbem to be, by a 
Proſopo- 


The Virtuonus Woman. 
Proſopopeta,, the Idea of Spiritual 
Wiſdom, and Heroical Virtue inthe 
Abſtract. But the moſt, and I thanl 
the beſt 'Expoſitors efteem them the 
Icon, _ Idea, 'atid CharaCter and Pi 
cture'of a truly Wiſe, Religious, Goa- 
ly, Gracious Woman, drawn by the 
Holy Ghoſts own Pencil, in the hand 
of the moſt exquiſite Maſter and Ari 
tilt, Solomon, 

He begins with an inqueſt afte 
her, Who can find a Virtuous Woman 
implying, ſhe's a rare Creature, an 
hardly found, but to encourage you 
ſearch, he aſſures you ſhe's wort! 
looking for, her value being ineſtimaſſ 
ble, for her price is far above Pear 
and Rwbies, and all precious Stones, Andiff 
then deſcends to draw her Pourtraiff” 
&ureand Beauty, with comely and 
due proportions, with bright and c 
rient colours and ſets 'her | in tht 
moſt advantageous Light, in eighteen 
Verſes. And finally crowns her wit 
this Wreath of Laurels, with: thi 
golden Coronet, with this-Diadem olff 
coſtly Jewels, which make my pre 
lent Text. c 


. any daughters have dvnewirtwoully* 
hut thou excelleFF them all. 


Favon 


The Virtaous Woman. 
Favour 15 deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
Wt the woman which feareth the Lord, 
xe ſhallbe praiſed, 

Gzve her of the fruit of her hands : 
et her own works praiſe her in the 
partes. 

The words are a Royal Balan, 
et on the-Teinples of the Virtuous 

oman, by the hands : of Solomer 
and God. -1 may not give the ſcent 
df every ſingle Flower, the ſenſe of 
very ſeveral word. Such Tfolemn 
rifling would. look like fulſom .Pe- 
dantry, and ill become the mournful 
gravity of this. occafion, 

The mixed and- compound  fra- 
grancy reſulting from the whole, 

reathed-and bound up together, is 
this, That ſolid and true praiſes only 
ed ſuperlatively due - to. the-ſi ncerely, 
zoaly , and gracious woman, who ma 
laim it by the fruits her wirtue bath 
Mheer i." with : or. L00aneſs in 
rod earneſt, ſubſt anntial Religion which 
bath fruitf ol al Aeſerier arid ſhall 
-Yobtain an, otanay” teſt1niony both of 
AGod and Men. | 
Y But as too minute a niceneſs.is un- 
manly and upbraids the, Anditory, 
lo too 00 generalla proceduge i IS ou 

; c 


The Virtuons Woman. 
ſd and clondy , afts the DiCtator 
and* arbitrarily impofeth both of 
Text and Hearers, rather than dedt 
ceth fairly, .and convinceth clear]; 
FE ſhall therefore uſe that methol 
which is*ree from both extreme 
taking for granted what is obvio 

and rendring fo, by additional Ligh 
the reſt which needs it. | 

I may call this Text the Porch ti 
the Temple of Honour and it ha 
two Doors, one to ſhut out the bol 

Intruders, and falſe pretenders-: th 
other to admit the true and rightfi 
claimers. Plainly it' fhews ; 

1. Negatively, who doth not 
ſerve. 


Wy ON) fri, ot OO ma, AY % fads moe ee 


þ 7 


2. Poſitively,who doth deferve t b 
praiſe. _ | | YA 
1, Negatively, no Woman deſerve, 
true praiſe. | Ir 
I. For Favour, 2 
2, For Beauty. / c 
2. Poſitively, every Woman d 
ſerves true praiſe, Er 
1. Who feareth the Lord. Vi 


2. Who is fruitful in good works. | 1, 
Firſt, per remotionem,negativel o 
becauſe the Gates of this Temp y, 
are thronged with Worſhipperl & 


ſ 
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Wand Praiſe hath many Candidates and 
SVotaries, and. many run for this 
Prize, but only one obtains it. I 
Wihall briefly ſhew how Solomon thraſts 
Wback, and ſhuts the Door againſt, 
Mnooſuits the Plea of moſt Preten- 
Wders, under two inſtances, of Favour 
and Beauty, and by parity of reaſon 
Mihocks the bold confidence of all o- 
thers, who can ſhew no better Char- 
ter for» their clainſ: as if he had 
ſaid, whatſoever is falſe and vam 
Wcan produce nothing that 1s rrweand 
laſting : but Favour is falſe, deceirful, 
a lye. And Beauty is a vaniſbing, a 
ading, fleeting thing ; therefore all 
the praiſe you affect or can oÞtain 
Tby theſe, is like the ſeed from 
-.  Ewhenceit ſprings : falſe and deceivreg, 
periſhing, and vain, and ſhe who ſows 
ſach wind, may expect nothing but 
acrop of Whirlwind, a blaſting and | 
cold return. Hof: = 
By Favour is meant a comely pre- ; 7 ,,;7. 
ſence, a graceful deportment, A ;x locum. 
winning carriage , decent geſture, 
handſome motions, a ready wit and 
F £o0d expreſſion, and a decorons con- 
verſation, made up of all theſe, and 
fuch like Ingredintes. which is moſt 
taking 
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taking, and renders Women deſir; 
ble and acceptable, and procure 
Favour in the Eyes and Hearts 0 
Men. 

By Beauty he underſtands a good 
ly proportion of Members, a jult Sy 
metry, and the due ſituation of part 

with the fit mixture of the Roſe ant 
Lilly, the beſt Varniſh of acleat we 

Pulchri- coloured skin, and whatever el 

tudo eff compoſes an harmonious Air. Orff 

Ran , if you pleaſe, Beauty, whether na 

indutum., tural or artificial, whether mix 

zhlegma ture of Blood and Flegm ſhining 

Jangume through a good $kin, as S. Chryſo 

COMMILX- 7. tom defines it, or Ceruſe and Ver: of 

— maj milion daubed on, to hide a bad one: 

pellem pel- whether a Gift wherewith God: hath 

lucens $. bleſſed them, or a Theft for which 

Chry// .God will blaſt them ; whether - the 
Benefit of the Author of Nature, 
or the Artifice of him who delights 
to diſguiſe and deſtroy his Work- 
nianſhip. ; 

' . Boththeſe are vainand jnconftant, 
falſe; and- deceitful, adventitionus , off 
external, the beſ# no «effect of our 
choice, asevery thing muſt be which 
1s praiſe-worthy . 

The worlt proceeding from a COr- 

rupt 


Whem ; too often rendring ' them- 
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vpt and finful will, therefore blame- 
7orthy,and reproachable, not excu- | 
able, much leſs commendable. Not Temporis 
ſoue-proof > nor tcxable againſt the & morbs 
rſt aſſaults of age or ſickneſs, nor /#95r: 
Ire be looked: npon by Wind or pony | 
bin. * vo f | an. I. 6. 

And not only ety, vai, and de- 

itnte of good, but fallacjous and 
Wcceining , and full of evils, ſnares 
nd bands, and nets, and great temp- 
ations. Firſt, to rhe Womenthem, Fats in- 


elves, who have theti, orwho make 9* 27; 
chris, ſe- 


roud, diſdainful, wanton, lafcivious, Robo 


Wcſpiſers of others, waſters of their formam. 
Wime, Idolizers of their own refleCti- 
dns in a Glaſs, and careleſs, or afraid 

o behold the image of their'impu- 

er Souls in the' Cryftal 'of God's 

aw, and more afraid of being ſick, 
"Þt dying, than of a thouſand Sins 

dr Hells. - 

Secondly, deceiving and deſtroy- 
ng filly Men, through whoſe Livers, 
the ſedts'of Luſt; thoſe mortal * Prov. 7. 
Darts ſtrike, whicn an invilibte Bow 23: 

oots from their wanton Glances, 
nd bewitching Smiles and Arts. 

And by parity of reaſon , the 

B like 
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like may be faid of all the other 
periſhing, empty, lying Vanities : 
Honours , Riches , Strength , the 
Wiſdom of the fleſh, and Learning 
meerly humane, which are but ad- 
ventitious Goods at beſt, and ſel- 
dom make Men better , often worſe, 
What ſhall I ſay, ſhall I praiſe you for 
theſe? T praiſe you not ; Nor will God 
ever praiſe you, or reward you for 
them. | 
Nay , I muſt rather drive ſuch 
falſe Hukſters for true praiſe, out 
of the Temple of laſting Honour, 
lie, with ſuch a Scourge as the Prophet 
©r9*3 Feremiah long ſince prepared for 
that purpoſe ; Ler nor the wiſe man 
glory in his wiſdom : Nor the witty 
in her Wit. Let not the ſtrong man 
glory in his ſtrength: Nor the fair 
woman glory in her Beauty. Let 
mot the rich man glory in his riches : 
nor the fine woman glory--in her 
Dreſs. Let not the honourable 
Man glory in his Honour , nor the 
courted Miſtreſs in her Favour, 
Let not the learned Man glory in 
his being Natures Secretary ; nor 
the wanton woman in being $killed 
in the depths of Satan, But a0 
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cr him and her that would glory, and - 
3 © Wot be aſhamed, or glory in their ſhame, 
"C in this that they know the Lord, 
1g Wnd love and fear him in ſincerity 
d-Wnd truth : Which brings me to 


he poſitive part , and is the foun- 

lation which Solomon lays, where- 

Mn to build a Pyramid of laſting 

od Fame. 

or Not the graceful, but the gracious Pulchritu- 
| roman ,+ not ſhe who glories in her 4inem exi- 


. . » [Tima ant= 
ch Face, but ſhe who like the King; ow 
ut Wanuzhter is all glorious within , even tum ; non 
Ir, Whe woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe in corporis 
1et Mall be praiſed. forma, ſe4 
orfl In which poſitive part we have = _ 
an he good womans Charafter , and 7.1 .1e. 
ty 7977. : Corn.a La- 
wan 1. Her Charafter, which hath pide ex 


wo parts, for the new creature al- Chry/c 
o confiſts of Soul and Body , an 
: Maſide, and an outſide. 

her 1. She fears the Lord, there's the 
bleſoul of her Virtue, the root of 
theſhe matter within ground , Grace 
Dur. the Heart. 

' 10 2. She hath fruirful hands, there's 
he Body of her Virtue, the good 
-y above ground works in her 
ite, 


B 2 2, Her 
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2. Her Crown, Praiſe and Renown, 


Whichis. 
1. Promiſed to her: She ſhall be | © 
praiſed. j 
2. Commanded for her: Give her , 
of the fruit of her hands, let her own , 
works praiſe her in the gates. : 
3. Performed concerning her : ] 
Thou excelleth them all. /, 
As briefly as may be concerning lh, 


theſe Particulars : and firſt ler us 
view both Pages on which her Cha- 
rafter is Written. 

1. A woman that fearerh the Lord, il , 
that is, who is ſincerely religious, 
good in good earneſt. Nothing isWll ,; 
more: frequent or obvious in Scrip-ſſ- 5 
rure than ſuch Syzecaoches, as put 6 
one eminent Grace for all the Chainſſſ ,; 
of Graces. So ſometimes the Lov , 
of God, ſometimes 7ruſ# in God, ſl 
and moſt commonly the Fear of, 
God, is put for being truly religious, 


or is made the Periphraſis of a god- w 
ly Man. As 1n that ſignal promiſe Pe 
nf the New Covenant, Jer. 32. 35, of 


- 39, 40. They ſhall be my people, and 
{ will be their God , and I will giv 
them one heart , and one way, that 
#hey may fear me for ever , for tht 


£o0d 
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good of them, and their Children after 
them. And Iwill make an everlaſting 
Covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them to do them good, 
and I will put my fear .in their hearts, 
that they ſhall not aepart from me. 
+ Job. i. 1. There was a man in the 

land of Vz, whoſe name was fob , 
NW and that man was perfett and upright, 
UW ce that feared God , and efchewed 
a-iY evil: fo verſe. 8.  Haſt thou conſidered 
my ſervant Fob, that there 1s none like 
him in the earth, a perfett and upright 
man , one that feareth God, and eſ- 
BY cheweth evil, verſ. 9. Doth Job fear 
P- God, for nought? Eccl. 12, 13. Fear 
God, and keep” his Commandments, 
"that is the whole Duty of Man : P/:1. 
15. 4-. He honoureth them that 
fear the Lordz where the godly 


of B*Man is under this Denomination of 
UW one that fcarech the Lord, oppoſed 
IG: to the wicked , called there a vile 
ily perſon. 'Tis alſo an infallible ſign 
3G of the preſence of all other Graces, 


in the exerciſe of which true God- 
lineſs conſiſts; for as the Zaw 1s: 
copulative, ſo are the Graces by 
which we obey it 3 and as where 
the Soul is, diſcovering it ſelf by 
B 3 one. 


x6 


Dent.9.15, Moſes came down from the Mount 


- Powers are; ſo where the Spzri of 
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one vital act, all its faculties and 


God 1s working one Grace in truth, 
the Spirit of all Grace is ; for the 
Spirit can be no more without its 
Graces, than the Soul without its Fa- 
culties; yea, the Fear of God con- 
tains all Graces in it ; therefore when 
Abraham offered up his Son Tſaac, 
which was a mighty aft of Faith 
and Love, God faith, Now I kzonfffl a 
thou feareſt me, Gen. 22. 12. Andſſlt! 
as 'tis ſo frequent, it would be end Fl 
leſs to cite all , ſo 'tis ſo obvious, iſ d1 
tis needleſs to cite more. | 

2. The other Page hath this In- 
ſcription, Fruitful hands: The good 
Woman is like Dorcas full of good 
works, 

1. Hands, two Hands to hold 
the two Tables of the Law , aso! 


ty Om 


© nh 


with the two Tables in his wo 
hands, in each hand one , neither 
empty nor 1dle. | 
The firſt in the Right Hand, ſſſ\ 
there's Religion towards God. The 
ſecond Table in the Left Hand, 
there's Righteouſneſs and Charity: 
towards Men. ; 
2. Theſe 
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2. Theſe hands bear Frur, good 
works ſpring , and grow naturally, 
freely, ſeaſonably, eaſily , mature- 
ly, as fraits from a prolifique Tree,, 
planted in a good ſoil , and by the: 
Waters ſide, as the Godly man is 
deſcribed in the firſt Pſalm : called 
Fruits of righteouſneſs, Fruits of the 
Spirit, Gal. 5. where S{ Paul hath: 
a ſignal A4ntitheſss betwixt Graces: 
and Yices , calling the firſt Frurs,, 
the other Works ; the Works of the: 
Fleſh, verſe. 19. There's ſervile- 
drudgery in. them: Fruits of the: 
Spirit, verſe. 22, There'sa ſpiritual 
eaſineſs in the production. of them 
by the new Nature. 

2. They are Fruits, in the plural, 
for variety of kinds , for number 
inevery kind. Firſt , various acts: 
of Devotion, Prayers, Praiſes, Rea- 
ding , Hearing , Meditation , Confe- 
rence, Preparing, Communicating; and 
all theſe reiterated , the: Morning 
and the Evening Sacrifice , the 
weekly Sabbath , ſolemn Faſts and 
Feſtivals, ſecret, private, publick 
Devotions,. Morning, Evening, and 


Jt Noon day: yea, at: Midnight}, p/2/, 119, 


leven times a day ; yea, in a ſober 
B. 4. ſenſe,. 
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ſenſe, all the day long, nay, all day 
and all night too, as it 1s teſtifie 

| of Anna, Luk. 2.37. That ſhe 4 
parted not from the Temple, but ſerv 
God with faſting and Prayers night ani 
day. Pray without , ceaſmg , contins 
ing inſtant in prayer , giving thanl 
contizually, and in all things. 

And the LZefr Hand, though | 
grow on. another Arm, draws Sap 
and Virtue from the ſame Tree and 
Root, to make it fruitful 1n- variety 
and multitude of aCts of Fast:ce and 
Chartty. | 

1. Of Juſtice , thinking , ſpes 
king no evil of any man ,: but dex 
ling honeſtly with all Men , , Sup6 
riors, Equals, Inferiours; in all 
natural, moral, civil Ations, in al 
concernments of Body , Goods arid 
Name, wronging no Man , defrauding 
0 Man, but doing to. others. as the 
would . 6thers- ſhould do-to them © and 
obſerviyg this rule conſtantly , and 

| in all occaſjons and occurrences, 
' Matth.25. and ſo doing Righteouſneſs at all times, 

2.: In Charuy, relieving the di- 
ſtreſſed, feeding the hungry, clod: 
thing the .naked, viſiting the Aﬀi- 
cted by ſickneſs, priſon, or any 

| ” | other 


Fat 
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other preſſures, inſtructing the ig- 
norant, comforting the feeble-mind- 
ded, and ſupporting them who are 
caſt down under any temptation, 
and this not once nor twice, or to Ecel18. & 
oze or two, but ſowing this ſeed ine 
the Morning,and not with-holding in ' 
the Evering, giving this portion ta_ſe- 
ven, and alſo to. eight, caſting Bread 
upon the, waters, yea, ſcattering by all 
waters, This driefly of the good” 
Womans Character. | 
2. Her Crown, Praiſe: Praiſe is 
the ſhadow which attends the Body: 
of Virtue. The Eccho which - re-- 
ſounds an honorary Teſtimony. 
1. From the Conſciences of all Men, . 
even thoſe who will not practiſe ir. 
themſelves , cannot but approve .2t: 
and applaud. it: in. them - that do';. 
if there. be any virtue, if there be. any 
praiſe, the Apoſtle of the \ Gentiles, 
nay, the Conſciences of. the very - 
Gentiles, hath annexed them. ſo:cloſe Sf Fudice - 
together, they cannot..be. parted F cone abdcl 
tor. as no vicious and guilty perſon cur. 
can be abſolved ,, though he. were 
to be his own judge : z;So na, Vir-- 
tuous perſon can be condemned ,.,, _ 
though to be judged by hisEnemies.. 
x T hate 
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That Law written in the heart cannot ll | 
but approve the Tranſcript ,- and 
Counter-part, and Copy of it lf; 
where ere it meets It. | 

2. From: the Mouths of all good 


4 
Men, and thoſe eſpecially who have WW} 
found and felt its beneficial Influ- 
| 


Ence. . 
Beloved, thou doſt faithfully what- 
2 Jobs. 6:09 thou doſt to the Brethren and tt 
3.99935: Strangers, Which have born witnek 
of thy Charity before the Church: 
S. Paul even boaſted of the forward 
| ng 9. zeal « _— _ ; - on 
| , 2. , Was glorified for their liberal aiſtribu- 
So __ 3 301 "= men. And of the Chr 
ches of Macedonia he bears record: 
That to their power , yea, and beyond 
their power, they were willing of 
| themſelves. The Loyns of the poor 
Job 51-20. bleſſed Job, who were warmed by the 
fleece of 'his _ Her children iſt 
up and call ber blefſed,, for the care 
of their tender and pious educatt: 
on, and her husband for her chaſte 
converſation and faithfut induſtry, 
of which he is not only a witneſs, 
but reaps the benefit of it , and for 

thoſe he praiſeth her. 
3. From the whole Cliorus h 

[ 
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the Heavenly Fijerarchy, the Angels | 
Joy in. Heaven , is the-molt landarive- 

ff aclamration to her Virtues. : 

k 4+ r= _ and Ln Prey | 
O00 Ml Expe:, Well aone, good ana fatnſu K 
have Toa » Whole ame ye bleſſed of 2D 
ntlu- Wl my Father , whoſe teſtiniony , , 7 was 

hungry ard ye fed me , :naked-and ye 

hat cloathed me.; is the higheſt praiſe- 
za 0 imaginable, or poſlible. . | 
neſs Now this praiſe is firſt promfed, 
ch: She ſhall be. praiſed: God leaves us- 
pard © not without encouragements- to: 
God © make us good. Promiſes ,. and- 
106 Threats, Rewards and Puniſhments, . 
ba. Fare the great inſtruments. of Go-- 
rd: vernment , both with God and 
'01d Men 3 and all Rewards include: 
. of Praiſe, and are. the /lent , yet: the. - 
poor WW /andeff commendations. . 
ml A Crown of Righteouſneſs , and 2 Tim.4-79. 
riſe Life, is: provided , and fore-promi- | 
are ed, to them -that fight the good 
atl-Y Fight, that keep. the Faith, that 
aſteY are faithful unto death. Great and: 
ry, precious promiſes , that God will re--. 
els, I cerve us , befour Father and onr. God, Cor.6:37; 
for to provoke us to cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filshineſs of F leſh and ſpirit, . 
and perfett holineſs in. the feat. of Gul 

Y 


22 The Virtuous Woman. 
I P#. An Inheritance incorruptible, undef. 
led, and that jadeth not away, reſe 

ved in- Heaven: . Rivers of pleaſun, 
fulneſs of joy » an eternal Kingdom, 
©» evirlaſfing Life. . And in the 
Ron;:2. 28. Letter, the higheſt praiſe, for ke 

_ . that is circumciſed in heart and ſpiri; 
that. is a Chriitian within, his praiſe 
ſhall be of God, ard he'is approve 

indeed whom God meyers , And 

we- have God's word for it .thit 
the righteous ſhail be in everlaſting ve 


| 
| 


# 


membrance. _ Ls 
_ * 2. *Tis commanded and given it 
of _ charge. concerning her to others, 
| 8 Give her of the fruit of her hands; 

{| let ber warks praiſe her in the Gates, 
Let them be ſpoken of and mer 
tianed to her honour 1n the Aflenmy 
blies of the great men, and in the 
cqucourle-of the people, which . uf 
to_ be moſt frequent in the Gates; 
God gives not only leave, but charge; 
and. *tis not only an allowable co- 


F 


zeſie,, but. a juſt debt and ,rrjbice dit 
to virtuous perſons ,” to declare and 

__ celebrate, their, famous Ads.” 'Ti 
© an Apoſtolical precept to the Phit 
lippians. concerning Epaphroditus , 
who for the work of Chr 
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near-unto death ; hold him, and not 
him only , but luck as he," #7 repn. Phil.2. 29. 
ration. Yea, "our Lord hirnſelf con- 
cerning Mary ,, who anointed hint, 
and wrought a good work upon 
him: Predicendo, precepit., Verily , ap 6 
I ſay unto you, mhere ſoever this Goſpel \, 
{ball 'be preached in- the whole. world, 
there alſo ſhalt this that 'this woman 
hath done be told, for a memorial of 
ber, And God will have the Vir- 
tuzs and Victories of his Saints re- 
corded , ' 10 provoke our imitation" of 
them , and encourage our* weakneſs to 
War againft vice ., faith oy  Gregos 
Tr). 

3. It's performed concerning her, 
thou excelleſt them all; we ſhould 
{fabour to excel in Dut 1, Seck, that 1 Cor. 14, 
thou mayſt excet. What dbyou more than 12. 
dthers ? See that ye abound more 
and more , ſo run , out-run' others, 
that ye may obtain; and praiſe: ſhall 
be proportienable : | Thop excelleſt 
them atl. We find ſitch Encomiums 
frequent 'in Scripture. ' Thus of 
Hezekiah, 2 Kings. 18. 5. ' He truſts 
ea'in the Lord God of Iſrael, ſo that 
after him was none like him of all the 
K ings of: IT Ijfract, 20r Sar that was be- 


fore 


—_— 
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arg | . +> ; 
ter Yim aroſe any like him. So God's 
teſtimony of Fob, Job 1. 8. is, That 


Timothy , Phil. 2. 20. I have n0 man 
like-minded , who-. will: naturally care. 


for your eſtate. 


principal Branches: of this- goodly:. 
Tree: - and the ripe and pleaſant 
Fruit which is fallen from them all, 
I ſhallÞick np and ſerve-inone diſh, 
To be. ſincerely religious, to be. 4 vine 
FUOUS , gracious , godly woman is the 
higheſt. accompliſhment , and deſerves 
the greateſt praiſe: Nay, 'tis the moſt” 
honourable teſtimony can be. given 


was godly, and feared the Lord.. 
| There ſeems: to be a great agree-- 
ment and likeneſs betwixt the hun- 
dred and fourty fourth Pſalm , in 
point of happineſs, and this Chapter in. 
Y , Matter: 


= 


« fore him , that is, for ſtrength of! 
Faith. - So. of Joſiah , 2 King. 23. 
And like unto him there was mg 
King before him, that turned to the; 
Lord with all his heart , and with all 
his ſoul, and with all his might, accor. 
ro the Law of Moſes, neither af-. 


there was not a Man like. him in all 
the earth. So: St. Paul teſtifies of 


Thus 1 have lightly ſhaken the 


to any, to ſay of her in truth, ſhe 


=> d 
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fWmatter of Duty, and Praiſe reſul- 
Wing from it. And therefore the 


tranſcribing thoſe words, may 
give much Light and Illuſtration. - 
to what lies before us. David there- 
fore to ſhew , populum que faciunt 


Wheatiorem , What will make a People 


happy, Proceeds thus, v. 12. That 
our ſons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth, that our daughters may be 


4 corner ſtones , poliſhed after the ſi- 


militude of a palace, Verſe 13. That 
our garners may, be full, affording all 
manner of ſtore , that our Sheep may 


Wiring forth thouſands and ten thouſands 


mM our Streets. Verſe 14. That our 
Oxen may be ſtrong to labour, that there 
be no breaking in, nor going out, that 
there be n10 complaining in our Streets. 
Verſe 15. Happy 4s that People that is 
# ſuch a caſe. Every one will be- 
eady to acknowledge and admire 


'Fthe happineſs of ſuch a people. But 
Wfaith David, 1'Il tell you who are 
Fuifinitely and more truly heppy, yea, - 


who are only ſo indeed; yea, happy 
is that. people whoſe God is the Lord. 
50 Solomon In this Chapter, to de- 
ſcribe the Woman who deſerveth 
praiſe, ſhe that is ſo good a. "_ 
| that 


bon 


acceſſere 
z. 
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that the heart of her Husband doth 
ſafely truſt in her , that will do bin 
good, and not evil all the days of hig 
life, that is a Crown to him:3 and 
renders him honourahle 7 the pare, 
She that is ſo good a #Zon[wife, that: 
ſhe  worketh willingly. with her hand: i 
ſtays at bome , riſcth early , 1s induſtri. 

ous , planteth , purchaſeth , encreaſe 
ber eftate ,. ſhe that 1s ſo good .a Mo 
ther, as to educate her Children well, 
and ſo good a Miſtreſs as to- provid 
noſt carefully for all her Servants, 
that they . are. ſo. far from wanting 


cloaths, that their Liveries are Scars 


ler. She. that 1s ſo good a Neigh: 
bour that ſhe zreats the rich, and 
xelicves.the poor. and needy, and oh. 
Super om- Jiges allby the Law of kindneſs. in 
214 vultus her- tongue, {weetning all by kind: 


eſt Words, and kinder Looks. This 
Woman certainly deſerves to be: 
admires, yea, Iis.almolt adored as a 


- terreſtrial Goddeſs. But after all this, 


faith Solemon, yet ſhew I you'a more 
excellent way.tg obtain true and laſt- 
ing praiſe; the godly Woman, . the 
Woman that feareth the Lord, fhe, ſit 


| deſerves to be praiſed above all & 


Thetso: 


\ The Virtuous Woman. 

Moſt Men and Women affect to 
he praiſed, but tis for the moſt 
[Wart for vain and deceitful things, 
«Which deſerve no praiſe. at all ; and 
f they attain any, 'tis a poor and 
Wmpty praiſe, which may ſound and 
Wnake a noiſe in the World, amongft 
the fooliſh Herd, but ſignifies little 

ith wiſe Men, and nothing at 
all with God , who deſigns Glory 
and Zonour for none but thoſe who 
Week it by paticnt continuance in well 
1a: Woing , and working "ag » Rom.2. 7, 

10, But to fear the Lord, that is, 
o be godly, this deſerves pras/e in- 
deed. A truth 1ſ{o-evident, and 
-Mlcar by its own Light, 'tis hard to 

Wdd any. thing to it for proof or 
Wlluſtration, to make it clearer 
ature hath printed it in our hearts, 
and the mew mature In a ſecond and 
Fairet edition , as a common Princi- 
MWple. - And firſt notions. are indemon- 
—_—  .: | 
To praiſe is to bear witneſs, or 
pive an honourable teſtimony , of 
a Man or Womans having ſach a 
Virtue, . Grace, Perfection, Excel- 
kericy ' in them, and' the very ac-._ 
knowledging and teſtifying - that 

| they 
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The Virtuous Woman. 
they have them, is a praiſing «ſſl Ag 
them highly , as As 11. 24. Bair © 
nabas is abundantly praiſed, in thalifſo gi 
teſtimony that he was 4 good many 1 
Full of the holy Ghoſt, and of faitiiſf its 
without adding other encomiaſtidens, 
Words. So when God himſdnſea 
vouchſafes to write 7ob's Panepyliſ, 1 
rick, Fob. 1, 1. hecalls him his ſ«hic 
vant, a perfett and an. upright maatic 
one that feared God, and eſchenWm 
evil, And St. Paul 'expreſly faitli: 
that God gave teſtimony to Davidathe 
when he ſaid of him , - 1 have founWnec 
David a man after mine- own heat, 
who ſhall falfil all my will. For uo 
we. for reproach, call a man ut: . 
grateful, and you.can fay no work) 
you have ſtigmatized him with the 
fouleft brand. So for Praiſe, call 
a Woman Godly, you need ſay no 
more , there's praiſe enough in that, 
So that if you. confine me ſtriQtly, 
I muſt ſtick in the Center,and drawW 
no lines from it , but all will return 
npon it ſelf;and be the Ephah never 0: 
full, it will ſettle upon its own Baſe: 
I may fay aliud, but not amplus, none 


can be commended highlyer, than to 


have this CharaCter. impreſt, they fear Pre 
the Lord. Again 


The Virtuous Woman. 29 


" of Again, if 1 ſhould compare the 
Boer of the Lord with other things 
hafo give it its due preference, or let 
uy lf looſe into an enumeration 
Wt its cauſes, properties , effetts, 
1Wgns, conſequents, advantages, and 
{elWnſcaſonably common-place upon 
v7, I ſhould lanch into an Ocean, in 
-yhich I ſhould loſe my ſelf and your 
aW@atience,and deſpair to kenn a Shore 
man more than an .hours failing: I 
thMall therefore confine my ſelf , or 
«Father willingly ſubmit to be con- 
negued by the ſtraits of time, to v 
ow meaſures,which ſhall be theſe 
no: | 

Y 1. To point in general at the 
leWbjects of Praiſe, and ſhew what in- 

ol bt Religion or the Fear of God hath 
118 them. 

} 2. To ſhew what uſually acquires 
at. Wraiſe to men, in reference to God, 
cir Neighbours and Themſelves, and 

'Weclare how being fincerely religt- 
raÞus, will intitle us to it on thoſe Ac- 
- As to the Objefts of true 

raiſe. 
The firſt and grand obje&t of 

"4c is God, and the divine perfe- 
| | 62105, 


" ZO 


The Virtuous Woman. 
&ions , which is ſo evident throup 
all the Scriptures, and to the lig| 
of Reaſon , that I'lI not waſte ting 
to prove it; and -conſequenth} 
what 1s next to them, and likeſt jj 
them is the zext and fir/tin the ord: 
of the ſecondary objetts of praif 


Now that is the Image of God nſ* © 


fected and imprinted on the Soul 


Man; and this, Religion and the Fe 


of God produceth :- Eph. 4..2 4. 


new man is created after God's Image: © 


righteouſneſs and true holineſs : Al 
Coloſſ. 3.10, The new-man is renem 


created him. | 
- [And they that ſincerely embranf 


-#n:knowledge after rhe Image of himtli { 


the-great and precious promiſes a ?* 


the. Goſpel, are thereby made p«: 
takers of the divine Nature : A Guy. 
like temper and 'difpoſition, For Goli 
lineſs is Godlikezeſs. Therefore "ti 
enjoyned in. ſuch Language , Bt 
holy, for Iam holy: or, as I am bil 


' faith the Lord: rx. Per. 1. 16. al 


Luke 6. 36. He ye merciful as i 
heavenly father #s merciful; and i 


ye perfett as your heavenly father F"* 


perfeet,, Matth. 5. 48. They ther 
fore that approach ſo near the moi 
pral's 


"The FE-THows WW man. 


iiſe-worthy Object, deferve great 
®# 

. The object of Praiſe is ſome 
7% good, it muſt be good, or it 
Wſerves reproach ; but it muſt be 
Wo excellent, or no notice is taken 

it. Now the fear of God is ex- 


lent , Pfſal. 19. - The; Saints: are . 


« excellent of the Earth; Pſal. 16. 
The richteons 1s more excellent than 
8 Neighbour , Prov. 12. 26. Wiſ- 
1": excelierh folly » 4s light excelleth 
Werkzeſs , Ecclel, 2. 13. And the 
ings of God's Law, wherein good men 
erciſe themſelves, are ſaid to be more 
cent, Rom.2.18. Thegodly there- 
reare to be praiſed, for they are 
ccellent. 


3. It muſt be a choſe good, for 
would be no praiſe for any man.. 
that were poſlible) ta' be good. 
Without , or againſt his will. 7 
ſp this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
Cor. 9. 17. Now thisa good. wo-- 


pan couſeth. Mary 'bath choſen" the 


04 part: Luke 10. 42. (And fo 


$4 our honourable ary, if ever 
$7) and it is implyed in the re- 
'Wroach caſt upon Sinners: Prov. 1 


Tt 9 That they did not chuſe the LA 
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The Virtuous Woman. © 
"rhe Lord: that the Saints do chu 2. 
it: Pſal. 119. 30. I have choſen the nas 
of truth, thy judgments have I laid becelt 
fore me; "and verſe. 137. I have choſe 
oy es Ifa 56: 4. The Eunuiil 
ch. chuſe the things which pleaſe mJ] 1. 
And it's. the high Commendation off 
Moſes, Heb. 11. 2.5.26. That he chiſa /c 
r0 ſuffer affiittion with the people of Gul 2. 
rather than to enjoy the pleaſure of. ſul 
for a ſeaſon, and eſteemed the reproadifif 
of Chriſt, greater riches than the treaſure 
of Xgypt. , _ 
4» It muſt be ſome permanent and 
abiding good, not fading, not like t 


morning Cloud and early dew : now ti 


a endureth for ever; an 
where it is in truth, it will both cou 
tinue and grow. The righteous is an ever) 
laſting foundation:Prov.10,25.The gu 
part they chuſe ſhall not be *=W away. © '- 

They repent not of their Repeni 
tance, and Chriſt hath prayed tht c 
their faith fail not. Fs 

They go from ftrength to ftrength, tow 
they appear before God perfett in Zimngrial 
and bring forth more” fruit. in their age! 1 


| Prov.g18. The path way of the juſt is as tiegaa: 


ſhining light : which ſhineth more anli 
anore unto the perfett avy. | 
k : $30Y [= 


YH  7he Virtuous Woman. 


189-/c more ſpecially, and what men 
Meceſteemed to merit praiſe for, with 
Wſpect to'God, their Neighboursand 
clEnſelves. 
ll 1. Men are praiſed for their well 
 ofErforming of their duty to God, as 
hue ſervants. | 
al 2, For their Bereficence to men in 
Wy relations,as uſeful, juſt, kind, cha- 
adtable amongft all and towards all 
3. For their wi/do-:to themſelves, 
{Ybcing prudent, diſcreet, and wiſe 
wEtheir own Concerns. 
ol Now Religion, the Fear of the Lord, 
{productive of all theſe in an emi- 
nt degree; and therefore are 
&- ereatly ro. be praiſed in whom 


18" to God, This is a principal 
hart of a Servants duty : al. 1. 6. 
I be a Maſter, where is my fear ? 


Jill not, dare not offend him : Fear 
$4 ad keep bis Commanaments,that 1s 


| Only fear, rae: Lord Moe 


ff 2. 1 ſhall confider the obje&t of 


i This fear will make good ſer--. 


Mow: this fear is the; root -of Uni-. 
onMWrſal obedience : he that fears God. 


whole dury of man : Ecclel. 12. 
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him , if you fear him, you will not 0 

Deut.1o. fail to ſerve him. What avth the 
12. Lord require of thee, but to fear hin lon 
and to ſerve the Lord thy God with aljh, 

thy heart and foul : ſerve the Lordfſ 

with fear, Pſal. 2. Let us have grac}t 5 

whereby we may ſerve Grd acceptably,tines 

with reverence and godly fear : | Hehe 

12. 28, Yea, the fear of God will: 

help to cleanſe from all filthines/» 

both of fleſh and ſpirit, and to per-u/ 

fect holineſs: 2 Cor.7.1. So that ifþec; 

it be praiſe-worthy to be a dutifuBut 

child and obedient ſervant to God, ashc 
certainly nothing deſerves it bet-ler 

ter; the woman that fearerh rirOn' 

Lord hath a juſt claim to Praiſe, be-@nal 

cauſe ſhe is ſach. Mor 

2. The fear of the Lord will wall 11 

fruitful in all good Offices to ourſÞþr: 
Neighbour , humble and obedientſfe4; 

to Superiours, careful of, and tenſpo-: 

cer to Inferiours,juſt and kind to allÞ» : 

and mnnificent and liberal to thoſnd 

that are in want. This good Woman 

man in the Text, who feareth rinak 

Lord in her heart, had fruitful handspho' 

and works of ber own t0 praiſe hor meet 

| the gates, | heir 
© ”Tys the excelltency of ReligionÞjual 
lh C 


4 


The Virtuous Woman. 3 5 


otto make good in all relations. Good 
| agiſtrates , "tis the firſt qualificati- 
z,flon of Fethro's Juſtice: Able mer 
alY;bat fear God: Exod. 18.21. 
wlll So Nehemiah of himſelf , eh. 5. 
actli5. The former Governours which 
ly were before me ,, had been chargeable to 
eh.hhe people, and. had taken of them 
villYbread , arid wine , and forty ſheckles of 
eeB/lver , yea , even their ſervants had 
er-rule over the people , bu: ſo did not 1 
t itÞ@ecauſe of the fear of God, and good - 
ifuSubjefts : Fear thou the Lord, and 
" a5ſpbe King; Prov. 24.21. Fear God, 
xet-fland honour the King: 1 Pet. 2. 17. 
trOne will enforce the other, and will - 
be-ſhnake ſubjec# for conſcience ſake : 
Mon. 13.5. 
akeſl it will make loving and good Huſ- 
ourſp4vds, and it will make good and 0- 
rentfedient Wives, like Sarah; for holy 
tenfjporen who truſt in God are- in ſubjecti- 
all to their own husbands : 1 Pet. 3, 
hoſfind this made this Virtuons Wo- 
Noman ſo excellent a Wife. It will 
| thfnake good Family-Governours , 
1nd will walk in their honfe with a per- 
meet heart, and wiil neichcr provoke 


heir Children, nor deny what's. e- 
giogival to their Servants 3 «whilſt they 
C remcin- 
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remember themſelves have a Father, v 
and a Maſter in heavcn: Col. 41. It. 
will make dutiful children, andWl t} 
faithful ſervants. Servants obey in hj 
all things your Maſters according to the l m 
fleſh, not with eye-ſervice ,, as men-plea-Mt rg 
ſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, fearingl th 
God : Col. 3. 22. Ina word, it will ac 
make us honeſt and righteous in our ac 
whole converſation : St. Peter puts /al 
together Atts 10.45. Fearing God Ly 
and working rightcouſneſs. Wi 
It renders alſo charitable and 
bountiful to them in need ; this good 
Woman, verſ. 20. Stretcheth out her 
hands to the poor ; yea, ſhe reacheth out 
ber hands to the needy. The good mat 
is ever merciful, and lendeth ;, yealk 
beral and giveth. | 
Cornelius is deſcribed, As 10.1 
A devout man that feared God, an 
gave much alms to the people; and $ 
James tells us , that true Reliz10n and 
undefiled is to viſit the fatherleſs , ani 
widows in their affiliftion, that 1s to 
tieve them, 
So that if to be good in all rela 
tions, and to be a BenefaCtor aifrzj 
common good to mankind, deſerve 
praiſe, the fear of God _—_— | 
: Will 


—_— 
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1.8 which makes men ſuch. 
ty - Thirdly and laſtly ; the fear of 
1 the Lord will make a man w/e for 
"© himſelf, to do himſelf good: And 
he Wl men will praiſe thee when thou doſt well 
4-W ro thy ſelf; Pal. 49. 18. And no- 
"Ml thing is. more na -worthy in man's 
iy account, than 'to be wi/e., nor.in the 
ur account of God ; than to be wiſe 16 
18H /alvation. Now the fear of rhe 
Lord not only makes wiſe, but is 
wiſdom it Hy, 


ol The fear of the Lord , that is wiſ- 
ol dom, and to depart from evil Is eimder- 
br handing : Job: 28, 28: 

W.' 


Wiſdom and Godlineſs are Gnony- 
mous words in the Holy Ghoſt's 
-RLanguage, the wiſe man is the good 
man, (wiſe virgins, Matth. 25. )and 
the wicked man; the Foo, The fear - 
Wof the Lord is the beginnins of wiſdom ; 
Sthe head , the chief of wiſdom ; #« 
nr 00d undertanding have all they that 
hee his rhoket,c Then The praſe 
Fot every: one of them 'who do fo en+ 
aureth for ever ; .Þſal. 111. wr. - 
T 1 am foath , notwithſtanding- the 
Straits of time, to diſmiſs this great 
Mruth without ſome ſhort 1improve- 
nent, let me therefore take 2dvan- 
C 2* tage 


TheVirtuous Woman. * 
tage from the deſire- of fame and 
pratſe, which nature hath planted 
im ns all. m-5N5} BET: 

1. To reprove the blindneſs and 
folly of Men who will not ſee, or 
ſeeing, not purſue the only true and 
ſafe, and fure method of attaining 
it; by labonring to be ſoundly and 
ſincerely godly but build upon. the 
ſand, that hollow, ſinking ground, 
- which will not bear this triumphal 
Arch, this Royal Pillar ; their natu- 
ral, fortuitous, acquired accomplih- 
ments, their Strength, Beauty, Riches, 
Honour, fieſhly Wiſdom, all which are 
periſhing and vain, falſe and de- 
ceiving, -and will crown .them at 
laſt but with fading flowers, and 
withering garlands, with the praiſe 
of fooliſh men , like themſelves ; 
never with that praiſe which comes 
from God : For the Lord taketh m 
pleaſure in the Legs of a man, nor in tht 
face of a woman : In the ſtrength of 
the one, nor in the beauty of the 0- 
ther; but the Lord taketh plex 
ſure in them that fear him, and hopeſ 
In his mercy. I beſcech you there. 
fore and adjure you by all the obli- 


gations of azty to God, and "”y 
of 


The Virtwons Woman. 


for your ſelves , devote your ſelves 
to the ſear of God entirely. Re- 
ſolve to be- good in very good earneſt; 
to be Chriſtians indeed , and. Chri- 


39 


ſtians. within, cj7cumciſed in heart and go 
ſpirit , that your praiſe may be of God, ,,_ 


and not of men: and found in the x Pet. z-7.. 


Faith, that it may be found to praiſe, 
and honour , and glory , at the ap- 
pearance of Jeſus Chrilt. | 

And to encourage you,lift up your 
eyes, beſtow one ſteddy , wiſhful 
glance upon the goodly Fruit , with 
which this Tree of Life is loaden, of 
which, whoever eats ſhall never die, 
but live for ever. | 


r. All your ſins ſhall be pardo- . 


ned, you . ſhall have peace with 
God , with Conſcience, and with all 
the Creatures; acceptance of your 
Perſons, and of all -your Servi- 
ces. SD 

2. You ſhall be freed from the 
Power, the Filth, and the Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin, the Vaſlaiage of Satan, the 
Sting of Death, and from the Pit,and 


+ fear of Hell. 


3. Your Souls ſhall be repaired to 
their Original PerfeCtions and Ex- 
cellences in the Image qf God , and 

C 3 particl- 


L- qo - The Virtuous Woman. 


participation of the Divine Life. 

*- / 4. You ſhall be jngrafred into 
"Chriſt, adopted into the Family of 
God ,' - made temples of the holy 


Ghoſt , with all the Bleſſings which 


are conſequent on theſe. 

5. You ſhall be heirs of all the pro- 
anſes ;, yea, inherit all things: have 
all yoyr wants ſupplyed, all juſt de- 
ſires ſatisfied, all conditions ſanCti- 
fied , -all providences bleſled , -<to 
promote your everlaſting good. 

Laſtly; you ſhall. be crowned 
with the unwitnering Lawrels of 
true, and of eternal. praiſes, by 
Men, by Angels, and by Chriſt, 
and: God 5 and when you de in 
nature, begin to [ive in : £0 
to God and ſee his face, £77 for 
ever with him, in whoſe preſence #s 


fulnefs of joy," and at whoſe right band 


are pleaſures for evermore. 

And for further quickening and 
ſtreogthnivg you againſt the diffi- 
culties which may ſeem to meet 
you, and to obſtrut you in this 
excellent way: Let me ſet before 
you, the examples of the Saints of 
of God, who, though men of like 
paſſions with your feives, inwardly 

| clogged 
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clogged with the ſame corrupt and 
ſinful nature , outwardly beſet with 
the hike or ſame. temptations , caſt 
off the weight which hung upon 
them , broke through the difhcul- 
ties which did encompaſs them , 
and ran the race which was ſet be- 
fore them, and through faith and 


patience obtained , and now inhe-: 


rit the promiſes, and that ſure re- 
ward, thit Diadem of Joy , and 
Praiſe, which God hath provided, 
and Chriſt fiath purchaſed for , and 
promited to them that love and 
fear him, and wait for his appearance. 
Refleft on all the Worthies of the 
Oli Teſtament, and New , the ho- 
ly Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles 
the noble Army of Martyrs, all the 
primitive Chriſtians, whoſe names 
are recorded in the Church's Story, 


Wall the devout men and women of 


ſucceeding ages; and follow that 
Cloud of Witneſſes ,, as Iſrael follow- 
ed that Pillar of Cloud and Fire, 
through the wilderneſs till they ar- 
ny'dat Canaan. 


And that you may not doubt, | 


or fear that God's Arm is ſhortened, 
or his hand is grown weak, his Bowels 


C 4 ſtraitned,, 
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ſtraitned , or the Aid of his Grace 
leſs powerful, ſufficient, yea, exuberant 
than they were of old. y{ 

Let me ſet before you an 1lluſtri. N "! 
os , an Heroick,, a Recent Inſtance, || * 
treſh in your Memories, known to i © 
you all ; a Preſident , as much be-E _ 
yond Exception, as Example, which || >! 
may ſilence all your Cavils of Difi- 8&7 
culty, and much more of 1mpoſſibi.  ©2 
lity. 

'T mean the thrice Honourable , and 
truly Noble , the moſt Excellent and In. © 
comparable Lady,the Sacred Shrine of of 
whoſe Venerable Herſe we are now of 
drenching with the juſt Tribute of fri. 
our Floods of Tears, and ſtrewing £ *8' 
with the ſweeteſt Flowers , of Ap- £7 
Plauſe and Admiration, though they and 
are as much too few, as theſe too pale £ ©! 1! 
and faint, for ſuch an Offering. val: 

She was a Woman, of the feebler | _* 
Sex, 4 ſinful Daughter of firſt ſinning Þ] 7 0! 
Eve, a rich Woman , and how hardly 
can ſuch be ſaved? *That - had as 
much Zufineſs to divert her , and as 
much Plenty to entertain her-, as: 
much Beauty to tempt her , and as 
much Favour to intangle her , as 4 
ny of you, and lived in the ſame 

| Atheilticah 
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he Atheiſtical , Degenerate Age with 
your ſelves , wherein ſincere and ſe- 

i. | rious 'Religion is made the greateſt 

e | £14icule, eſteemed the moſt unmodiſh 

20 © avd unfaſhionable thing, 

+ | And yet in the midit of all theſe 


-hþ | Diſadvantages, I may without Ay- 
F. pcrbole invite you, as the Cryer uſed 
to call ſpectators to the ſecular 
Plays: Come ſee thoſe Shews, Quos 
1d em mortalium wivit , vel viſurus eft, 
1. | Comme ſee, come hear ſuch an Example 
of Þ of Heroick Virtue, of Generous Piety, 
m | of ſincere, humble, unaff ced, ſerious, 
of B11 ful Religion, as in all reſpects this 
g £1 ge hathnot produced , as hath had 
pe ere > if any Preſidents to follow, 


l | or none, but with long diſtant Inter- 
vals. 


» | An hundred Mouths and a thouſand Si mihs 
Je Tongues , though they all flowed /## cen- 


tum {11 


with Near , would be too few. to 


g deſcribe this terreſtrial Seraphim 3 
or a Ray of Lizht condenſed into a 
Fencil , and made tattile to give you 
this glorious Child of Light in viva 
1-0 ge. | 


and I ſear will be followed by few, 


s praiſe her. O for a Chryſiſtom's $,7? fine. 


or aFue 
Mouth 5 for an Angel's Tongue to bar 0 


" But... 
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But what great Maſters can pre- 
fent in minature ? what s$kilful le 
hand epiromize ſo great a ſoul , and 
draw her in /irtle ( on ſo few remait- 
ing Sands) who had nothing /itrle, © 
nothing mean , but a little eſteem off © 
her own perfefions, and being mean 
In her own eyes? 

For ſhe was truly excellent, and 
great in all reſpets: great in the 
honour of her Birth , being born 2 
| Lady, and a YVirtwoſa both , Seventh 
Daughter of that eminently H6- 
Nourable Richard , the firſt Earl of 
Cork, who being born a private Ger- 
theman, and younger Brother of 4 
younger Brother , to no other He 
Titage than 1s exprefled m the De- 
vice and Meurto, which his humble 
Gratitude inſcribed on all the Pali 
ces he built. 


God's Providence, mine Inh.ritance. 


By that Providence , and his dt 
ligent and wiſe Ind#ſtry, raiſed ſuch 
an Henonr end Eſtate , and left ſuch 
a Fanily as never any Subje&t 9 
theſe three Kingdoms did , and that 
with ſo unſpotted a Reputation d 

| integrity, 
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integrity, that the moſt inviazous 


\ /crutiny could find no blot , though 


it winnowed all the methods of his 
Riling moſt ſeverely, which our 
good Lady hath often told me with 
great content and ſatisfaction. 

This Noble Lord by his prudent 
and pious Conſort, no leſs an Or- 
nament and Honour to their Deſf- 
cendants than himſelf, was bleſſed. 
with five Sons, of which he lived 
to ſee four Lords, and Peers of the. 
Kingdom of Ireland. 

And a fifth , more than theſe Ti-- 
tles ſpeak, a Sovereign and Peer- 


} icis, in a larger Province that of u-- 


niverſal nature ſubdued, and made: 
oblequious to his inquiſttivemind. 

And eight Daughters. 

And that you may. remark how 
all things were extraordinary. in this. 
great Perſonage* it will, I hope, be 
neither unpleaſant, nor impertinent, 
to add 'a ſhort Story , I had from 
our Lady's own mouth, | 

Maſter Boyl, after Earl of. Cork, 
( who was then a Widdower ) came 
one morning to wait upon Sir Feof- 
fry Fenton, at that time a great Ot- 
ficer of. State in the. Kingdom of. 
leland, 
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Ireland; who being ingaged in By- 
| ſineſs, and not knowing who it was 
who deſired to ſpeak with him, x 
while delayed him acceſs , which 
time he ſpent pleaſantly with his 
young Daughter in her Nurſe's 
Arms. But when Sir Feoffry came, 
and ſaw whom he had made ſtay 
ſomewhat long , he civilly excuſed 
it. But Maſter Boyl replyed, he had 
been very well entertained ; and 
ſpent his time much to his {atisfaQi- 
on, in courting his- Daughter , if he 
might obtain the Honour to be ac- 
cepte2 for his Son-in-law. At which 
Sir Jeoffry ſmiling, (to hear one who 
had been formerly married , move 
for :a Wife carried in Arms , and 
under two years old ) asked him, 
if he would ſtay for her ? To which 
he frankly anſwered him, he would, 
and Sir feoffry as generouſly promi- 
ſed him , he ſhould then have his 
full Conſent. And they both kept 


their Words Honourably. And by 
this Virtuous Lady he had thirteen 
Children, Ten of which he lived 
to ſee honourably married, and di- 
ed a Grandfather by the youngeſt of 
them. | 


Nor 
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Nor did ſhe derive leſs Honour from 
the collateral , than the deſcending 

Line , being Siſter by Soul and Ge- 
nins, as Well as Blood to. theſe great 
Perſonages » Whole illuſtrious, nn [pot- 
red, and reſplendent Hononr , and 
Virtue , and whoſe uſeful Learning , 
and accurate Pens , may attone and 
explate, as wellas ſhame, the ſcan- 
dalous Blemiſhes of a debauched., and 
the many Impertinences of a ribling 
Age. 

1. Richard the. truly Right Ho- 
nourable, Loyal, Wiſe, and Virtuous 
Earl of Burlington and Cork, whoſe 
life is his faireſt, and moſt laudable 
Character. 

2. The Right Honourable Roger, 
Earl of Orrery, that great Poet, great 
States-man , great Soldicr , and great 
Every-thing , which merits the name 
of Great or Good. 

3. Francis Lord Shannon : whole 
Pocket-PiFtol ,, as he ſtiles his Book, 


| may make as wide Breaches in the 


Walls of the Capitol, as many Ca- 
nons, | 
And that Honourable , and 
wel known name, K. Boyl, Eſquire, 
that profound Philoſopher , een 
ſhed 
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ſhed Humaniſt , and excellent Divine, 
I had almoſt ſaid Lay- Biſhop , as one 
hath ſled Sir Pi Savil., whoſe 
Works alone may make a Libra- 
I. 

The Female Branches alſo ( if it 
be lawful fo to call them, whoſe 
Virtues were ſo maſculine , Souls 
knowing no diſference of Sex) by 
their Honours and Graces (by my- 
tual refleftions ) gave, and received 
luſtre, to, and from her. 

The Eldeſt of which, the Lady 
Alice, was mar ried to the Lord Ba- 
en 

The Second, the Lay Sarah, to 
the Lord Digby of Ireland, 

The Third, the Lady Leti1a, to 
the eldeſt Son of the Lord Gorzre, 
- who died Earl of Norwich, 

The Fourth, the Lady Foan , to 
the Earl of Kildare, not only Prt- 
mer Earl of Ireland, but the anci- 
enteſt Houſe in Chriſtendom of that 
degree , the preſent Ear/ being the 
ſix and twentieth, or the ſeven and 
twentieth of Lineal Deſcent. And, 
as | have heard, it was. that great 
Antiquary, King Charles the Firſt 
his obſervation , that the three an» 
clentelt 
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cienteſt Families of Europe for 
Nobility , were the Yeres in England, 
Earls of Oxford, and the Firz-Ge- 
ralds in Ireland, Earls of Kildare : 
and Montmorancy in France, *Tis 
obſervable, that the preſent young 
Earl of Kildare, is a mixture. of 
the Blood of Fuz-Geralds and 
Veres. 

The Fifth ,, the Lady Katherine, 
who was married 'to the Lord Vi- 
count Raxelaxugh , and Mother to the 
preſent generous Earl of Xarelaugh, 
of which Family I could have added 
an eminent Remark, I meet with in 
Fuller's Worthies. 

This Laay's Charatter is ſo ſigna- 
lIized by her known Merit, among 
all Perſons of Honour ; that as 1 
need not,  1o 1 dare not attempt be- 
yond this one word , She was our 
Lady's Friend-Silter. 

The Sixth , the Lady Dorothy 
Loftus. 7 

The Seventh (the number of Per- 
feftion )- which ſhut up and crown'd 
this noble Train, ( for the Eighth , 
the Lady Margaret died unmarried ) 
was our excellent Lady Afary, mar- 
ried to Charles Earl of Warwick: Of 
whom, 


90 et IIS ne > et ren. 
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whom, if I ſhould uſe the Language 
of my Text, | ſhould neither de- 
ſpair their pardon , nor fear the re- 
proach of Rudeneſs : any Dangh. 
ters, all his Daughters did virtuouſly ; 
but thou 
She was Great by her Marriage 
into the Noble N<1ghbouring Fa- 
mily , which yet received Acceſlion IUpe, 
ro its Grandeur by the Luſtre of her Þ;he 
Name and Virtuzs. Bur ſhe needed ye; 
neither borrowed Shades nor re- | 
flexive Lights, to ſet her off, be. nc 
ing perſonally great in all natural En- Ba 
dowments and Accompliſhments of | | 
Soul, and Bady, Wiidom, Beauty, of 
Favour,and Virtue. - Fri 
Great by her Tongue; for never BK; 
Woman uſed one better , ſpeaking Nan 
ſo gracefully, promptly, diſcreetly, perti- | 
zently, holily, that I have oft admired E me 
the edifying words that procceded | 
from her Mouth: Ehe: 
Great by her Pen, as you may Þ an 
(Ex pede Herculem) diſcover by that Y tg 
little Taſte of ir, the World hath I th, 
been happy in, the haſty Fruitof one 
or two interrupted hours after Sup- Þ| a; 
per, which ſhe profeſſed to me with I} cg 
a little regret , when ſhe was fur- 
prized 


The Virtuous Woman. 


prized with it's ſliding into the 
orld without her Knowledge, or 
" BAllowance , and wholly beſide her 
" BExpectation. 
Great by being the greateſt 11- 
reſs, and Promotreſs, not to ſay 
the Foundreſs, and Inventreſs of a 
Sf Bnew Science — The Art of Obliging ; 
"a fin which ſhe attained that Sovereign 
01 FperfeCtion , that ſhe reigned over all 
ct Ftheir hearts with whom ſhe did con- 
el Brerſe. | 
'& ' Great in her Nobleneſs of Living, 
X- Fand in her Freeand Splendid Hoſpi- 
1 Ftality. 
of Great in the unparallel'd Sincerity 
JV, Nof conſtant, faithful, condeſcending 
Friendſhip z and for that Law of 
or FKindneſs which dwelt in her Lips 
"5 Yand Heart, | 
be Great in her dexterity of Manage- 
-0 Fment. | | 
d | Great in her Quitkneſs to appre- 
. Ehend the difficulties of her Affairs, 
JV Yand where the ſtreſs and pinch lay, 
il F to untie the Knot, and looſe and eaſe 
M1 | them. 
ie 
J- 
h 


Great in the Conqueſt of her Self, 
ard Maſtery of her Paſſions, as [l 
could give ſeveral pregnant laſtan- 
ces, 
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ces, but eſpecially in that of. the 
death of her dear and only Son; 
wherein her behaviour was fo ſub- 
. miſs, ſerene, and calm, I corfelſs 
cannot bur judge it ſcarce imitable, 
or attainable by any other. 

Great in a thouſand things ÞVe- 
ſides, which the world admires as 
fuch; but | can be, and here pro- 
felis my ſelf her faichful witneſs, þ 
ſhe deſpiſed them all , and counted 


rhem but droſs and dung in con:pariſon of We 


the fear of God, and the excdllency of 

the knowledge of Chriſt eſus our Lord, 
The Subſtance of great Volumes 

uſes to be ſummarily contracted in- 


to Contents 2nd Tiles, All I have " 


faid is but an imperfeCt, Index, to 
this great Folio of Yoluminous Virtue, 
You that knew her muſt have the: 
Book before you, turn over the leaves 
of your own memories, and read 
with pleaſure what theſe hints refer 
you to. 

But I pronuſed you to preſent her, 


as an example of Solomon's Rule ,, let Þnd 


us therefore bring her, and the Text 
together, and never two were bet- 
ter met. lt ever this Scripture were 
fulfilled, ' tis this day fulfilled in your 
Cars. Q 
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O thou Great, Heroick, Noble, Bleſ- 
ed Sokl, ( and bleſſed be that God 
znd Grace that made thee ſuch) Ma- 
y daughters have done virtuouſly , but 
hou excelleſt them all, Thoughthou 

antedſt not Beauty, and didſt ex- 
ed in Favour; thou didit neither 
Yrize them, nor catch at praiſes by 
hem , but didſt fear the Lord with 
ll thy heart , and eſtcemedſt that thy 
my praiſe and honour. Thy hanas 


mere fruirful, and thy lips too, and thy 


ruits were many, pleaſant, uſeful, 
zſonable, ripe, ſweet, and fragant, 
oth to God and Mar. Ss, 
Thou art .now praiſing-God, and 
re are praiſing thee. with the Sprigs 
f thoſe Lawrels will we crown thee 
phich thy own hands did plant, and 


Fjc- did water 3 that God may be 
Fraiſed in thee, and for thee, and 0- 


ters drawn by holy emulation tg 
ranſcribe thy Copy. 5 4 

| ſhall begin with that which al- 
mays had the firſt place in her care, 


ind heart , her Religion , and Piety, 
which in the language of my. Text, 


the fear of the Lord, And 1 may, 


8 IS ſaid of Hananiah, Neh. 7. 2. 


ruly atteſt; that ſhe feared the Lord 
above 


= 
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above many; above moſt, not to ſayſſp 
above all : that ſhe feared the Lorth 
greatly, as 1s teltified of Ovadiah;a: 
1 Kings 18. 3. Or as David call 
himſelf God's Servant devored to hj 
fear : Plalm119. 38- So might ſhe 
molt truly. 

I ſhall give you an account of, 

1. Her Entrance, or Beginning, 

2. Progreſs, or Growth. | 

3. Prattice , and Exerciſe of Rel 
gion, as to her ſelf. 

4. Of her Zeal, and holy Indſi 
to promote it, and encourage it in 
others. 

Firſt, As to her beginning to be / | 
riouſly Religious , and to make it het 
Buſineſs in good earneft , though ſh" 
had good Education , and had been 
principled in the Grounds of Car: 
chiſm in her Youth: yet ſhe wouldſ 
confeſs ſhe underſtood nothing « 
the Life and Power of Religion upd 
her heart, had no :piritual ſenſe 0 
it, till ſome years after ſhe ws 
married. She hath told me alſo wit! 
what Prejudice and ſtrange Appre 
henſions , as to matters of Religion 
ſhe came into the Family in whidt 
ſhe [zved and died with ſo much He 

nour 
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 fayſiqur ,, for ſhe was almoſt frighted 
Lorith the diſadvantageous account 
ah $25 given of it 3 but when ſhe came 
callso ſee the regular performance of 
» bMivine Worſhip, and hear the uſe- 
- ſheſul, edifying, Preaching of the moſt 
eceſſary, praCtical , and ſubſtantial 
ruths , and obſerve the Order and 
7, Food Government , and received 
' {Encouragement from her Right Ho- 
\eliWourable Father-in-law , who had 
always an extraordinary value for 
yſrſper , and afteCtion to her : her pre- 
it a«4:ce wore off,, and Approbation fol- 
lowed. Which minds me of a Com- 
> Apariſon , nſed by. the Learned Peter 
l artyr , which occaſioned the Con- 
1 ſhFerlion of the Pious Galeacins Carac- 
heeniiolss, 
2a) 1f a man ſtanding at a great di- 
oulFſtarcce, ſee a Company dancing, he 
Eronders at their Anr:ick, Geſtures , 
portend ſeemingly ridiculous Motions , 
e offland thinks them a company of mad 
wagmen - but if he approaches nearer, 
witfand comes within the hearing” of 
prethe ſweet and harmonious Mulick, 
rio Which guides and meaſures out 
hicl thoſe Motions , and obſerves how 
Hof regularly one anſwers to the other, 
our ps he 
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he then admires them, approveyÞ}"* 
their decency and order, and defiresÞ'e! 
to dance with them. So if a mafiic 
take up the reports the world gives" 
of ſerious Chriſtians , or ſees them" 
at a diſtance buſily attending all! 
the duties of their holy - Calling andſ[*: 
Profeflion, he thinks of them Fu 
Feſtus did of Pal: that they ar"! 
beſides themſelves, or mad; But if heN'v< 
acquaint himſelf more throughlyIP 
with them, and hears and underſtands 
the Word of God, which is as it wereſſ@! 
the Muſick to which they dance,'* 
and takes notice how they meaſureſſ"! 
all their motions by its melody , hejj"? 
ſees ſuch an agreeing and beautifulſſ{i! 
conformity betwixt them ; he -can-WP! 
not but approve it, and joyn' with®* 
them. | 227 
God made uſe of two-more remote 
means of her Converſion, Affiittions Wc 
and Rerirement , the kind of the firſt, Pc" 
and the occaſion of the ſecond needſſ'®! 
not here be named. Only the di-J* 
vine Wiſdom and Grace'is very 4 
dorable,for adapting fuitable means 
to bring his purpoſes to paſs: A 
theſe were in her circumſtances, forſ 
ſhe would ſince acknowledge that 
| ; her 
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yeater great difficulty and remora , was 
rregher love of the pleaſures and vani- 
waſtics of the world , which ſhe nei- 
iveghther knew how to reconcile with 
temfithe ſtrictneſs of Religion, nor yet 
aljficould be content to part with for 
andfthat , whoſe ſweets and better plea- 
; ++fffures, ſhe was not then acquainted 
 reflwith : God therefore gradually 
fheſſweaned her , by rendring more inli- 
hlygpid what had too much pleaſed her, 
:ndeffand by giving her vacancy and free- 
rerefdom from diſtraction, to acquaint 
1ce ber ſelf more throughly with the 
ſurefitiings of God. By which ſhe was 
| heſſenabled to ſet to her ſeal to that te- 
ifytltimony which God gives to that 
Mpiritual Wiſdom , That all ber ways 
re pleaſantneſs , and all her paths are 
peace ; and to her Friends would 
frequently and freely do it, aſſuring 
em that ſhe had no caule to re- 
Jpent the change ſhe had found, of the 
blid and fatisfying pleaſures ihe ob- 
; tained in Religion , for thoſe un- 
quiet , empty ones, ſhe left in ways 
dt vanity : Thereby encouraging 
hem to zry, not doubting, but up- 
on experience they would become 

df the ſame mind, 
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Two imore immediate helps which 
God blelled to her, were the preachingJn: 
of the Word (which God hath ordainedÞS! 
for the Salvation of them that believe; Ja - 
x Cor. 1.21.) and Chriftiax Confe.fint 
rence , and (becauſe ſuch an hint: mayſw« 
do others good) the preſling the ne-Jin 
ceſlity of ſpeedy and true Repentance,At 
and ſhewing the danger of Procrafti.Gc 
ation, and puttings off, and ſtiffling}+e: 
preſent Convictions by delay : This|/p/ 
ſeemed to turn the wavering , trem-{f: 
bling Balance, and to fix the Scale ofYall 
her Reſolution. | He 

This is about nine and twentyfino 
years ſince, from which time (thovghPvic 
before her Converſation was vicelelsÞbe: 
ſweet, and inoffenſive, yet ſhe wouldap 
confeſs her mind was vain) ſhe walked 
with God moſt cloſely , circumſpetywi 
ly, accurately. AndI verily believeſſbe: 
few (if any) ever choſe the bettaſſtw 
part , more reſolutely than this ourno1 
Noble Mary, or devoted themſelveſto 
more unrelervedly to God's Love fo: 
and Fear,and Service ; learning to byJmy 
good in very good earneſt , and t9no: 
encreaſe, and grow in Grace , and Mar 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviofan 
Jeſus Chriſt, Dex 
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wich] 2- To promote this , like the wiſe 
binghwan in the Goſpel , Matth. T- 24 
inedShe dug deep to lay her Foundation on 
-ve:0a Rock, She made a ſtrift Scrutiny 
ofe. into the State of her Soul , and 
may weighed the Reaſons of her Choice, 
ne-Jin the Balance of the Sanctuary. 
nce,hAnd with the other Builder of the 
aſti. Goſpel , ſate down and conſidered with 
lingſher ſelf, what it might coſt to finiſh her 
L bis /piritz2al Edifice , and whether ſhe were 
-em-ſlfurniſhed ro defray that charge. And 
le offlalſo whether the Grounds of her 
Hope were firm, and ſuch as would 
entynot abuſe, and ſhame her ; and her E- 
wehBvidences for Heaven , ſuch as would 
leſsfibcar the Teſt, and Scripture would 
ouldJapprove. 
alkean And this ſhe drew up at large, 
pet-fwith her own hand gwacionſly, ſ0- 
lieveſtberly , modeſtly , bumbly, and about 
ettaitwenty years ſince did me the ho- 
 ournour with greateſt ſecrecy to read it 
elveto me, and obliged me with all free- 
ove dom and faithfulneſs to give her 
to iImy Judgment of it ; which I could 
d tdFnot but do with much Approbation. 
nd And this , I doubt not , remains 
vioamone ſt her \afmy Excellent Pa- 
pers, | 


X 
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'Having . thus put her hand to the 
Plouch, ſhe looked not back, but minded 
Religion as her Buſineſs indeed; and 
never gave ſuſpicion of t7ifting in fo 
ſerious a Work. 

3. Therefore for her pratice of 
It, it was her great Deſign to wakk 
worthy of God in all well-pleaſing , i 
adorn her profeſſed ſubjectzon 10 the Go- 
ſpel, by a Converſation becoming it, and 
:0 ſhew forth his virtues and praiſes, 
who had called her to his marvellous 
Light. - 

Firſt then, ſhe was circumſpeCtly 
careful to abſtain from all appearance 
of evil and in all doubtful Caſcs 
*twas her rule to take the ſureſt fide, 
for ſhe would ſay, I am ſure, *twill 
do me no hurt, to let them alone. 
Though therefore none were fur- 
ther from cenſuring -others , or u- 
ſurping Judgment over their Liber- 
ties; yet for her ſelf ſhe would ne 
ver allow her ſelf the addition of 
artificia: Handſomneſs, (uſed neither 
Paint nor Patch _) and was pleaſed 
with a ſaying of one of her ſpiritual 
Friends , upon the reading the Book 


which apologizes for it : O Lord, I 


hank thee, that thou gaveſt me ut 


Ws 
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WWit enough to write ſuch a Book, unleſs 
withal thou hadſt given we Grace enough 
d | ror ro write it, Neither would ſhe 
o }| play at any Games , becauſe, beſide 
many other inconveniences, ſhe judg- 
of | ed them great waſters of precious 
k F time : of which ſhe was always very 
50 ' thrifry. And though ſhe was known 
'0- Þ to bea Woman of good underſtand- 
nd Þ ing, yet there were three things 
es, Þ that were too hard for her , and 
us ff ſhe would confeſs ſhe could not 
comprehend them. 
ty Firſt, How thoſe who profeſſed 
nc FF to believe an Eternal Eſtate, and it's 
fes Þ dependance upon the ſhort inch of 
de, f| time, could complain of times lying 
vill Jas a dead commodity on their hand, 
ne. EF which they were troubled how to 
ur- N drive away. 
"u-F Secondly, How Chriſtians, who 
YXr- twould ſeem devout at -Church , 
ne- Fcould laugh at others for being ſe- 
| of Frious out on't , and Burleſque the 
ther Frery Bible, and turn Religion into 
aſed FRidicule. 
coal} Thirdly, How knowing men could 
300k Fake care of Souls, and ſeldom come 
1, IÞmongſt them, and never look after 
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And though in the fore-namedPar- 
ticulars, ſhe was content only to give 
Example of Forbearance : yet from 
the Play-houſe, ſince the Stage hath 
taken ſo great libexty , ſhe would 0- 
penly dehort her Friends with great- 
cſt carneſtneſs. 

She very many years ſince, began 
to keep a Diary ; and conlulted 
two, whom ſhe uſed to call her 
Soul-Friends, and ever eſteemed 
ſuch her beſt Friends, concerning 
the beſt manner of performing it. 
This, at firſt ſhe uſed to perform 
every Evening ;, but finding that 
inconvenient, by reaſon of her Lord's 
long illneſs, which gave -her many 
inevitable diverſions and interrup- 
tions at that ſeaſon, ſhe changed 
it into the quiet ſilent Morning, 
always riſing early. And therein, 
amonegſt- other things, recorded the 
daily frame of her own heart t0- 
wards God, his ſignal Providences t0 
her ſelf, and ſometimes towards 6- 
thers, hw gracious manifeſtations to 
her Soul , returns of Prayer , Tempta- 
tions reſiſted , or prevailing , or what 
ever might be uſeful for caution , or 
<ncouragement , afford her matter of 
thatk 
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- | thankfulneſs: or bumiliation. And! by 
© N| this means ſhe had arrived at ſach 
n | experience, that ſhe could conclude, 
n JF atleaſt make ſtrong conjeftures, of 
- || the events of things ſhe ſpread be- 
- || fore the Lord in prayer, by the 
frame of her own heart, in the per- 
ny formance of it, as I could inſtance 
d Þ in particulars, if it were conve- 
I nent. 
d She uſed to call Prayer Hearts- 
is | eaſe, as ſhe often found it; and 
te though her Modeſty was ſuch, and 
My ſhe was ſo far from a vain, affeCted 
at F Oftentation of her gifts, 1 cannot 
name one perſon with whom ſhe 
0} prayed, yet canl fay ſhe was as well 
Pj mighty, and fervent in prayer, as 
conſtant and abundant in it; for 
5» ſhe ſometimes uſing her voice, hath 
0, been overheard, and her own Lord 
(knowing her hours of prayer ) once 
W-l conveyed a grave Miniſter into a 
ſecret place, within hearing, whom, 


OF if I ſhould name, 1 ſuppoſe would 
9 not be denyed to be a competent 
prey Jndge, who much adfnired her 


humble fervency ; for ſhe praying 
prayed, and when ſhe uſed not an 
audible voice, her ſighs and groans 
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would eccho from her Cloſet at 
good diſtance. And the very day 
before ſhe died, ſhe was ſhut up a- 
bove an hour, which ſhe ſpent in fer- 
vent, private Prayer, notwithſtanding 
her indiſpoſition ; and indeed Prayer 
was her very Element in which ſhe 
lived, and attuallydied and 'twas as 
the vital breath of her Soul, and the 
wing that wafted it immediately to 

Heaven. | 
But if ſhe exceeded her ſelf in any 
thing, as much as ſhe excelled others 
in moſt things, 'twas in Meditation : 
this was her MaFer-priece ; for ſhe 
uſually walked two hours daily in 
the Morning, to meditatealone, in 
which Divine Art ſhe was an accom- 
pliſhed Miſtreſs, both in ſet and oc- 
caſional ; in the firſt chuſing ſome 
ſelect SubjeCt, which ſhe would preſs 
vpon her heart with intenſeſt 
thoughts , till ſhe had drawn ont all 
its Juice and Nouriihment ; and for 
the ſecond, like a ſpiritual Bee , ſhe 
would fuck Honey trom all Occur- 
rences, whole Volumes of waiich ſhe 

hath left behind her. 
After this conſecrating of the 
Day with reading Scriptures , Prayer, 
: and 
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it | and Meditation : a ſhort drefling LeQione- 
y || time, and ordering her domeſtick 4/i4ua &* 
a- | Affairs, or reading ſome good Book, nm ro] 
7. || ſpent the remainder of the Morning ,,,.,. pol 
till Chappel-prayers , from which ine aus /uum- 
er || was never ab/ſert,and at which ſhe was Bibl:othe- 
ie || ever reverent, and a devout Example 4m fece-- 
as | to her whole Family. rat Chri- 


ts, 7 
1C She was a fſtritt obſerver of the," —_ 
to || Lord's Day, whichis truly called the ;/; ex a- 
Hedge and Fence of Religion , and more D-12 


y || though ſome pleaſe themſelves to 724e legis 


. . . [. a” = 
rs || call this Fudaizing, to excuſe the ©7721 
] Lib . R . d j th { ] 4 defe A 
. lwerties they induige Lhemietves-: ,..- +, ally 


he £1 am ſore our Church hath injoyned ;/; ex de- 
in Bus all to cryto God for Mercy 5 for /iderio e- 
in the breach of, and for the Grace to js 941 le* 
n- incline our hearts to keep, the fourth 5a 
c- || Commandement, as well as any of the ©* © 
ne other 772e: and 'tis not hard to ob- 
ſs (ſerve, that the Streams of Religion : 
ſt Naredeep , or ſhallow, according as - 
all Fithoſe Banks are kept up , or neg-- 
or |kted. 
he | She wasa very devout Communicant; - 
r- Ikldom omitting to prepare her Soul - 
he lwith ſolemn faſting, to renew her Co- 
venant with God. 
he | And in the ACt of receiving, I' 
r, Fcennot think of her without Te- 
M24. flecting 
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flefting on S. Stephen, when he ſaw 
the Heavens opened, and TFeſus ſtand. 
ing at God's right hand, ' and hi; 


face was as the face of an At 
gel, 


And to encourage others to ſuch 


\ ſerious preparation to that Sacred 


Ordinance, a9 ſhe uſed before it: IT 
ſhall ſhew whiat ſweet advantages (be 
reaped in it, and by it. And this 
I ſhall do by tranſcribing word for 
word out of her Diary, what I find 
written with her own hand, con- 
cerning one of the laſt Sacrament- 
days, ſhe ever: enjoyed. For the 
Sacrament which was appointed to 
have been adminiſtred in her: La- 
dyſhips Chappel upon Eaſter-day, was 
put off by reaſon of her falling ill 
in Paſſion week. 


November, 25. Sacrament-Day, 


S ſoon as I awaked, I bleſſed 


ves God. When I had read in 


«the IYVord, the Chapters of the 
< Sufferings of my Bleſſed Saviour, | 
© ſpent much time in meditating of 
&« his dying love. By Which thoughts 
«1 found my heart much drawn out 
Cc t9 
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«0 love him, and melted by his 
*/ove; then with great and awful 
« zpprehenſions of God upon my 
* heart, I went to pray. In which 
« duty my heart was lifted up 1n the 
« high praiſes of God, for both ſpi- 
&ritual and temporal mercies : and 


= . 
"©my affcdions were much drawn 


«out in the duty, in which my heare 
«(did follow exceeding hard after 
«God, for a nearer communion with 
« him in the Sacrament, than ever.yer 
«| had. I then renewed my cove- 
*2znt with God: and made promi- 
« ſes, that by his Grace. enabling me; 
«1 wonld walk. more cloſely with 
«him for the time to come. That 
© which in eſpecial manner I begged 
«of God at this Sacrament was more 
*lveto him, more holineſs, more 
"*cortempt of the World, and the 
*Glories of it, that I might be 
* more #/cful to the Souls and Bodtes 
*of my Fellow-Chriſtians, than for- 
*merly-I had been. 


« Thoſe mercies which in eſpeci- , 


© 1 manner, I was grateful for, 


«were, the Creation and Redemption 


**0f the World, and for the Goſpel 
2nd the Corerant of Grace, and tor 
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& converting Grace , and for fuſtifica- 
&« #;0n, and for ſome meaſure of Sar- 
&« Etification : and for ſo much Pari- 
* ence exerciſed roward me , before 
* iy Converſion : and in order toit, 
« imbittering Creature-comforts , that 
© I might ſeek for Comfort aboxe : 
£« and for a ſaniified Aﬀiition , and 
< for ſome degree of Patience to 
<« bear it, and for Supports under it, 
* by the warm and lively Comforts 
© of the Holy Ghoſt - and for Returns 
*© of Prayer : and for ſo many Oppor- 
< eawitiesto ſeek unto God : and for 
<« the ſweet reviving hours I had en- 
« joyed with God in Soliride by Hea- 
« yenly eaitations: and for the 
&« Word and Sacraments, and the ſan- 
&« &ifying Motions of God's Spirit. | 
«was in a more than uſual manner 
& melted in the Duty, and ſheda very 
&« great plenty of Tears in it : which 
« when I came from, 1 found a long: 
<« 7ng defire to partake of the Lord's 


« Supper, and a great joy that I was| 
< going to partake of it. Then I 
« went to hear ———the Text was 
& 1 amtheWay, the Truth and the Life, 
© 0 man cometh tothe Father , but by 
** ie, 


«[] 


The Virtuous Woman, 

« 1 was attentive'at that good 
« Sermon.” And by what I heard . 
«© of the Excellency of Chriſt, had 
« my heart much warmed with /ove 


 &rg him: 


- 4 Aﬀterwatds, at the Conft ſion be- 
«&«fore-the' Satramene,, ] found m 
«heart in a more cherlatheg manner - 
* broken 'for my Sins 5 which 1 be- 
« mailed with great plenty of Tears, . 
« and from my heart judged , and 
« loathed my ſelf for them: »: "After - 
«[ had received, 1 found my hear: - 
©in an extraordinary manner varm- 
« ed with Jove to God.: And my. 
&« Sol did follow very bard after him, 
©rto be made more holy , and for . 
© Grace to ferve him. better-than-e--. 
© ver yet I had done. I had very. 
* lively AﬀeCtions in the- Duty ; in 

© which T received much Joy , and : 
*had ſweet Communion with God 
*mit. 


« After T had at the Table of 


A the Lord given to the Poor , 


*1 came from- the Sacrament with 
«my keart in a ſweet, grateful , 
*and Heavenly Frame, and then in | 
« private bleſſed God , for that 


X bleſſed Fexſt , and begged _—— i 
*tQ.- 
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«K to keep my Promiſes 1 had 


&« made to God , of new Obedt 


©< . ENCE. 

<« In the Afternoon I RT again 
<« the ſame Perſon, upon the fame 
« Text ; I wasin- an attentive, , feri- 


_ < ous;frame at.that good . Sermon, 


«« 'The Subject of which. was to. ſhew, 


« that Chriſt was the only Way for 


<« venitent, Sinners to Come unto the 
& Father. 

« [ medjtated upon; the Sermons, 
* and prayed them 'over. - And had 
<* alſo Meditations of the 7oys of 
* Heaven, with the thoughts of be- 
© ing for ever freed from ſim, ard of 
© being eyer with the Lord, where 
<« | ſhould enjoy b112. in his fallleſt 
& love. 

«<1 found my "TR ack; revived, 
<« nd my Soul did then make {tro:, g 


. © Sallies and Egreſſes after that blc!- 


cc ſed Reſt. "_ 
* After Family Duties were over, 


« at which | prayed with fervency 


ws did before going to Bed commit 
y ſelf to God. 

« 0 Lord, 1 do from my Soul bleſs 
<« thee for this ſweet day , in which 
« thou wert pleaſed to vouchſafe 
"Wo © unto 
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&« unto 27e, thy moſt unworthy Ser- 
« yant, more Soul-joy, than thou 
« did{t give me for along time be- 
n « fore. | 
6 She was a very ſerious and attcn- 
i- þ tive hearer of the Word, and conſtant- 
n: | ly after Sermon recofleffed what ſhe 
v, | heard, ſometimes by writing, always 
or | by thinking and calling it to- mind, 
he | that ſhe might make it her own, 
and turn 1t into practice; not con- 
s, | tt to be a forgetful fruitleſs bearer 
ad | only, but a acer, that ſhe might be 
of. | bleſſed in her deed, _ Bn 
en And ſuch ſhe was for the-external 
of | performances of Religion. | 
Ie And though this was beautifal and 
ji N lovely, yet her chief glory was within, 
in the hidden man of . 2 heart, in that 
ed, || which is not corruptible, in that adreſs 
ns | of Graces which adorned her Soul ; 
this ſtring was all of Orient Pearls, 
and evenly matched, not one ill wa- 
er, © tered, or of unequal fize. There was. 
cy © Lot one aryed or withered Limb, one 
mit | member wartizg or defettive in the 
new creature, ſhe was compleate 11 
leſs | Chriſt, all of a piece. 
1c The Head of her Knowledge was. 
ſafe | comprebenſrive and clear; The we” 
0 
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of her Faith was piercing and ſteddy. 
The Ear of her obedience was oper 
and light of hearing, and bored at the 
aoor poſts of wiſdom's houſe. Her Pa- 
late was ſavoury, and reliſhin7, to 
which God's Law was ſweeter rhan 
the honey, and the honey comb, and 
more efteemed than her neceſſary food. 
The Cheeks of her Madefty were 
fair and ruddy. The Arms of her 
deſires were ſtretched out after God, 
and flexile, to embrace' im. The 
Hands 'of her Fuſtice and Chirity 
were ſtrong and open. The' Breaſts 
of her Bounty were well-faſh;oned, 
and full of milk, and the Bowels of 
her compaſſion were reader and frut- 
fil. Her hunger and thirſt after ri5h- 
teouſreſs was even. greedy and 1nſari- 
able. The heart of her ſincerity 
was ſound and lively, and the pulſe of 
her conſcience ſmooth and egqral, 
The feer of her . affections were 
, ſmifter than the Roes on the Mountains 
of Bether, more truly winged than 
th& Poets feign their - dercuries, 
The natural heat of her Zeal more 
fervent then the coals of Funipcr, and 
the radical moiſtire of her repen-' 
tance more fi1d than: the {rings of 
| Piſoah, 
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Piſzah. Being ſeen with dry eyes, 
under tear-moving circumſtances , 
which very nearly concerned her. 
ſelf, and being asked, how ſhe 
could refrain? She replied, 1 deſire to 
weep for nothing but my ſins. Her name 
was as ointment poured forth , which 
made her the delight and admiration 
of all good men and women) yea , 
you may call her a She Feaidiah, a Fe- 
male Lemuect, the Lord's delight, ſhe 
with whom God was. 

Now the Soul of this excellent 
Body, which animated all its goodly 
parts within, was the love of God, 
and the gorgeous Robe which cloath- 
ed it without, was her deep Humility, 
Theſe were the Sun and Moon in this 
great Firmament, all whoſe Stars 
were of the firſ# magnitude, and the 
leaſt of which would have made the 
great Luminary in another Orb. 
Such was this beanteous Spouſe of 
Chriſt, ſo like her Heavenly Bride- 
groom,that for that reſemblance ſake, 
we may ſay of her ſhe was exceeding 
lovely. | 

Nor was ſhe leſs ſolicitous to 


Fmake others good, than to be 1ſo 


her ſelf, She well remembred our 
| Sayiour's 
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Saviour's charge to St. Perer, When © 
thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy Bre- , 
thren: She ſet her heart to build | © 
God's ſpiritual Temple, and there. 
fore ſhe applyed her ſelf to it with Þ" 
all-her might. . She had holy Tranſ. Js 
ports for the Glory of God,. and ſhe l 
was agreat Lover of Souls, and thoſe 


too engaged her to promote Religi- 
on with utmoſt induſtry and zeal, || 
which tnat ſhe might accompliſh | 
more advantageoully, 

1. She avowedly deſigned to re. | P 
preſent Religion as amriable, and (c 


taking, and free from wulgar prejudice, dl 
as poſlibly ſhe might; not ſp as. 
in 


might eftright and ſcare men from 
it: but that it might 2/ure them, YZ 
and inſimuate it's ſelf into their love 
and liking : to this end ſhe was «f- I} © 


fable, familiar , pleaſant, of a fre, 


and agreeable converſation, unaffet- pol 
ed, not ſour, reſerved, moroſe, 4, 
adejetted, melancholy, which preſents 
Religion moſt diſadvantageoully. 
She was naturally of the ſweeteſt Þ| P9 
temper in the World: and Grace 
inoculated into ſuch a ſtock, thrives 
even luxuriantly. Whereas ſome 


sralbed, peeviſh, ſulicu natures ſtarve 
I ba 
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the beſt Cien they are grafted with. 
As I remember one, of whom 'twas 
uſually ſaid, he had Grace enough 
for ſeven other men, yet ſcarce e- 
nough for himſelf, And ſhe made 


grace and nature both ſubſervient to 


the good of others. 

As we ſay of fome neat, well- 
faſhioned perſons, what e're they 
wear becomes them, and fits well: 
| muſt do her this right, to teſtifie, 
| never ſaw Religion become any 
perſon better. And 'twas hard not 
to approve and lovea Drels ſo decent 
and adorning. 

2. She kept her ſelf free and di/- 
interefſed from all Parties and FaCti- 
ons, that none might ſufpedct a de- 
ſign of making Proſelytes to any, but 
to God. 

She was neither of Paul, nor A4- 
polos, nor Cephas, but only Chriſt. 
Her name was Chriſt;an, and her Sir- 
name Gatholick; ſhe had a large and 
unconfhined Soul, not hemm'd in, or 
pounded up within the Circle of a- 
ny man's name or drawing, a Lati-: 


E txainarian 1n the true commendable 


ſenſe : and whoever feared God, and 
wrought righteouſneſs was accepred of 
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She very inoffenſively, regularly, de- £m 
vontly,, obſerved all the Orders of || vl 
the Church of Ezglard, in its Litur- |! 
gy and publick Service, which ſhe 
failed not to attend twice a day'ÞSa 
with exemplary Reverence, yer was (C0! 
ſhe very far from placing Religion £0! 
in Ritual Obſervances. And I may 
not deny, that ſhe would ſometimes 
warm her heart (though never with 1 
ſtrange fire ) at private Altars in her 
own Chamber or Cloſet. en 
'3. She would perfume the-com- Ji 
pany with good diſcourſe, to pre- JÞi! 
vent idle, or worſe communication,. 
not abrubtly, wpbraidingly, or impor. fo1 
zunely, which is very zanſecous and 
fulſome, and ſpoils a good game by bad [#1 
playing: But ſhe was like a ſpiritual FAll 
Stove, you ſhould fee! the heat, and || 
/ not /ee the fire, and find your ſelf in 
other company amoneglt the ſame per- 
ſons, and rather wonder than percejve 
how you came there ; for ſhe would 
drop a wiſe ſentence, or moral holy 
Apothegm (with which ſhe was ad-'| 
mirably furniſhed, of her own mak- 
ing or collection ) that ſuited with, 
at leaſt not far remote. from what |" 
was talked of, and commending, or 
improving 
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improving that, ſhe'd wind about the 
whole diſcourſe without offence, yea, 
r- {with pleaſure. 
he | She kept a Book of ſuch wiſe, pithy 
ay Sayings, much valuing words, which 
as Icontain'd great uſe and wort in little 
on |compaſs. 
ay | 1 {hall tranſcribe a few of many. | 
es | 
ith HE almoſt Chriſtian is the un- 
er happieſt Man, having Religion 

enough to make the World hate him; 
n- and not enough to make God love 
Oo him. 
n,. | God's Servants ſhould be as bold 
77.. {for him, as the Devils are for him. 
nd- 4 What will make- thee happy at 
ad. Feny time, may make thee happy at 
wl Fall times. 
nd | O Lord, what I give thee, doth 
in ot pleaſe thee, unleſs I give thee my 
y- Felf. So what thou giveſt me ſhall 
we Int ſatisfie- me, unleſs thou give me 
1d filthy ſelf. 
xy | © Lord, who giveſt Grace to the 
& —_— give me grace to be hum- 
k- Ile. 
h, | He loves God too little, who loves 
at oy thing with -him, which he loves 
or Wot for him. 

The 
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The true meaſure of loving,God, is 
to love him without meaſure. 

So ſpeak to God, as though men 
heard thee, ſo ſpeak to- men, as 
knowing God hears thee. 

Seneca ſaid, he was better born 
than to be a ſlave to his Body. 

Luther ſaid, Chriſt's Croſs is no 
Letter, yet it taught him more than 
all the Alphabet. - 

We ſhould meditate of Chriſt's 
Croſs, till we be faſtened as 
cloſe to him, as he was to his 
Crols. 

By how much the more Chriſt 
made himſelf vile for us; by f{ 
much the more precious he ſhoulc 
be to us. 

We need every day blood for our 
hearts : as water for.our hands. 

Through Chriſt's wounds, we 
may ſee his Bowels. 

He only can ſatisfie us, who ſatisned 

for us. 
He that takes np Chriſt's Crols 
handſomely, ſhall find it ſuch a bur: 
den, as Wings to a Bird, or Sails to 
a Ship. | 

'Tis a great honour to be Almo- 
ner to the King of Heaven, | 
ON: 
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beſt ſoil, which brings forth an 
1en [hundred-fold. 
az] Who would not ſtarve a Luſt to 
feed a Saint ? 
ornf| To give is the greateſt Senſuality : 
How indulgent then is God to anne x 
 nofſ{uture rewards, to whatisſo. much its 
hanfown recompence ? 
To be libelled for Chriſt is the beſt 
fs Panegyrick. 
sf Where affliction is heayy, ſin is 
his Y light. 
Ged chaſtiſes whom he loves, but 
ri hc loves 10t to chaſtiſe. 
- ff 5in brought death 1ato the world, 
yuldNand nothing but death will carry ſin 
out of the world. 
ourfl If all mens troubles were brought 
into a common ſtore, every one would 
welt carry back what he brought, rather 
than ſtand to a ſhare of an equal di- 
.<{ff VION. 
Though time be not laſting, what 
rok} depends on it, is everlaſting. 
ur The beſt Shield againſt Slanderers, 
Is to} iS to live ſo, that none may beheve 
them. : 
He that revenges an injury, acts 
the part of an Executioner. = 
| tat 


The 'Bowels of the poor are the 
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that pardons it , adts the part of aſe 
Prince. Jon; 
Sanftified afflictions are ſpiritual 
promotions. - ; 
Man is a pile of Duſt, and puff 
Wind. "8 
Why are we ſo fond of that lifeſ* n: 
which begins with a Cry, and ends* F 
witha Groan! ' al 
But I will not cloy you, knowing 
it is ſafeſt to riſe with an appetite;ſſ' 
even when we are entertained at a 
Banquet. *Q 
4. Where ſhe had particular kid-F*E 
eſs, or perſonal intereſt, ſhe would 
improve the authority of her fr:end-F 
ſhip to gentle', but free correption; 
and argue, and perſwade ſo ſtreny- 
ouſly, that her Bow, like Jonathan's, 
ſeldom returned empty ;, and plead theſſ al 
cauſe of God, and their own ſouls, ff '1 
to whom ſhe ſpake with ſo winning} 
and infinuating ſweetneſs, that *'twas it 
hard to reſiſt the Sada, ſhall I ſay,ſ' ®/ 
or rather the /pirie, by which ſheſſ th 
ſpoke. Let me reſound and eccho 
from her /zps (though alas too faint- 
ly) how fhe wonld with melting 
charms, and powerful ſtrains, at-F} 
tempt upon the Friends, for wu ti 
c 
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of allſhe had a kindneſs, and whom ſhe 
longed to reſcue. 


val 
0 


life 
nds 


*C"Ome, come, my Friend, you 
* muſt be good, you ſhall be 
*good; I cannot be ſo unkind, 
'nay, ſo unfaithful to the laws of 
'Friendſhip, as to let you perliſt, 
' and Perilh in a way, you know as 
ing} well as |, leads down to Hell. It 
te;f* grieves my very Soul to ſee ſogood 
t aff* a nature enſnared againſt the di- 

*@ates of its own light, by bad 
1d. Example, Cuſtom or ſomewhat 
elſe And if they replyed 
with excuſes, ſhe would ſtop them 
Shus: © I pray, my Friend, have 
-n-F* patience, hear me out, I know, or 
*oneſs at leaſt, what you would ſay, 
theſffand I would not have you ſay it. 
als, f*'Tis bad to commit fin, but 'cis 
ing worſe to plead for it, and defend 
wasf"it. Done ſin ſo dangerouſly as thoſe 
ay, Pho ſin with excuſes. The Devil 
ſheſf*then ties a new. ſnare, when he 
choÞF* gets into our tongues to faſten us 
int-}*to our failings, and raiſes an 
ing] out-work in our own mouths, to 
at-F' ſecure the Fort he poſleſles in our 
' hearts ; I take it for granted, all 
© other 


3r 
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& other Holds were lighted eaſily n 
« could you conquer ſuch or ſuch F't 
&© vice, too much by cuſtom prevaiF* n 
& ling with you. Unhappy cuſton* c 
<« that dares preſcribe againſt God'F* h 
© Law But, Friend, uſe ng* n 
« arguments that will not hold waf} © 
& ter at the day of judgment : rhoughſ* G 
&« hand joyn in hand, you know wha V 
<« follows. And no example, cuf* V 
* ſtom, or number ſhould allure vg* o: 
& which cannot excuſe us, and ſecur@* tl 
« ns. But this is the miſchief « 
<« fin lived in, it bewitches thi 
© heart to love it, that it cannoff 
«leave it. Cannot, ſo men loy 
© to ſpeak; but 'tis becauſe the 
© will not, that is, will uſe no infſ{ ye 
& deavours to be rid on't. But yo*th 
« muſt leave it, there's no remedy*en 
« though it coſt you trouble, ſmariſſ*( x 
<« and ſelf-denial. There's as mndÞ* m 
<« 25all this comes to, in curring off I* m 
&« right hand, ond digoing out a rig! 
* eye. I ſpeak to you, as to onelf 
«© whom I have a party to help m 
** plead. I mean your Conicience 
**and the Belief of the ScriptureF* 
<« for if you were one of thoſe « 
© whom you know I uſe to ſet mF th 
«> ma 
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iy mark, I ſhould-not give-you this 
h F* crouble, nor eſteem my ſelf under 
vai* more than the Laws of general 
tonfſ® charity to wiſh you better, ſhould 
od'F* hardly venture my little skill ro 
* make you ſo. 
wall © But as for yon, who ſtill own 
oſ® God's authority, | and believe his 
rhaff Word, and attend his Worlhip; 
«Why ſhould '1 deſpair of making 
> vsÞ* one piece of your ſelf, agree with 
cur*® the other, your PraCtice with your 
" offl*Convittions, your Converſation 
x with your Comcience. 
nnoſ} © And not to fright you with 
lorÞ® the Thunder-claps of wrath and 
theſ® vengeance, and Gods judging 
) inf® you know whom — liſten to 
'the ſtill voice, 'ris your pecuhar 
edyſ® eminency to be kind and grateful 
xartÞ* (and becauſe there is a kind of 
nncF® magnetick virtue in thoſe argu- 
off F* ments which touch. our' temper, 
rigf* and a ſtring will move it ſelf when 
nelfſ* another inſtrument 1s touched 
) mFſ*that's ſet to the ſame Key, and 
nF* pitch) 1 ſhall attack you on that 
We ſide, hoping the ſtrongeſt exce]- 
e of lency of your nature, will prove 
; mſſ* the weakeſt defenſative for 
ma E Wd; 
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&« ſin, and to keep our God. 

« You therefore who are ſo good- 
<« natured, ſo kind, ſo grateful, thar 
© you never think you have acquitted 
« your ſelf ſufficiently to thoſe who 
« have been civil, or as you pleaſe 
© to call t obliging : Oh how can 
bs be ſo unkind, and ſo un- 
« grateful unto God Almighty, the 
« kindeſt Friend, who is ſo much 
« before-hand with you, who hath 
<« given you ſo much, and is ſo rez- 
« dy to forgive you all. Oh that you, 
« who I dare ſay would take my 
« word for any thing elſe, would do 
<c me the honour to take my word 
« for him,whol aſſure you upon your 
< ſincere repentance will be fully 
© reconciled to you in Chriſt, and 
<« never {o much as upbraid your paſt 
« neglects, but heal your back-ſlidings, 
<« and love you freely. * And do not 
<« fear you ſhall have cauſe to repent 
« of your repentance. Vo mar te 
< wer yet was a loſer by God; and you 
< ſhan't be the firſt: you ſtall not 
< loſe your pleaſures, but exchauge 
< them, defiling ones for pure and 
© clean, and raviſhing. And letit 
© not ſeem ſtrange, or incredible to 
& you, 
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*you, that there ſhould be ſuch 
*things, becauſe perhaps you never 
«felt them ! Alas you have deprived 
* your ſelf unhappily, by being un- 
* capable of them. Mew wine muſt be 
« 2ut into new bottles. 

«To ſay nothing of what the 
« Scriptures ſpeak of a day in God's 
& courts being better than. a thouſand, 
«© 2nd of joys unſpeakable, and full of 
« olory, of the great peace they have 
« who keep God's Law, and that 10- 
« thing ſhall offend them ;, that wiſdoms 
« ways are pleaſantneſs. Let my 
« weakneſs reaſon out the caſe with 
«you. Do you think that God's 
«Angels, which excel in all perfe- 
«tions, have_no delights, becauſe 
«they have no fleſh, no ſenſe, no bo. 
«dies, as men and beaſts? or have 
©our Souls (the Angels in theſe 
«houſes of clay ) which are Gad's 
* Images, and the price of his Biood, 


-K © no Objects, no employ ments vhich 


*may yield tiiem delight and fatif- 
*faction? : 

© Think not ſo unworthily of 
*God, or meanly of your ſelf; 
* have not the ſtroaks of your own 
* fancy, or the intelletual plca- 
E 2 © {fUrcs$ 
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< ſures of your mind, ſometimes 
<« tranſported you beyond all the 
« charms of your ſenſes, when they 
© have chimed- ail in tune toge- 
< ther. - 


« And cannot God, think you, (| 


< who is a ſpirit, and fo fit an ob- 
&« jet for our ſouls, give them as 
<« preat pleaſures, as any objet of 
« our taſte and light ? 

« Come, come, my Frierd, take 
© my word for't, there 1s more 
<« pleaſure in the peace of a good 
© conſcience, and in well grounded 
© hopes our ſins are pardoned, 
© and in ſerving God, and expe- 
<« tation of eternal life, than in 
© all the pleaſures in the World, 
« Alas, I was once of your mind; 
<« but I aſſure you upon my word, 
«[have really tound more ſatisfacti- 
* oninſerving God,than ever I found 
© inall the good things of the world, 
* of which you know I have had my 
<« ſhare. | 


<« Try therefore, dare ro be good, 


<« reſolve to be ſo throughly ; andif 
© you d5 not find it much berter than 
«Thavetold you,never take my word, 
** or truſt me more. 

TT hus 
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Thus and much more- powerfully 
would her zeal for their good, cauſe 
her to argue with her Friends, that 
ſhe might by holy violence attract 


| them, and allure them to be good, 


and happy. Þ 
$5. She was of an extenſive charity, 
and would make people good by 
believing them to-be ſo, and by this 
engagement make them. aſhamed to 
deceive her hopes, and diſappoint her 
expectation. | 

6. She had a tender , conſcient1- 
ous care to provide good Miniſters ,, 
and to encourage them, would aug- 
ment their maintenance where: ' 
'twas ſmall; LZeez, Braintree, and 
Foulneſs, &c. may be her witneſles 
in this; and indeed ſhe was the 
heartieſt and trueſt Friend. I ever 
knew to- ſuch, and do deſpair 
ever to know her like, in this re- 
ſpect. 

7. She had a great care of the 
Souls of her Servants, and if ſhe had 


* any ambition in her, *twas in this, to 


be the Miſtreſs of a religions Family. 
This appeared amongſt others, in 
theſe particulars. 

I, In exacting their attendance 
EK 3 on 
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on God's publick Worſhip, and reve- 
rent behaviour there. 

Her Eye ſurveyed her Chappel, and 
none could be abſent, but the would 
miſs them. 

2. In perſonal inſtruftion, and fami- 


liar perſwading of them, I appeal to 


the conſciences, of all that ſerved her, 
what one of them hath ſhe rot, on 
ſome occaſion, dealt with to dothem 
good. 

3. In preparing them for, and per- 


ſwading them to the frequent per- 


ticipation of the Lord's moſt holy 
Supper. 

4. In ſcattering good Books in all 
the common Rooms and places of at- 
tendance. that thoſe that waited might 
not loſe their time, but well employ 
It, and have a bait laid of ſome practi- 
cal, uſeful Book, and fitted to their 
capacity, which might catch and take 
them. 

5- In making it the Footſtep to pre- 
ferment,for ſhe uſed to make the hun- 
dredth and firſt Pſalm the Rule of her 
Occonomicks ;, and though ſhe treated 
- all her ſervants as Friends, yet they 
were her Favourites, which molt lig- 
nally feared God, F 
AN 
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And ſhe was not a firſt Table 
Chriſtian only, we need not draw her 
Picture with a ſide-face, to hide the 
dishgurements of either: ſide, both 
her hands wrought in the work of 
God : the did not Claudicare, but 
walked in his ways with both her 
Feet. She had learned S. John's Leflon: 
That he who loves Gol, muſt love his 
Brother alſo. 


1. She was exattly righteous. 
2. She was prodigionſly charitable. 


I. She was exatlly juſt in word 
and aced. She never forfeited her Ti- 
le, to the priviledge of Peerage, to 
be believed upon the honour of her 
word; which was as ſacred as any 
oath, and as good ſecurity as many 
buds. No inconvenience to her 
ſelf would make her recoil, or flinch 
from the Obligations ſhe- had 
brought. her ſelf under, by her own 
mouth : yea, ſhe had ſuch an ab- 
horrence of a diſhonorable Receſs, 
from expreſs, or but intimated Pro- 
miſes, that ir wonld render - her e- 
ſteem of ſach perſons exceeding 
cheap and mean, who by. little arts 

E. 4 and. 
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on God's publick Worſhip, and reve- 
rent behaviour there. 

Her Eye ſurveyed her Chapel, ard 
none could be abſent, but the would 
op. | 

2. In perſonal inſtruttion, and fami- 
liar perſ{wading of them, 1 appeal to 
the conſciences, of all that ſerved her, 
what one of them hath ſhe rot, on 
lome occaſion, dealt with to dothem 
good. | 

3. In preparing them for, and per- 
iwading them to the frequent per- 
ticipation of the Lord's moſt holy 
Supper. 

4. In ſcattering good Books in all 
the common Rooms and places of at- 
tendance. that thoſe that waited might 
not loſe their time, but well employ 
It, and have a bait laid of ſome practi- 
cal, uſeful Book, and fitted to their 
capacity, which might catch and take 
them. 

5- In making it the Footſtep to pre- 
ferment,for ſhe uſed to make the hun- 
dredth and firſt Pſalm the Kzle of her 
Oeconomicks;, and though ſhe treated 
- all her ſervants as Friends, yet they 
were her Favourites, which molt lig- 
nally feared God, . 
An 
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And ſhe was not a firſt Table 
Chriſtian only, we need not draw her 
Picture with a ſide-face, to hide the 
disigurements of either: ſide, both 
her hands wrought in the work of 
God : ſhe did not Claudicare, but 
walked in his ways with both her 
Feet. She had learned S. Johz's Leſſon: 
That he who loves Gol, miſt love his 
Brother alſo. 


1. She was exattly righteous. : 
2. She was prodigionſly charitable. 


1. She was exadtly juſt in word 
and deed. She never forfeited her Tz- 
ze, to the priviledge of Peerage, to 
be believed upon the horow of her 
word; which was as ſacred as any 
oath, and as good ſecurity as many 
bonds. No inconvenience to her 
ſelf would make her recoil, or flinch 
from the Obligations ſhe had 
brought. her ſelf under, by her own 
mouth: yea, ſhe had ſuch an ab- 


horrence of a diſhonorable Receſs, 


from expreſs, or but intimated: Pro- 
miſes, that ir wonld render -her e- 
ſeem of ſuch perſons exceeding 
cheap and mean, who by, little arts 
E 4 and. 
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'and ſhifts would looſe and free. 


themſelves from their engage- 
ments, and diſappoint the expeCta- 
tions they had raiſed in others, to 
ſave their charges, accounting their 
money ſpared, a very poor and 
baſe redemption of their reputa- 
tion. 

She abhorred a lye ;, and uſed mo- 
deſtly to give this teſtimony of her 
ſelf, You he T dare not, I will nt 
tye. And her Lord knew this 6 
well, that though he were poſ#;ve 
enough, yet would never perlift, 
if there happened any conteſt, a- 
gainſt * whatever fhe affirmed per- 
emptorily. 

And a lye was the fouleſt blemiſh 
any could ſtain themſelves with, in 
converſing with her; and the moſt 
empardonable fault, a ſervant could 
contract, to whom ſhe uſed to ſay, 
Tell me the Truth, and I can forgive you 
any thing. 

I ſhall take liberty on this occaſion 
to add a pallage, which may be uſe- 
ful on a double account. 


1. To let her honourable Frierds' 


know fhe forgot them not, though her 
purpoſes were prevented. : 


2. How 


The Virtuous Woman: 


2. How ſhe feared the ſhadow of 4 
lye. 
: About a Month before ſhe died, 
ſl.e was, ( though then in as perfect 
health, as I have known her) de- 
termined to alter her will, And 
whereas ſhe had before given many 
honourable Legacies in money to per= 
ſons of great Quality : ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe would alrer rhem all, for this 
reaſon, becauſe they were rich, and 
nioney they neeaed not: but ſhe. 
would give it in ſomething they 
might keep, as kind memorials of 
her: and when ſhe had ſet down 
all their names in a Paper, ſhe alſo 
bethought her ſelf what would be 
moſt acceptable to every of them : 
For , ſaid ſhe, that renders a gift moſt 
agreeable, when it ſuits the fancy of 
the party to whom it is deſ;gned, And 
then ſurveying her own ſtore, ſhe 
fixed on what to give to moſt of 
them; but not finding her feli a&tu- * 
ally provided, of what ſhe might be- 
queath to all, ſhe reſoived to leave 


Ki! toa Coarcsl, to be annexed to her 


Wit, and expreſly ſaid, ©1 am 
now, God willing, going to Lon- 
*d97., When 1 have finiſhed my 
-<« [FIT,. 


| The Virtuons Woman 
EF JW, and then I will by diſcourſe 
© find out, wndiſceracd, what will 
© be moſt pleaſing to every one of 
«them, and will provide accord- 
« ingly. Yet when the draught of 
of her Will vas made, ſhe would 
put into the Will ir ſelf for the 
Right Honourable the Counteſs of 
Scarſdale, her beloved Siſfer-in-law, 
(who was one of that number to 
which in her former Will ſhe had 
given a Legacy in money) 4 ſet of 
ſilver Sconces, which adorned her 
own Chamber. And when I asked 


her Ladyſhip why ſhe would not 


leave her too the Coateil among, the 
reſt, ſhe was pleaſed to give this 
reaſon : Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, ſhe 1s the 
only perſon living to whom I ever in- 
timated being in my will, and I would 
not die, aud have it found otherwiſe, 
aud fo be under the ſuſpicion of hang 
zold a lie, or aying with a lie in ny 
704th, 

She had learned S. PauPs Leon 
to perfection, To ſpeak evil of 1 
man: and where ſhe conld not 
ſpeak well, the worſt injury ſhe 
would do was to. be filent, and ſay 


ROthing, unleſs it were to ſome - 
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gle Friend, - of whoſe Taciturnity ſhe 
was ſecure by experience. 

Nor would ſhe invidiouſly dimi- 
nih the juſt praiſes of any who de- 
ſerved them. Nay., would rather ſtudy 
to extenuate- their other failings, 
by preſenting the light ſide tro hide 
the dark one. And would commend. 
them for one good quality” or aCti-* 
on, to cover many bad ones : and. 
would ſay, yet I muſt do them this 
right, they are fo, or 46 tor 
ali ch1s. - 

And ſhe was. no leſs accurately juſ# 
in deed than word: ſne had learned to 
do, 38 well as to ſay fh= not only 
gave goodly words, but good pcrfor- 
MAjiICES, 

And becauſe the due diſcharge. of 
the duties of our Relations, is one 
of the moſt ſignal evidences ot 
Righteonſneſs, and the greateſt or- 
nament of our Profeſſion of Relt- 
f10n ; T'ſhall touch briefly how ſhe 
wed ro acquit her ſelf in that re- 
ipet: as a Wife to her Husband /;- 
ng, as an Executrix to his Will, and 
alruſtce to the Eſtate z, as a Mother, 
8 a Darghter, as a Sifter, as a' Friena, 
is a Miſtreſs, as a Lanalady,. 2s a 
| Neighbour. 
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Neighbour. Inall which ſhe was as a 
ſmgular Bleſſing to her Relatives, lo an 
eminent example to others. 

Firſt, asa Wife. The heart of her 
Husband aid ſafely truſt in her, and ſhe 
did him good, and not evil all the day; 
of his life, Never was woman more 
truly a Crown or Ornament to Man, 
She always lived with a ſenſe of the 
Covenant of God, which was betwixt 
them, upon her heart. She was an 
equal mixture of affcfionate Obedience, 
and obedjential Afﬀection. 

She would conceal and hide his 
infirmities, deeply ſympathiſed in 
his long indiſpolitions, attended 
and relieved him under them with 
the greateft tenderneſs, loved his 
Soul, and would both counſel him 
with prudent zeal, and pray for hin 
with greateſt ardours, and fervency, 
And he was not wanting 1 praiſing 
her. He hath with vehement pro- 
teſtations ſaid to me: AH had ra 
ther have her with frve thouſand pound 
(though ſhe bronght him - much 
more) than any woman living wit 
twenty, Yea, when the very lor 
rents - of his Sorrow were highel 
for the death of his only Son ( aud 
Family 
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Family ) he made that the circum- 
llexing Accert of his Grief : 'rwould 
kat his Wife , which was he ſaid more 
ro him than an hunared Sons : Sed quid 
verba audiam , cum fatta videam : 
He gave her hu whole Eſtate, as an ho- 
norary Teſtimony of his grateful Eſtcem 
of her Merits towards him , and left 
her ſole Executrix; a high Teſtimony 
of his Confidence in her Integrity. 
Which 1r«/#, though it coſt her al- 
moſt unſpeakable Labour and Diſficul- 
ties, ſhe diſcharged with ſuch indefa- 
tigable pains, ſuch ſcrupulous exaCt- 
neſs, and admirable prudence, that 
as ſhe failed not of one Tittle of the 
Wil, till all was fulfilled ; ſo ſhene- 
ver gave, or left occaſion of the leaſt 
noiſe of any complaining,: of any in- 
tereſted Perſon , but rendred all 
more than ſilent, ſatisfied, more than 
ſatisfied, applanding, and admiring her 
prudent, and honourable ConduCt 
of that great Aﬀair. Which ſhe 
owned to God with much thankful- 
nels, as no ſmall Mercy and Bleſling 
to her, And for that Noble Eſtate 
which was to deſcend to others af- 
ter her , ſhe would not have wrong- 
ed it in the leaſt, to have gained the 
diſpoſal 
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diſpoſal of the whole ; and there- 
fore was at vaſt Expences in Repairs, 
both on the Manton , 'and Farms, 


though her ſelf but a Termer : 


yea, though none were more ready 
to recede from their -own Right, 
which determinated in her own Per- 
ſonal Intereſts; yet would ſhe be 
{tiff, and tenacious, in what may con- 
cern her Succeſlors : Uſually faying, 
whatever ſhe loſt her ſelf, ſhe would 
never give occaſion to them that 
came after her, to ſay , ſhe |:ad dam- 
nifhed the Eſtate, or wronged her 
Truſt,or them. I muſt add one par- 
ticular, becauſe I believe (he was the 
firlt, and will be the laſt inftance of 
It. 

Her noble , ſplendid way of living 
(which in molt is ſacrificing to their 
Vanity and Oftentation, for the liv- 
ed very great, as you all are Witreſ- 
fes) was not an Act of Pride and A- 
bition , but pwely, at leaf principally 
of Conſcience : the would not con- 
tract, or abate, becauſe-ſhe would not 
deceive her Lord's Truſt, who gave 


aer the Eſtate to keep up the ho-- 


nonr of his Name and Family, 4n a 
Place where it had flonriſhed, and 11 
that 
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that kind been famous ſo many years. 

She was a molt incomparable Mo- 
ther, which appeared in the Educa- 
tion of one Son of her Body , and 
three Daughters of her Soul ; for 
ſol may truly ſpeak. She never bare 
more than two Chileren; one Dangh- 


| ter, who died young, anda Son, the 


gallant , hopeful, young Lord Rich, 
of whom the World hath had an 
account, by the ſame hand which 
hath had the unhappy honour to 
be employed the third time in this 
mournful Service : Planttus unizenits 
at the Lora Rich's Funeral : Leez la- 
crymans at the Earl of Warwick's: and 
this. 

The Pious Methods of whoſe E- 
ducation might be ſuggeſted , with 
advantage , but I ſhould never have 
done, ſhouldI allow my ſelf liberty 
to enlarge on all was commendable, 
or exemplary ; yet one thing I will 
not conceal ; thoſe three excellent 
Ladies to whom ſhe was an own Me- 
ther, though but an Aunt-1n-law, and 
who are by their Couſins death he- 
come {o vaſt Fortunes to their Hul- 
bands , being left with lefs plentiful 
Portions, ſhe would evenduring her 
. 90N's 
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Son's life , never leave preſling her 
Lord to make Noble Provilion for, 
and ſettle their Portions ſuitable to 
their Birth and Qualities, which as 
they well knew , ſo | doubt not but 
they will moſt readily atteſt with be- 
coming Acknowledgments, as allo all 
the other never-to-be forgotten Ob- 
ligations , which ſhe ſo nobly ceaſed 
not , to pleaſe her kind humour, in 
conferring on them. 

I never perſonally ſaw her Right 
Honourable Father , nor could re- 
member her dutitul obſervances of 
him ; but this I krow, that Engage: 
ments of her own AfﬀecCtions would 
not ſuperſede her Reſpects to him 1n 
her Marriage.,till his full Conſent and 
Approbation was obtained. 

And no Child. could make more 
honourable mention of Parents than 
] have heard her do of hers, and for 
the tranſmitting it to Poſterity , 1 
cannot lay ihe had reſolved to write 
and publiſh her Father's Life ; bnt 1 
can, and do affirm , ſhe had it in de- 
liberation, and had conſiderable Ma- 
terials and Colleftions, many of 
which ſhe hath diſcourſed , and read 
to me, or given me the favour to read 


my lf, - - an 
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She was 10 endearing a Siſter, no 
Language can expreſs it ; and there 
fore it would be inexcufable boldneſs 
for me to attempr it. 

A Friend ſo fauhful, ſo kind, fo con- 
ſtant, ſo condeſcending, {o open, 1o free, 
anreſerued, unſuſpicions, ax | believe 15 
not to be fonnd on Earth. I could 
give inſtance of a Friendſhip, which 
as ſhe youciiſafed to contratt with 
much condeſcention on her part,con- 
tinued thirty years, not only witnoue 
interruption, or Eclipſe, but without 
the leaſt cloud or ſhadow of mil- 
underſtanding on either ſide for that 
long ſpace. 

The beſt Miſtreſs in the World, to 
?Imoit a Proverb, in a double care, 
both of the ſpiritual and bodily 
welfare of her Servants, whom ſhe 
as much loved to pleaſe, as other 
Perſons Servants can do to pleaſe 
their Maſters ; it being her peculiar 
delight to render the lives of all ea- 
lie and pleaſant, and free from diſ- 
content , that they might ſerve God 
with chearfulneſs. And when ſhe 
was to leave them, ſhe lett- not off 
her kindneſs to them, or care for 
them, but provided to the uttermoſt 
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of her power, for their comforta- 
ble Subiiſtence, according to their 
degree and time of Service, giving | w' 
Legacies tberal and noble , four huin- | fin 
area pounds, three hundred pounds, two Yde 
hundred pounds a piece, to fome, one | ſhe 
bundred pounds a piece to many, too- Ito 
thers eighty ,, to many ſeventy , to | the 
buy them Annuities for their Lives ; | pic 
to others fifty, forty, twenty, and a | ho! 
full years wages to every one not fof 
ſpecified by Name, and three Months 
Entertainment, with Lodging, Diet, 
and all Accommodations, as 1n her 
Life ; that they might have time to 
ſeek out , and provide Places for 
themſelyes, and not be expoſed to 
inconveniencies , by a ſuddain re- 
move. 

She was a moſt noble, 1 may ſay, in- 
dulgent Landlady , and would uſually 
ſay of her Tenants; Alas , poor: 
Creatures , they take a great deal of 
pains , and I love to ſee them thrive, 
and live comfortably, and I cannot en- 
dure to ſee them bronght . into 
ſtraits, and therefore would with- 
our grudging or difficulty have all 
things made convenient for them, 
and if they had ſuſtained any conf- 

| derable 
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derable Loſles, cfteftually conſider it, 
And for her Copy-hold Tenants, 
g | would urge with warmth the timely 
z- | finiſhing the Rolls of her Courts,and 
70 Ydelivery of their Copies, profelling 
ne | ſhe could not in conſcience fuffer ir 
o- Fto be neglefted, becauſe it was all 
to || they had toſhew tor their Eſtates ; a 
s; {picce of Eminent Juſtice , not more 
[a honourable than neceſlary in Lords 
ot of Mannors. 
bs Þ And laſtly, as a Nezzhbboxr, ſhe was 
xt, (ſo kind ard courteous, it advanced 
er [the Rent of adjacent Houſes to be 
to [ſo near ſituated to her, not only her 
or [Houſe , and Table, but her Counre- 
to nance and very heart were open to 
re- Nall Perſons of Quality in a conſidera- 
ble circuit; and for the inferiour fort, 
if they were ſick, or tempted, or in 
any diſtreſs of Body or Mind, whi- 
Fiber thould they go but to the good 
dunteſs, whoſe Cloſet and Stil- 
ouſe was their Shop for .Chirurge- 
en- Þy, and Phyſick', and her elf, (tor 
100 Wte would viſit the meaneſt of them 
th- {perſonally ) and Miniſters whom ſhe 
all Fvould ſend to them, their ſpiritual 
m, Whylicians. 
But as her love-to God was the 
{oul 


© Hier. E- relieve, but died in magno Are aliem: 
rapbium And I am ſure it uſed to be ſaido 


The Virtuous Woman. 


ſoul of her Religion, ſo the exube- 
rancy of her Charity towards thok 
who needed her abundant Liverality, 
was the conſpicuous Crown which 
beautified all her ſweetneſs, and 
goodneſs towards Men : for in this 
ſhe was forward, I bear her record, to 
ber power , yea and beyond her power ; | ( 
for ſhe would even anticipate her Re- 

venue and Incomes, rather than want 
wherewlth to be liberal. St. Jerone 
placed in the ligheſt rank of the 
praiſes of his admired Parla, that 
ſhe not_ only made her ſelf poor to 


our Excellent Lady ; That wa the 
Lady that would borrow money to giv 
away. She would not ve poor (in 
good works) to die rich ;, yea,though 
ſhe had choſen Executors , in whon 
ker heart could truſt as ſafely as ev: 
her Husbands did in her, yet (6 
would make her own hands her Ex: 
cutors, and they were very aithfy 
to her inlarged hearr. 

* But tobe more particular ; whe! 
ſhe had in her Lord and Husband' 
life-time, a ſeparate Maintenance 0 
Allowance, ſettled by a” 
» L1CIES 
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. || ticles, ſhe was pleaſed to ask me my 
je | opinion concerning the quora pars - 
ty, | What proportion one is obliged to 
ich | conſecrate to God of our Eſtates; 
nd} and when I told her it was hard, if 
his | not impoſlible , to fix a Rulewhich 
10 | might hold univerſally ; but the 
er ; | Circumſtances. muſt be conſidered 
2 e. | in which Perſons ſtood, their Quali- 
art} ties, their Incomes , their Depen- 
one | dences , neceſſary and emergent Oc- 
theſl caſions , inevitably occurring ——— 
har But ſhe perſiſting to urge a more 
- to particular Anſwer to her ſelf, what 
10:0 would be fit and becoming her to 
do, I not being ignorant of her Cir- 
gcumſtances , (1 muſt bear my own 
ſhame in acknowiedging the ſtrait- 
neſs of my own heart )) told her, I 
ſuppoſed a ſeventh part : But be- 
fore I could ſuggeit the Reaſons, ſhe 
preventingly replied , {he would ne- 
ver give leſs than tie third part, 
and ſhe kept her Reſolution to the 
tall, and with advantage ; laying a- 
fide conſtantly the rhird part for 
Charitable Uſes, and would fome- 
Ftmes borrow of that which reinain- 
F< to add to it, but never defaulk 
from that to ſerve her own occafi- 
OS, 
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ons, though ſometimes preſling e- 
nough. 

When ſhe came to the Poſleſſion 
of ſo large an Eſtate as her Lord 
bequeathed her for her Life , ſhe in 
good meaſure made it true , what a 
great Perſon was reported to ſay; 
that the Earl of Warwick, had given 
all his Eſtate to Pious Uſes : Mean- 
ing thereby, that he had given it to 
this Noble Lady, who would fo con- 
vert It. 

And 'tis a great Truth, which 1 
have had from her own mouth , that 
all the ſatisfaCtion {he took in it,was 
the opportunity it afforded. her of 
doing good.  AndT have heard her 
earneſtly aver, that ſhe would not 
accept of, or be incumbred with the 
greateſt Eſtate in England, if it ſhould 
be offered her, clog'd with tis cot- 
dition, not to do good to others 
with It. n 
' But ſome may ſay , were-her Ey 
as open as her Hands; did ſhe not 
ſcatter it as careleſly as profuſely ? No- 
thing leſs, her lberal Soul deviſed l- 
beral things, 1 will point at ſome few 
of many. 

1. There arc ſome Objef- of rl 
Chark) 
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Charity , which are not ſo to vulgar 
Eyes or Purſes; .on whom ſhe would 
on | confer , and whom ſhe wou'd ſur- 
rd | priſe, with Noble and ſuitable AC 
inF liſtances, this ſtruck deep, drew 
t a4 an whole bag at once, but made no 
> noiſe. | 
renſÞ Some Icarcely known to any but 
an-f| my ſelf , and it may be had not been 
to] to me, but to ask my Judgment, whe- 
on-|| ther it might be reduced to the ac- 

count of Charity, to give to ſuch 
þ 1] and ſuch; being in ſuch Circumſtan- 
hat | ces: For the was never leſs tender of 
was || their Modeſt y,than compaſſionate of 
- off their Neceſlity, and was more ſolici- 
her tous for their Pardon, than their 
not Thanks for helping them. _ 
the 2. Forremers who fled either to 
auld preſerve their Religion, or to em- 
con-fſbrace what they were convinced of 
hers to Le the truth. 

3. A great many young Scholars of 

Ex hopeful promiſing Parts, whom ſhe 
mt wholiy,or in good meaſure, educated 
No-Fet tne Univerfity , allowing ſome 
thirty, ſome twenty, ſome ten, ſome 
eight, many five pounds per Annum, 
and tome others who had more aſſi{t- 
f dance, lels. 
arlt 
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4+ Abundance of young Children 
which ſhe put to School 1n the neigh- 
bouring Towns, I cannot fay how 
many ; but rather ſans number , all 
that were poor and willing to learn, j 
nay, that could be perſwaded tofſr 
it; whoſe Schooling ſhe did notÞt! 
only pay for, but gave them both] v 
Books and often Cloathing ; anda 
not only near home , *bnt as farſ}fc 
as Wales , contributing. nobly to 
that pions Deſign, of that good in 
old man, and indefatigable Pro-fm 
moter of it, Mr. Gouge , ſo anphſ lil 
atteſted by a Cloud of Witneſſes , be-|tl 
yondexception, to reſcue Wales from gt 
its -remaining, Ignorance and Demi-ſ| br 
Barbariſm. | fo 
5. Many Miniſters of both Deno-ſſth 
minations, as well Confor-1fts whoſe th 
Livings were ſo ſmall, as not tore 
yield them a ſubſiſtence , as thoſe w: 
who had none at all. n 
6. Many occaſional Objefts of Cha ke 
rity, which you may ſurely confſfo 
clude , failed not to ply at tholggtw 
Stairs where 'twas ſeldom low wajy}Pre 
ter : And though ſhe was ſomeJ Jac 
times impoſed upon, and deceivedſ] de! 
by thoſe that neither needed nocol 
d&icrved 
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deſerved what ſhe gave, yet this did 
. not diſcourage her from giving a- 
ow | gain 3 For ſhe ſaid, ſhe had rather re- 
all lieve ten that only appeared meet ob= 
rn, jects and were not, then let one go un> 


| tofſrelieved that was ſo indeed : For. 


not | though they deceived her in her gi- 
thi] ving, God would not deceive her in 
and I accepting, what was ſincerely done 
far] for his Name ſake. 

7 to} 7. Laſtly, the Poor, which ſhe fed 
ood [in great numbers, not only with frag- 
Pro-f ments and broken meat, but with 
ply] liberal proviſion purpoſely made for 
be-| them. She was a great pitier, yeaa 

rom| great lover of the poor, and ſhe 
emi-{ built a convenient houſe on purpofe 
for them at her London-Seat, ( as 

eno-f they had one at Zeez) to ſhelter 
hoſe them from rain and heat, while they: 
t toff received their dole; and when ſhe 
thoſe] was at London with her Family, had 
1t her abſence, whilſt no houſe was 

| kept at LZeez, a kind of houſe kept 
for their ſakes alone: That- is, 
a© twice a week, good Beef and Bread 


cent Pariſhes, and- hath taken or- 
der in her Will to have the ſame 
continued three months after her 

\.F deceaſc, 


provideul for the poor of - four ad- 
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deceaſe, and by the ſame Will hatk 

—_ ani hifidred pounds to be di- 

tributed to the Poor of Bramiree, 

Felſted, Little-Leez, and Auch-Wal. 

#4, at or ſhortly after her Fy- 

geral. - 

Aid though it cannot reaſ6nably 

he expected from one who had no 

Lands of Inheritance, toſcave chari- 

| table foundations: Yet I may, with- 

[| out Hyperbole, ſay, that every year 

| ſke lived, after ſhe came tobe Miſtreſs 

of the Eſtate, ſhe gave as much in 

charity, as would have purchaſed 

Lands, ſufficient to have endowed an 

[| Alms-houſe or Free-School. And 

|| that pious and liberal foundation of 

Roch-ford Alims-houſe, which though 

founded legally by a Patent granted 

under-the Broad Seal for its confir- Y; 

mation, by the Anteſtors of that Fa- 

mily,of which ſhe bore the Title; was 

by the death of the Founder not et- 

dowed, yet aSall her predeceſſors hadfh 

done * | | 

She always paid the Alnis-peo-f 

| ple their fall deſigned Allowance 
|| and ordered by her laſt Will it 

| ſhould be ſo done for a year after 
her deceaſe, And I mnft here A 

vel- 
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leavetoadd to their great honour,and 
di- I the fatisfaCtion of all that relate to 
'«, | that Family, that thoſe Right ho- 
al- | nourable and worthy perſons, to 
Fv- | whom the eſtate deſcends, have a- 

'K greed to continue the ſame plentiful 
bly allowance: And if I were worthy to 
m0 NF adviſe them, I would earneſtly per- 
arl- Fſ\wade them to make Legal Settle- 


th- U ment, and endow it with Lands to 


ear Ythe value of what they reſolve to 
reſsN:llow, before they make the diviſion 
of the Eſtate. . 

But methinks I hear it asked, 
what! had ſhe no Spors, no Scays, 
no real nor impated Blemiſhes? how 
could ſhe live in ſuch an. Age and 
not be corrapred, or at leaſt rradu- 
ed? neither ſcorched by the fire of 
mfeftion, ttot blarkred by the ſinoak 
ff revenpefnl derrattom, for upbraid- 
ng the guilty by her innocency ? 

is overdoing is nnaomg, \if you 
ould make us believe the had no 
$-{s, we ſhall ſooner believe you have 
Yo tru: And; that aft you have fail 
Cath tore of Romance, and what you 
ach, than Narrative of what ſhe as 

br did, S 
1 confefs 'tis next 'to a miracle to 
s F 2 CON- 
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conſider, both how divine Grace en- 
larged her heart, and eſtabliſhed: her 
goings, and reſtrained the tongues of 


others from reproach or ſhewing 


diſlike of that in her, for which they 
deride and hate, not to ſay perſecute 
others. 

But I muſt implore that candour 
while I embalm her memory, with 
the ſweet Oyntment of her own good 
name, you granted to her wvirrue 
which acquired it, and made it ſo fra- 
"4; 

I therefore ſolemnly proteſt, [ 
have ſpoke the truth (rhough the truth 
in love; as I am allowed and required 
Eph. 4. 15.) and have not knowingly 
diſguiſed or falſified, nor dipt my pea 
in flattering Colours. 

But ſince you are ſo inquiſitive, 
and ſeem to deny me the juſt and 
Civil freedom, to draw A veil of {- 
lence over her imperfections, and 
your curivſiry will be peeping under 
that. ſacred Pall, which ſhould ſe 
cure and ſhroud the worlt of ma 
from being pryed into; and the 
Vult, and Grave, that place of 
darkneſs and forgetfulneſs, which 
ſhould bury all defects, and r_ 

x Them 
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them invifible , muſt be ranſacked : 
Draw back, the Curtains , let in, the 
liehr, ſurvey its ſecreteſt receſſes ; 
nor She, nor 7 in her behalf, fear 
the moſt piercing Eagle-eye or Scent: 
Not that I deny her to have been a 
Sinner, while I adore that Grace that 
made her a Sant, or that ſhe was a 
Woman, while F proclaim her a Ter- 


reftrial Angel, 


But theſe three things I ſay, and: 
will adhere to. 

Firſt, That ſhe was not notori- 
ouſly defeftive in any Graee or 
Virtue , ' but as eminent 1n all as. 


"moſt have: been for- any ſingle one : 


She was not only aliqguid in omnibus 
but a-mis in ſingulis, ſhe did abound 
Which St. Gregory 
Naz, admires in Gorgonia, and St. - 
Jerom in Nepotian : | 1ta in ſingults vir- 
tutibus eminebat, quaſi ceteras non ha-= 


beret. 


Secondly ,, She: was never ſtained 
with any ſcandalons deformity ; a- 
rother rare mercy : For though ſhe 
td humanumn parti, ſlip, now andthen, 
or ſtumble if you will, ſhe feÞ-not, 
much Jeſs lay -or talowed-to defile 
her Garments; which 1 teſtihe not only. 
& from 
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from mine own obſervation, but her 


' own Pen. 


* After God had thus favingly 
« (I hope) wrought upon me, | 
« went on conſtantly, comforta- 
©bly in my Chriſtian courſe, 
* though I had many doubts and 
© fears to contend with : And did 
* truly obey that Precept of wor- 
< king out my Salvation with fea 
<« and trembling, yet God was plea- 
<« {ed to carry me ſtill onward : And 
{© though I too often broke my good 
« reſolutions, I never renounced 


 *<them, and though. I too often 


<« tript in my Jonrney to Heaven, 
& yet I never forſook my purpoſe of 
me going thither. ; 
hirdly, Her very defetts and fail 
ings were ſuch as athers might he 
proud of, her Weeds would have been 
Flowers , and her. Thiſtles appeared 
Roſes in another Garden. 
For -I never heard her blamed 


_ for more than two faults, by the 


moſt curious obſervers and inſpe- 
tors of her diſpoſition or bel 

I. Exceſs of Charity. 
a. Defeft of Anger , or what ws 
reduce 
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reduceable to thoſe twa. Two good- 
ly faults! But even theſe admit 
ngly | Apology more e3ſily than they need 
16 It. | 
Tt 1. What was reputed the cul- 
re, | pable exccis of her Charity, was 

G credulous eaſineſs, to belieye 
did moſt people good, or ar leaſt betrer 
vor-}| than they were. I confeſs ſhe did 
fear Þ bend a lirtle to this right hand er- 
zlea-£ ror, but if it were a bad effe&, it 
And Fj proceeded from a good cauſe. For 


5000 JN as 'tis obſerved, that as they wha: 


nced 8 are conſcious to themſelves of ſome 
xiten £ great evils , ſcarce can eſteem any 
Ve  kis rzocert than themſelves ;: ſo they 
ſk of that have clear and iznogent hearts,. 
are ready ta judge the like of 0-- 

fail-J thers, - Charity thinkgth no evil, and 
t he ſhe uſed this good opinion of 0- 
been I thers., as an inſtryment to make 
arc them what: ſhe was ſo- willing to 
lgnifie ſhe thought them: And 

med FF though ſhe -wonld never de/pair of 
" theWany map, while ſhe found them un- 
nſpe-Yder the: Awe of God's Authority and 
ehs- BVord; for even thoſe may receive 
bme nourjſhment , who eat againſt 
Komach., and the Sieye under the 
Pump may be cleanſed, though it 
F 4. hold! 
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hold no water ; yet if ſhe obſerved 
a perſon to ſcorn or deride the Scrip- 
tures, deſpiſe Gods Ordinances, and 
turn all that was ſacred into ridj- 
cule—— She «ſed, as her Phraſe was, 
to ſet her mark_ upon that man: And] 
muſt further add, She was neither fo 
often nor ſo much miſtaken in her 
judgment of perſons, as ſome ſup- 
poſed ſhe was ; they more mil-inter- 
preting her Civility, than ſhe did the 
others SanCtity. 

2, For her Defet of Anger, 
which implies, if it be faulty, wan Þ. 
of zeal againſt ſin, and ſinners, and” 
ſo "tis an unjuſt charge; for though I 
I confeſs ſhe could -not rage and 
ſtorm, and diſcover her anger, as 
ſome perſons do, who verifie the * 
ſaying, Jra furor brevis, Anger 15al | 
kind of madneſs ;, for her ſeaare, com-Þj ' 
poſed, ſerene mind, and ſweet, and} \ 
amicable diſpoſition was ſcarce forci-|j | 
ble to what was ſo contrary to her if { 
nature; yet would ſhe make deep-}l & 
er impreſſions of her diſpleaſureY: 
for great faults, than thoſe who © 
appeared moſt furious, like a ſtil ? 
foaking ſhower, which will wetY © 
more than a driving ſtorm. And 
therefore | 9 
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therefore 'twas obſerved, that if a- 
ny fervant had been faulty, they 
had rather have paſſed the Gantlet 


thrice of their Lord's moſt furious. 


expreſſions, than have once been 
ſent for to their Lady's Cloſet, whoſe 
treatment. was ſoft words, but hard 
arguments againtt their faxlts; 'and 
like that filent lightning, which 


without the noiſe of © Thunder 


melts the Blade, and findgeth not 
the Scabbard 3 Her reproofs were 


neither the frightful hiſſing, nor the 


venomed ſting, but the penetrating Oyl. 
of Scorpions, HO, UNS Iran 
This Little 1s enough to' extenn= 
ate her almoſt commggdable faults; , 
and "tis. a great evidence of her. 
goodneſs, -that- theſe, things were 
imputed 'as ' bJE&miſhes,, toy: they 
who- would not' ſpare her- in theſe 
littte * errors ,- ſhewed plainly that 
ſhe was-not chargeable with more. or 
greater. | 1, 
 Taminow arrived at the' laſt Stage - 
of this Mournfnl Journey, to give an 
account of her. ſurprifitg;"and never. 
enough lamented Death:.*-* | 
_ What-preſages ſhe might-' have 
of its near approach ſhe never diſ- 
; covered, , 
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coyered,, but her preparations for 
3t had been long | habitual, it was 
one of the moſt conſtant ſubjetts 
of her Thinking, and ſhe uſed to 
call her walking to meditate of it, 
her going to take a turn with Death, 
and it cquld never ſwprize, or take her 
1+ ap » who was always preparing 
_ - 
Yet there are ſome paſſages, wor- 
thy of our remarks of the watchful 
kindueſs of Divine Providence over 


| his owe, allarming them totrim thei; 


Lamps ( as the wiſe Virgins did) 
againſt the coming of the Bride- 
groom, and allowing them fit oppor- 
tunities to go it, as he ſignally did 
to her. © | 
. I ſhall on this conſideration very 
ſeaſonably add another Tranſcript 
out of her Ladyſhips Diary, which 
contains an account of the laſt Snn- 
day of her health, being written but 
the very day defore ſhe was taken il} 
and in which - God did, it ſeems, ina 
moſt; - remarkable. manner , preſi 
the thoughts of her approaching «ſe 
Ixt10n on her Sopl, though there wers 
80 viſible Symptoms of jt then upo 
her Body. 
| Mari 
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March, 24+ Sunday. 


* A $S ſoon as I awaked, I bleſſed 
«God; then I meditated 
© and endeavoured by thinking of 
« ſome of the great mercies of my. life, . 
* to ſtir yup my heart toreturn Glary. 
* to God, And thoſe thoughts, had. 
« this effect upon me, to melt my 
*« heart much by Gad's Jave, and to- 
«warm it. with love to him, 
«© Then l prayed, and I was:ena-- 
*bled in that duty, to pour out my 
* Soul taGod, and my heart was in- 
* it, carried out to praiſe God, and1 
*©was large in recounting of many of 
** God's ſpecial mercies to me.. And: 
* whilſt 1 was doing ſo, I fqund God. 
** mighty upon my ſpirit, and my- 
* heart in amuch more than ordinary 
© manner,.carried out toadmire God. 
* for his goodneſs, and to-love him. . 
* And I found his love. make. great 
* impreſſions in my Breaſt. And melt-- 
«ing me into an unwſual. plenty of. 
« tears. NED Ew 
{* Thoſe. mercies which. in an el-- 
© pecial manner 1 was gratefyl for,, 
* were the Creation and Redempti- 
Ot: 
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<« on of the World, and for the 
& Goſpel and the Sacraments, and 
<« for free Grace, and the Covenant of 
& Grace, and for the excellent means 
« of it 1 had enjoyed: and for the 
<« great patience God hath exerciſed 
< towards me before and ſince my 
«Converſion. And for checks of 
&« Conſcience when 1 had ſinned, and 
<« for repentance when I had done 
<« fo. - And for a ſanctified atHiction 
« and ſupports under it. And for 
<« ſo large a portion of wordly Bleſ- 
<« ſings. 

« After I had begged a Bleſſing 
© upon the publick Ordinance, | 
« went to hear Mr. Wooaroof : his 
&« Text was, Paſs the time of your ſ0- 
© ,ournmug here in fear —— — Then 
afrer a ſummary account of the 
Sermon , follows: In the Afcernoon 
<« T heard again the ſame Perſon up- 
<« on the ſaire Text. And then fol- 
lows a conciſe and methodical reca- 
pitulation - of that Sermon alſo. 
© And after that ——— | was in 
« ſerious and afteted frame at both 
« the Sermons, and was by them 
** convinced of the excellency of 
fearing God, and of ſpending of 
© tte 
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« the remainder of the term of my 
« Life in his Service. ' And did re- 
« ſolve to endeavour to ſpend the 
* remaltung ' part of my time bet- 
* Ter. 

« At both his Prayers I prayed 
« with fervency ; afterwards I re- 
« tired, and meditated upon the Ser- 
&« mons, and prayed them over. 

* And 1 had alſo: this Evening 
* large Meditations of Death, and 
* of Eternity ; - which - Thoughts 
* had this effect upon me, to make 
* me In an extraordinary awakened 
* frame, in which the things of an- 
* other life were much realized to 
«me, and did make very deep im- 
* preſſions upon me. And my Soul 
* did follow hard after God, for Grace }. 
* to ſerve him better than ever yer 
«1 had done. | 


© 0 Lora,be pleaſed to hear my Pray- 
© ers, which did not come out of. feigned 
& Lips : ard to hear the voyce of my 
&« weeping , for more holineſs, and for 
«* being more weaned jr0m. the World, 
C and all things 11 it, 


« After Supper , I committed my 
{lf to God. 
| DE This 
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This was written the very laſt day 
of her Health, Munday Morning, 1n 
which we ſee how God realized to 
her, and gave her extraordinary inm- 
preſhons of Death, Eternity , and 
the Life ro come, when he was about 
to bring her to it ; for the very next 
day ſhe began to be il] of that Sick- 
neſs of which ſhe died. 

Our Excellent Lady was far from 
their humour, whoſe Conſciences are 
ſo bad and unguiet Company , that 
they hate Solitude , and dare not be 
alone : For ſhe loved, and even hug- 
ged her Retirements, as her greateſt 
latiSfactions. And though, when ſhe 
was called to it, ſhe would deny her 


ſelf any particular inclination (as in. 


the Univerſe Indjviduals do, to obey 
the Laws of univerſal Nature ) to 
comply jwith a Duty of a larger 
ſpread as is related of the. devout 
Marqueſs of Rent; , in the two years 
time he ſpent in repairing the Seat 
of his Anceſtors, which Diverſion 
he chearfully ſuffered as a willing 
Mortification, being a Duty he owed 
to the Station in which God had 
placed him. 

So fhe chearfuly ſuſtained the 
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burry of Buſineſs which was inevita- 
ble to the acquitting her ſelf of the 
Truſt repoſed in her , by her-Lord's. 
laſt Will. 

But never did Bird take Wing, 
when diſ-intangled from a Net, with 
greater cheartulneſs , nor chirp out 
the Pleaſures of its unconfined free- 
dom , more merrily than ſhe did: 
ſolace her ſelf, when ſhe had eſcaped 
the noiſe and croud of Aﬀeairs , 
which ruffled and turmoyled her 
quiet , and ſuſpended the enjoyment 
of her ſelf. And when her deareſt 
Siſter was in the beginning of the- 
laſt Winter, about to leave her ; 
her laſt Farewel ſhe took was in 
theſe Words : Now. I have done 
my Druagery (meaning her Buſineſs) 
I will ſet to the renewing of my Pre- 
parations for. Eternity, and ſhe made 
it the repeated Bulineſs -of the laſt 
Winter. 

In the beginning of the laſt arch, 
ſhe ſet to the making of her Will a+ 
new , and ſigned and ſealed it on the 
twelfth day of the ſame Month; and 
on the Tueſday in Paſſion Week, 
March 26. was taken with ſome 
Indiſpoktion, loſs of Appetite, and an 

| agueiſh 
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aguth Diſtemper , and had four or 
five Fits , which yer in that ſeaſon 
were judged both by Phyſicians and 
her Friends , more advantageous to 
her Health , than dangerous to her 
Life. And in this ſtate ſhe continu- 
ed freed from her fits im. her own 
apprehenſion , and in onr hopes, till 
Friday the twelfth of April, on 
which day ſhe roſe. with good 
ſtrength, and after fitting up ſome 
time, being laid upon her Bed , diſ- 
courling cheerfully, and piouſly, one 
of the laſt Sentences ſhe ſpake was 
this, turning back the Curtain with 
her hand. 


Well, Ladies, if I were one bour int- 


Heaven , I would not be again with you 
as well as I love You. 


Having then received a kind Viſit 


from a Neighbouring Lady, at her 


departure ſhe roſe from ner Bed to 
her Chair; in which being ſer-ſhe ſaid 
ſhe would go into her Bed, bur firſt 
would defire one of the Miniſters 
then in the Houſe to go: to. prayer 
with her, and asking the Company 
which they would have, preſently 
(5314 reſolved 
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refolved her ſelf to have him who 
was going away , becauſe the other 
would ſtay and pray with her dai- 
ly; and immediately he being call- 
ed, and come, her Ladythip fitting 
in her Chair, by reaſon of her weak- 
neſs, for otherwiſe ſhe always knee- 
led , holdingan Orange 11 her hand, 
to which ſhe ſmelt, almoſt in the be- 
ginning of the Prayer ſhe was heard 
to fetch a ſigh, or groan, which was 


eſteemed aevorional, as ſhe uſed to do + 


at other times. But a Lady looking 
up, who kneeled by her, ſaw her 
look pale, 'and her hand hang down, 
at which ſhe ſtarted up, affrighted, 
and all applied themſelves to help, 
and the moſt affliftively diſtreiſed of 
them all, if I may ſo ſpeak, when 
all our Sorrows were ſuperlative, 
catch't her right hand , which then 
had loſt its Pulſe, and never recove- 
red 1t again. 

Thus lived, thus died this Right 
Honourable Lady , this Heroick 
Woman, this bleſſed Saint, this incom- 
parable Pattern of flaming Zeal for the 
Glory of God,and burning C hariry for the 
good of men; 1n the actual exerciſe of 
Prayer, according to her own deſire, 
for 
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for there are many Witneſſes have 
teſtified , thar they have often heard E 
her fay , that if ſhe might chyſe the Þ #: 
manner | and circumſtances of her | 4: 
Death, ihe would dye praying,) by £ 
which ſhe fo often anticipated Heaver Þ 1h 
by preguftation, and which now wafted Þf #9 
her longing Soul into the Holy of He. 
lies, within the Vail : at the kiſs of 
Gad's Mouth,as Moſes did,though not 
full of years,yet full of mature Fruit, 
and Graces, when all men judged her 
- worthy of a longer, but God, the on- 
ly unerring Judge , found her full 
ripened for a berter kfe, And in 2 
fweeter Euthanaſia than Augu#tn 
could” wiſh himſelf , might claim a 
more triumphant Playdire than he, 
Yea, might have ſung her uv 4 
mitts with good old Simeon, nay,with 
the Holy Apoſtle , that joyful! Epint- 
chion , I have fought a good Fight , I 
have finiſhed my Courſe, I bave kept the if 
Faith, henceforth there 3 laig up for mt 
8 Crown of Righteouſneſs , which tit 
Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give mt 
as that day, and not to me only , but unit 
them alſo that love his appearing. 

You have heard , though too tov 
dryly , how ſhe ſerved and —_—_ | 
Goa, 
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Goa, I ſhould now ſhew,to encourage 
ay to do the like , how he bonoured 
er, according to his Ward by Samu- 
her ed: Him that honours me X I will bo- 
) by Y 207. And that of our $aviour, He 
ves | that ſerveth me, him will my Father 
fred || honour. 
Hi. | But] have much prevented my ſelf 
s of by what is interwoven through all 
not Fe Preceding Diſcourſe : The great- 
et honour God can put upoa his Crea- 
tures, 15 to vauchſafe tg uſe them, and 
r0 make them Veſſels of Honour , fitted 
or their Maſter's Service. Aud this he 
confered upon her in eminent and 
redoubled meaſures. - He imprinted 
n a on her the faireſt Impreſs of his moſt 
he, amiable Image, and rendred her habile, 
& ſand ready to every good Word and 
ith Work, 
in He gave her Riches and Honour in » Chron: 
, Imdance, as is faid of Fehoſaphar, 17. 5,6. 
the Fond yet her heart was not puffed up 
-m Wy them , byt lifted up wider them 18 
the Riebe ways of the Lord, as it there fol- 
ms Wou's. | 
mb {Ze gave her the Heaven upon Earth, 
after ſome ſhivering Scruples., and. 
[00 Wrembling Fears) the blelled Calm of a 
red ified, pacified, ſerene, andwelt-afſured 
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He gave her the fragrant perfume 
of an odoriferous name , and mare 
than wnſported , a bright , and reſplen- 
aent Reputation. : 

He gave her many endeared 
Cordial Friends, faithful to her as 
her own Soul, to aſliſt , counſel, 
comfort, help her , and carry her 
through her greateſt Difficulties, 
and entangling Aﬀairs , concerning 
one of whom) (ſhe uſed often with 
much thankfulneſs to ſay , He was 
a Friend of God Almighty's giving , 
even beyond her own expecta- 
tion. | | 
He gave her many merciful 'De- 
.liverances , 'one very like to that 
Gregory Nazianzen, infiſts' ſo large- 
Iy on in his Funeral Oration: for his 
Siſter Gorgonia, the Mules in whoſe 
Chariot running away -,' not only 
bruiſed , ' but brakg -her Bones, and 
yet God miraculouſly reſtored her. 
So when the Horfes in our Lady's 
Coach excuſſed the Coach-man , 
ran furiouſly away , God almoſt mi- 
raculouſly hung the Coach againſt 
a Poſt in the way , ſtopped their fu- 
ry , reſcued her Lifefrom-moſt emi- 
nent. hazard.,and healed the bruiſes ſhe 
of received 
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received with ſafety. This happen- 
ed July 23. 1661. | 

He gave her the affettionate E- 
ſfieem of all her Neighbours, to ſuch 
a degree, that ſhe was like Tuna, 
delicie humani generss , the delight and 
darling of her Country ;, and with ſo 
loving a willingneſs did they. delight 
to ſerve her, that you might ſee 
fifty freſh, brave and gallant Teams, 
day after day bringing in her Prc- 
vikons , without other invitation 
than the bare knowledge of the time, 
which themſelves would enquire 
out -; and nothing ' would grieve 
them more, than to be prevented in 
paying this Tribute of Honorary. 

elpect. . - 
 Hegavehec ſuch an Eſteem for her 
prudert Integrity ,. and diſcreet, and 
inpartial Righteouſaeſs, that ſhe 
bezan to be (an Employ and Honour 
not uſual to her S:x) the Arbitreſs 
ang Umpreſs of all wwe Controver- 
ties. amongſt -adjacent Neighbours,, 
many of-which ſhe reconciled happi- 
ly, and all which ſhe decided wiſely 

He gaveher the univerſal approbation, 
love, and admiration of all that knew 
her, 
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her, that the Proverb was confuted, 
which faith, Who hath no Enemies, 
hath 10 Friends ; For either ſhe had 
hone, or her ways ſo pleaſed the Lord, 
he made her Enemnes to be - at peace with 
her. For honourable, and mean, rich, 
and poor, of all degrees, and which is 
more , of all Perſwaſions , paid her 
moſt kind mY honoured » and 
loved her. 

Finally , prevented her with 
the bleſſi he ot Goodne ores of} and crowned 
her with Toving » and tender 
Mercy. He Ti her tlad with the 
Light of his Comtenance , and ſatis- 
fied her as with Marrow and Fatneſs ; 
he granted the Requeſts of her Lips 
and ſhnt not out her Prayer : He ga 
her Ability , and time to diſeatg 
her Truſt, and- ſettle her worldly 


Aﬀairs with honour and farisfacti- | 


oftz and he gave her opportunity, 
ſpace , and an heart tv recolle& 
her ſelf, and redeem what a hurry 
of - Buſine" '$ had deprived her of; ; 
and renew her Evi ences for Het- 
JeRt 7 1! 

He took out hs ing 'of Death 


before ſhe dred , ah et pains of 


Death when ſhe died, and w Ay 
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ff his Mouth drew up her Soul to Intelige- 

Heaven,to be immerſed in that frulxeſs 7*5 1am 

of Foy, and bathed in thoſe Rivers of [-1 _ 2 

Pleaſure , which are at his right hand prare, 

Or CVer more. | WUtare 4 
May we livelike her, may-we die micos non 

like her , that we may live with her, 7e/9que- 

and with our common Lord , foy'* + 

ever. : 

And for your Noble Lordſhip, 

who are now inveſting your ſelf 

with her large and noble Mantle 

May Eliſha's Spirit reſ# upon 

you , as well as his Mantle : that you 

may riſe up an Eſha in her place and 


. Btead. 


That Leez may be Leex ſtill: the 
Seat of Nobleneſs , and Honour , the 
Hoſpital of Bounty , and Charity , the 
Sanftuary of Religion, and the fear of 
God 


That ſo you may-live , and may 
live longer , and as much deſired ;, and 
when you die (as die you muſt , for 
Lzez, though a Paradiſe, hath no 
Tree of Life) you may die /ater, and 
4 much lamented as your Noble Pre- 
leceſlors. 
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My Lord, 


N obedience to your © Com- 
mands I have undertaken that 
which I know'Fam very unfit 
to perform; which'is, to give 
your Lordſhip Rules for holy 

Living. 'Yet becauſe your Lordfhips 
Friendſhip makes you' ſo kind,' as to 
believe. what is ſaid by me, will 
.Jmake'a deeper impreſſion than by 
others, who have not fo great a ſhare 
in your Lordihips eſteem; I have 
rentured gpon it, not to inform you, 
a one [ believe ignorant, (for I know 
your Lordſhip to be very much” bet- 
ter able. to inſtrudt me) but to put 
our Lordſhip in mind, That ot the 
Cow of the Law; but the doer of it 
"Bfball be juſrifed' and that, If you 
vow theſe things, happy are you if you 
do them. For he that knows his Ma- 
ers will, and doth it n9t,, ſhall be beaten 
. Yoith many ſtripes, 1 will begin my 
firſt Rule of Advice to your Lord- 
ſlip, with deſiring you not to turn 
| G 2 he 
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the day into night, aid by ſleeping 
ſo long in the morning, give your 
Telf only time in haſte to pur on 
your clothes, and it may be fome- It 
Times with more haſte ſay a ſhort 
format prayer, to ftop the mouth of | 
a_natural Conſcience, which for halte 
you hardly mind your ſelf,and there- | 1 
ore have little reaſon to expect God | t: 

ſhould. Therefore 1 fhall adviſe |( 
your Lordſhip, to go to bed in fo | d 
good an hour art night, as that you |: 
may. wake in ſo good time, as you [1 
may not loſe the morning, which |H 
certainly is the beſt time for the Ser- | {Þ 
vice of God. And I would haveſhi 
you as ſoon as you wake, fix your! 
thoughts upon that God that gives an 
you time to think, and do as Holy |h 
David did, who ſaid, As ſoon as ] a-J4 
wake, 1 am with thee, Conſider how [th 
| your Bed might have been your 2 
| Grave; for many every _night goſ lt 
| down into the place of ſilence, aud{}{Þ: 
there take their long and laſt' ſleep. ſit 

Confider alſo what a mercy ſleep i390 

and if we miſs but a nights reſt, howſ/el 

burdenſome and uneafie a man would} /e: 

be to himſelf; therefore begin thef/it 

morning with bleſſing God for it, - | 
= Tel 
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then commune with your heart up- 
on your Bd, and be {till ; and con- 
on | der what a mercy it. 1s, to have ano- 


ne- | cher day added to your life, that 


ort | you may mske your peace with God, 
10f | before you go hence, and be no more 
ite | ſeen. Think what many a poor dy- 
re- | ing Creature would give for a day 


30d | to repent in, and at what a highrate: 


viſe | (if it were to be purchaſed) . the 
1 fo | damned Spirits would purchaſe a 
you [day to repent in. Conſider, a Day 
you [is a precious thing, when Titus a 
wich | Heathen could ſay -( when he had: 
Ser- | ipent a day without doing good )- to 


nave | his friends with great regret; © 


our 0” friends, 1 have loft a day !” And 
ives | another could ſay, He was not worthy 
Joly [he name of a Man, who ſpent 2 whole 
1 a- | 4ay in worldly pleaſures, Remember, 
how [this little moment of- time is all we 
our | ave given'as to provide for Eter- 
| gofnity in 3 and +therefore- not to. be 
ſpent 'and thrown 'away careleſly, as 
lit we had no God to ſerve, nor no 


howJ {eſt it be ſaid of you, as it was of 
ould] Jezabel,, 1 gave her ſpace to repent, but 
| the} be repented nor. 
and} When your Lord(bip bas thus-in 
then G 3 the 


Soul toſave. Therefore have a care, 
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the morning brought your heart into 
a ſerious frame; then my ſecond Ad- 
vice is, to leave your Bed, andas ſoon 
as you areready, retire to your Clo- 
ſet, and let none of the buſineſs of the | i 
world be firſt diſpatched,(though the 
Devil be never ſo buſie to periwade 
you toit) but ſay to all your worldly 
imployments, Stray here, while 1 go v 
yonaer and worſhip, and 1 will comet |t 
you again. When you have ſhut your 
door,and have ſhutout outward Com- 
Dany, then have a care to ſhut out in- 
ward, vainand diſtracting thoughts, 
which will be very bulſic'to teal away 
your heart. | 


Then I would advyife you to begin 
your private devotions with reading 
the Word of God, the Holy Scrip» 
tures; for David ſays, W the 
all ſhall a young man cleanſs bis ways? | 
even by avg heed tharennyo according 


zo. thy Word, And. <cttainly thee: 
Divine Oracles of. God:,; are a moit 
excellent means towards the mend-F1 
ing of our lives. Therefore | wonld 
have you begin every. mprnivg with 
reading ſome portion of -it, .remem- 
bring it 1s that Word hy: which-we 
muſt ane day bejndged. 

| "4 When 
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When you have done this, I would: 


not adviſe you preſently to clap 
down upon your knees, but firſt to 
conlider ſeriouſly what, you are go- 
ing about, viz. That you are going 
about to ſpeak to that Gcd, before 
whom the Angels and the Cherubins 
do cover their faces in token of Re-. 


| verence, as not being able, or wor- 


thy to behold ſo much glory ; and 
that Abrabam ( the Father of the 
Faithful) preſented himſeli before 
him with ſo much hunulicty , as that 
be called himſelf duſt aid aſhes. 


| Therefore do yau proſtrate your 
{ ſelf before him wich humility, re- 


membring that he nas ſaid, that he 


{will have refIpeCct unto the lowly 


And yet come with confidence as to 
agracious Father, who has promiſed, 
That whoſoever comes unto him, he will 
inn0 wiſe caſt out ;, and that before we 


call, he will anſwer, and whilſt we are 


jet ſpeaking, he will bear. Remember 
that Prayer is the Key of Heav«n, 
it is that by which you can pour our 


all your wants to God, as to a malt: 


loving Father, with a confidence 
that he will ſupply them. The 
Scripture tells you,, That the ejj :;tual 

OG 4 ferment. 


F 


"1 


RulesFor a Holy Life. 
fervent prayer of a righteous Man a- 
vaileth much ;, and it tells you, that 
though Elias was a man ſubjett to like 
paſſions with us, yet God heard him, 
and granted his requeſts, to encou- 
rage us to come with boldneſs to the 
Throne of Grace. Therefore dof 
not only make conſcience to pray, 
but make conſcience alſo how to 
pray. Pray with zeal and fervency, 
do not fatisfie your ſelf with the bo- 
dy of the duty without the Soul; 
but as Pions Hannah did, pour out 
your ſpirit before the Lord in the 
name of Chriſt, for things that you 
ſtand in need of. And remember that 
David ſaid, that the Lord had heard 
the voice of his weeping. And there- 
toreif you can, weep for your ſins, at 
Jeaſt mourn, that you cannot mourn 
for ſinning againſt ſo gracious a F4- 
ther, that ſo the mercies of God may 
melt you into an ingenuous Sorrow : 
Anddonot leave your prayers,till you 
have enjoyed ſome Communion with 
God in them, and then you w1: be 
fit to go cheerfully about your world- 
ly imployments. | 

Forget not God hath intruſted 


you with Children, and therefore re- 
| member 


Rates for a Holy Life. 
member to take care they be bred 
up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord; and ro ſeaſon them 
in their young and tender years with 
Principles of Piety and Honour, that: 
ſo ſetting them forth in the way 


. wherein they ſhould go, when they 


are old, they may nor depart fronr 
it, Remember alſo you have a Fa- 
mily to govern, and take up good 
Joſunah's relolution, that you and: 
your houſe will ſerve the Lord; and” 
Dawd's, who ſaid, that his eyes 
ſhould ke on the faithful inthe Eand; 
that they might ſerve him, and he 
that telleth lies, ſhould not tarry in 
his ſight. Fherefore have: a care 
not to- keep any that are openly pro- 
phane ard ſcandalous, bur ar leaſt 
let them be-morally civil 3 ard let 
God he ſolemnly twice a day pub- 
lickly worſhipped by. your ſelf ar: 
Family, and ſet them good Exam- 
ples, and ſay unto them,as Gideon did! 
to his men in another caſe, Zook 077 
#6, and ao likewiſe. 
When you have thus.fhent four 
morning, then I am not ſo rig ©: 
to forbid you all Recreations; 4s: 
L think them very neceilary toc D.- 
G5 Verio. 
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verſion 3 but; I muſt be ſo ſevere as 


to forbid you ſuch as may put you 
into any paſſian-or diſorder ,, which 


may be hurtful bath to Soul and Bo- . 
dy. Therefore I would abſolutely |. 
forbid you Dice and Cards too, nn- | 


leſs it be ſometimes, when you muſt 
keep theſe limitations: Firſt, not 
to play all day long, as if you were 
made only to eat and drink, and 
riſe up to play. For certainly, God 
did not, give us time, as we give 
Children Rattles, osly to play with- 
al. Remember what, your good 


Friend. Dr. Taylor ſays, © That he. 


< that ſpends his time in Sports, and 
© calls it Recreation, is as he whoſe 
< garment is nothing but fringes , 
© and his meat, nothing , but ſauce. 
Therefore I ſhal} adviſe you, that 
your Recreations may be as your 
Huce, not as your full meat. The 
fecond limitation 1 would adviſe, is, 
not to play for more than you care 
whether you win-or loſe; Remem- 
ber that Mr. Herbert in lis excellent. 
Poems ſays, 


a wy 9tws Ay, we fm A as A A od Nmaac 
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Game 1s a Civil Gunpowder in 
Peace, 

Blowing up houſes with their 
whole increaſe, 


My next Advice to-you, is to make: 
a good choice of your Friends, and 
to keen company moſt with thoſe- 
of them, that are civil and religious, 
and ingenious ; for ſuch company 


' will be both pleaſant and advantagt 


ous to you ;, but the ranting Game- 
ſters company ought to be diſplea- 
fivg to you, for I am ſure you. may: 
get a great deal of ill by them, buc 
no good ; therefore let ſuch compa- 
ny be rather a punihmert than a 
choice. | 
Next 1 would deſire you to be as, 
cheerful as you'can, and to that pur- 
poſe I would recommend to you that 
gaity of goodneſs, that will make you 
moſt pleaſing to your ſelf ard others. 
And now ( my Lord) as your 
Friend,, you muſt give me leave 
to give you: not only good connle], 
bur my own experiences too (ltke: 
Nurſes who. feed their Children. with: 
nothing but what they gave firſt. 
| theme 
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themſelves digeſted into milk ) and 
to aflure you, that however the De- 
vil and wicked Men may perſwade 
you, That Religion will make you 
melancholy ; yet I can aſlert from 
my own experience, that nothing 
can give you that comfort, ſerenity 
and compoſedneſs of mind, -as 2 
well and orderly led Life : This will 
free you from all thoſe ſad diſqui- 
eting remorſes and checks of con- | 
ſcience which follow an ill aCtion, 
and give you that peace of God that 
paſſes all underſtanding, and that 
continual feaſt of a good conſcience. 
This will make you rejoyce with 
joy unſpeakable and full of Glory: 
This will calm your deſires, and qui- 
et your wiſhes, ſoas you ſhall find 
the conſolations of God are not 
imall. You will find you have made 
a happy exchange, having Gold for 
Braſs, and Pearls for Pebles. For 
truly (my Lord) I am upon tryal 
convinced, that all the pleaſures of 
this World xre not ſatisfaftory. We 
expect a great deal more from them 
than we find. For pleaſures die in 
their Birth; and therefore, as Biſhop 
_ all ſays, arenot worthy to come in- 
| t0 


\ 
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to the Bills of Mortality. I muſt 
confeſs for my own part, thongh [ 
had as much as moſt People in this 
Kingdom to pleaſe me, and faw it 
in all the Glories of the Court, and 
was both young and vain enough to 
endeavour having my ſhare in all 
the Vanities thereof; yet I never 
found they ſatisfied me. God having 
given mea Nature uncapable of fati(- 


- faction, in any thing below the high- 


elt Excellency. I never in all my 
life found real and ſatisfying Com- 
forts, but in the ways of God, and I 
am very confident your Lordlhip ne- 
ver W1!l neither. Therefore 1 be- 
ſeech you try this, and then | verily 
believe you will be of my opinion, 
That all her ways are pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths are peace. 

When you have ſpent what tine 
you think fit un your Recreations, 
or vititing Friends, or receiving Vi- 
fits from them, then 1 wonld have 
you every day ſet ſome time apart 
for reading good Books and Medita- 
tion; do not fear that a little time 
alone ſhonld make you melancholy , 
for the way not to be alone, is to be 
alone, and you will find your ſclt 
never 
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never leſs atone, than when you are 
ſo. For certainly that God that makes 
all others good company, muſt needs 
be beſt himſelf. 

Be often in the profitable work 
of ſelf-cxamination, be not a ſtranger 
at home; bur pray S. Avſtir's Prayer, 
Lord, make me know thee and my ſel , Y" 
You will find the prafticeof this Rule f 
conduce much to the good of your 
Soul. This will make you ſee what 
fin is moſt predominant, and what 
grace is moſt weak, and therefore 
had need be ſtrengthened. It will 
keep ſin from growing undiſcerred 
by you. Remember (my Lord) 
the beſt Gardens had need often to 
be weeded, or elle they will ſoon 
be over-run: and the moſt delicate 
neat Houſe mult be ofren ſwept, or 
elſe there wlll be nnch dirt and duſt 
mir. 

Meditation is a moſt profitable 
Duty. I would therefore have you 
meditate ſometimes on the tranſi- 
torineſs and diſlatisiyingneſs of all 
this Worlds glories. Your Lord- 
{hip, your ſelf, has, as young as you 
are, feen ſuch ſtrange Revolutions, 
as are ſufficient to convince you, that 


there 
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there is nothing certain in this life, 


. Ubut that» there is nothing ſo; and 


that all is vanity and vexation of ſpi- 
rit. God has in our Age caſt con- 
tempt upon Princes, and ſtained all 
the glory of humane Excellencies, 
to make us ceaſe ta put confidence 
in man, whoſe breath 12 ns noſtrils ; 
for wherein 1s he to, be accounted 
of? God hath famiſhed all the gods 
of the Earth, that he might be God 
alone, and hath imbittered the 
Stream, that we might come to the 
Fountain. Therefore often medi- 
tate On. this, ard it will keep, you 
from over-loving any ſublunary 
thing. Next I would have you: me- 
ditate ſometimes upon the thortneſs 
of your life, .and the uncertainty - of 
the time of your death; On the 
black Abyſles of Eternity, and on 
the great account you mult give of 
all you have done in the fleſh, whe- 
ther it be- good or eyil. For we muſt 
all appear before the Fudgment-ſeat of 
Chriſf, to receive according to what 
we have done in the fleth, whether 
good or evil, | would not keep you 
upon ſuch melancholy thoughts as 
theſe too long, andtherefare 1 _ 

Ve 


 - 
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have you think of the Joys of Hee 


ven, of that Reſt-that reMains for 
the People of God, of that better 


Country that is a heavenly one, of 


that Ciry that hath a foundation, 
whoſe Maker and Bnilder» is God, 
and of thoſe Joys which eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
ever entred into the heart of man 
to conceive, what God hath laid up 
for them that love him. For Hea- 
ven will make us happy, not as Phi- 
loſophy pretends to do, by the con- 
fining, but by the fruition of our 
deſires. There we ſhall be paſt do- 
mg, as well as paſt ſuffering, 1, 
* Thereall tears (hall be wiped from 
our eyes, and . we. ſhall obtain joy 
and gladneſs; and ſorrow and figh- 
Ing ſhall fly away. Thoſe are u- 
mixt bleſſings which are reſerved 
for the other life. We ſhall then 
enjoy health without ſickneſs, joy 
without ſorrow, and happineſs to 
Eternity ; but that which is above 
all, we ſhall be ever with the Lord, 
and fee him who ſhall be a}l in all to 
us, yea we ſhall follow the Lamd 
whitherſoever he goes. Such Medi- 


| Lattons as theſe I would have you 


frequent 


pans Py RX mom — pro, 
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frequent in, that whilſt you are mu- 
ſing, the fire of Heavenly Devotion 
may burnand inflame your heart with 


[ love to God, that ſo your Meditation 


of him may be ſweet, 

I would alſo recommend to you 
the frequenting of the publick Ordi- 
nances, which are excellent helps 
to Devotion ; for Faith comes by 
hearing, and God hath promiſed 
that thoſe who- wait ppon him ſhall 
renew their ſtrength, 'and that he 
will make them joyful in his Houſe 
of Prayer. I know your Lordſhip 
too well, to ſay- much to perſwade 
you to works of Charity, for | am 
not ignorant that your Lordſhip a- 
bounds in good Works; only to 
encourage you to continue in the 
exerciſe thereof, I would put-you n 
mind of ſome promiſes, how that 
God hath ſaid, He that giveth to the 


poor, lendeth to the Lord , and that 


whoſoever gives unto a Diſciple, in the 
name of a Diſciple, though but a cup 
of cold water, ſhall in no wiſe loſe his re- 
ward. 

And row (my Lord) l fear I have 
tired you with my too tedious Rules, 
and therefore 1 ſhall put an end to 
them, 
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them, when I have given you this | C 
one, Which is to- conclude the day (el 
always with Prayer, and not to |" 
give ſleep to your eyes, nor ſlumber! 
to your eye-lids, till you have cal-JP"* 
led your ſelf to an account- what del 
mercies you have received that day, I* 
that you may praiſe God for them; 
and what ſins you have committed 
that day, that you may be humbled 
for them. Remembring what the 
good Primate of Armagh ſaid, 
*© That the beſt man living did e- 
* nough in the day, to-bring him 
*upon his knees at night. There- 
fore every night make your peace 
with: God, remembring that many 
| have ſhut their eyes in a healthful 
1 ſleep, and yet waked in another 
| World. My Lord, I have now done 
with my Rules, which 1 ſhould ne- I. 
ver haveventured upon, had. you not 
allured me, that you are confident 
| they would by Gods bleſſing do you 
i good, and alſo faithfully promiſed 
| me. that yon. would praCtiſe them, 
Which promiſe I muſt beg your 
Lordihipta perform, and then 1 (hall 
be much fſatisned ; for I aflure your 
Lordſhip,l am ſo much your Friend,as 
I can- 
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this [| cannot but with great earneſtneſs 
day I{clire the Salvation of your Soul; 
t to fend indeed, all profeſſions of friend- 
aber {hip that are made, are but empty 
cal. ſprofeſſions, if they do nor aim and 
chat Idefign all they can to make their 


lay, 
em; 


friends eternally happy ; which [1 
beſeech your Lordſhip to believe, is 


ted [ie earneſt dgſire of, 


pled 
the 
1d, 
| e- 
Um 
Tre- 
Ace 
ny 
ful 
er 
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My Lord, 
Tour affetionate Friend, and 


moſt bumble Servant. 


M. W. 
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Occaſional 


MEDITATIONS. 


Mevirtrartion JI. 


Upon a Damm made to flop 
the Water. 


His Damm that 1s put up 
purpoſely by this perſon 
to keep to himſelf the 
water, declares him to 

' beno good natured man. 
Becauſe, thongh he is ſupplyed by 
Neighbouring Springs with more wa- 
ter than he needs for his neceſſary 
"uſes; yet ſtops the Current of it from 
his Neighbours, who want it,deliring 
to keep all for himſelf. 
Turn this, O my Soul, into an 
Occaſional Meditation, which _ 
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be uſeful to thee. By conſidering 
that this may not very improperly be 
compared to rich perſons, to whom 
God hath given with a liberal hand 
great plenty of this worlds wealth, 
by which he deſigns, that they ſhould 
not only be watered themſelves, but 
water others alſo. But they inſtead 
of diſtributing .to the neceſſitous poor, 
incloſe to themſelves all that God 
hath beſtowed upon them, to be- 


ſtow it upon their exceſſcs in rich} 


Cloaths and Furniture, with which 
they adorn their Perſons and Walls; 
which expences are the Damm which 
ſtops the current of their Charity , 
and keeps ic back from the poor and 
indigent, whoſe wants would be 
comfortably ſupplied by their Super- 
fluities. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee to humble 
me exceedingly under the remem- 
brance of my former guiltineſs in 
this kind: and make me for the fu- 
ture, when thou art pleaſed to pour 
thy benefits upon me, to conlide 
thou deſigneſt I ſhould be thy Ale 
”cr to convey, as through a Con- 
duit-Pipe, thy Alms to thy neceſli- 
tous poor, and let me never ares 

are 
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'S dre to ſtop and damm up. what I 
ought with a liberal hand to Tow, for 


willingly ffarve a luſt,to feed a Saint ; 
116] Remembring that he that ſows ſpa- 
rinely , ſhall reap ſparingly. Yea let 

24 | me not only now and then drop a 
C1 little for Charity ; but make me one 
of thoſe Perſons mentioned in thy 
" word, who being liberal, deviſe libe- 
CY ral things, and by ſo doing be eftabliſbed. 
Oh, make me, as1t were, an open 
11s: | F190d-gate to water my Neighbours 
'I Neceſſities, that ſo I may, as\much as 

-y | 12 me lies,” be an Imitator of thy Di- 
) »f vine Bounty, who doſt good to all, O 
= make me to do- fo as far as I am able, 
but eſpectally cauſe me to-remember 

"| the Houſhold of Faith, that To I may 
le | ew my love to him that begerreth, by 
loving bim that is begotten.” And ſee- 
ing my ' goodneſs extendeth not to 
thee; let it do ſo to thine. Make 
1 me-to feed hungry Mouths, and 
cloath naked Backs, that at the laſt 
day I'may be amongſt thoſe to whom 
thou wilt Tay, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father , inherit the Kingdom: prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. 
For ] was hungry, &c." 
MEDITAT, 


nd £1 refreſhing of others. O let me 
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Occafronal Meditations. 
WBDITAT, I, 


Zpon the Conſideration of the dife- 
ferent manner of the working 
of a. Bee or Spider. 


VV Hile Iam minding, this deſ- 

,  Picable Spider, which for 
all its. being ſo, hath ſome of its kind 
that have the honour to inhabit the 
Courts of the molt glorious Poten- 
rates, ( for-the inſpired Volumes tell 
us.,. they. are. in King's Palaces: ) It: 
makes.me conſider , that the Work 
they are ſo buſily employed in, while. 


they ſpin their Webs, ( which is gll. 


{ſpun.out of their own Bowels, with-; 


out.. having any help fronany thing, 
b IS. when.-it is finiſhed! þ 


without them © 
good for nothing ; but. is .ſoon bru- 
ſhed down and flung away : Whilſt 
the induſtrious Bees; thar are buſily, 
employed. .in- making of their uſectul, 


Combs, dodaily fly abroad $0. enable, 
themſelves to. do Jo : And flying 
from one Flower to another ,':gather | 


from every of them, that which 
both renews their own ſtrength, and 
yields others ſweetnels. 

TEES 1 | yp, By 
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By the Spider's work I am minded 
of a Formaliſt or proud Profeſlor, 
- {who works all from himſelf and his 
own ſtrength, and never goes out of 
$ Jhimſelf to a Promiſe to get ſtrength 
for his Performances,or to work by : 
And therefore his thin-ſpun Righte- 
- Jouſneſs is good for nothing, and will 
r |be flung away. | 
d | The Bees going out, minds me of 
e Jthe Real Chriſtian, who 1s renewed 
t- Jin the Spirit of his mind; and that he 
ll: Jmay be enabled ro work the great 
It: Work, he came into the World for, 
K: ſhe goes out'to an Ordinance, and to 
le: JChriſt in a Promiſe for ſtrength to 
ll: [work by,and by them obtains it; and 
h-j Ithis makes his work give Honey,and 
Ig: [become good for ſomething. 
ed' + O Lord, | do moſt humbly beſeech 
u- Jthee , let me not dare to work from 
Ut Imy ſelf; but to go ont dayly to thee, 
ly; Ifor ability to work my great and in- 
; [diſpenſable work with: That I may 
deny my own Righteouſneſs , and 
[make mention of thine only. And 
may thereby find. ſuch ſweetneſs 
. Prom every Ordinance and Promiſe, 


nd Fthat my Soul may be like a'Garden 
hich the Lord hath bleſſed; and 
| H 2 may 
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may proſper and thrive exceeding- 


dy. 


—_— ——_— 


——— 


MEDITAT. III. C 


Zpon ſeeding the Poor at the" 
Gate with ſome broken meat 
left at a Feaſt. 4 


F J Ow thankful are theſe poor 
neceſſitous perſons, for the 
fragme:ts of that Feaſt, which was ;; 
To plentiful to thoſe who ſate with; 
1n at the Table. Improve this, Q re 
my Soul, by conſidering the differentÞ,F 
Eſtate of the Church Triumphant; 
and that which is yet Militant. 
That 1s” in poſſeſſion of eternalſy, 
Bliſs, happy in the Fruition of God; 
. and enjoys him in his fulleſt love, and, 

_ 1s every day feaſted with the MarriJqeg 
age-Supper of the Lamb ; wheily,. 
This being preſent 1 the body and abyy. 
ent from the Lord , as yet withouther. 
the door of Heaven, is glad of ſome 
taſts of thoſe Elixirs of pleaſures 
which are Earneſts of the purchaſe 
polleſlion, and previous Guſs of ity 
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ng-f and as it were ſome crumbs and pa- 
rings of Glory ; ſome of the bro- 
ken meat of thoſe bleſſed Inhabi- 
tants of the new Fernſalem's.fuN and 
delicious every days feaſts. 

O Lord, I moſt humbly beſcech 
+hz|| thee 3 entertain me ſometimes witty 
fome taſts of thoſe joys, which thoſe 
partake of who are preſent with thy 
ſelf. Let me ſee thee through the 
Lattice, till I can ſee theeas the pure 
[in heart ſhall ſee thee in another 
tel orld : That fo 1 may long to be 
Wa] ciffolved and to be with Chriit, and 
1th- believing in thee let me even here 
» rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full 
rellofGlory. 
arty Which may make me thankful to- 
thee for what I here enjoy of thee : 
TIMKnowing that Chriſt poſlellſed by: 
50d, Faith 1s young Heaven, Glory 1n the 
 aAbud ; and thereby do thou raiſe my. 
alt1J(eſires to go to thoſe celeſtial mand. 
v1\clons, where Glory is full blown, and: 
d abfwhere 1 ſhall be entertained with Ri- 
hOUPrers of pleaſures at thy Right Hand 
_ Ir evermore. 


ale 
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WEDITAT. IV. 
Of my Gardiners chuſmg fine 


young thriving Stocks to graft 


on , and rejecting old and wi- 
thered ones. 


Y Gardiner's care now he 1s 
grafting , in chuſing young 
and flouriſhing Stocks, and paſling b 
thoſe which are old or withered ; 
minds me of God's dealings wit 
his Creatures in grafting his Grac 
upon their hearts. He ſeldom de 
ing It upon old decrepid withere 
ſinners, thoſe old Stocks being ofl 
neglected by him; becauſe they wil 
lingly forgat their Creator in th 
days of their Youth, (when they ha 
an inſpired Precept to remembe 
him)going on in the ways of ſin,z 
living wholly without God in t 
World, ſo that he was but ſeldomi 
their thoughts; they reſolving t 
indulge. themſelves in all forbidde 
Pleaſures, thinking that ar laſt 
Death-bed Repentance and crying 
God Mercy, and ſaying Lord , Lor 
WOuU 
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would be enough to'fit them for thoſe 
Eternal Manſions whereinto no un- 
holy thing ſhall enter : And fo bold- 
ly go on to add {in to fin (upon pre- 
ſumption of mercy) while Death is 
ready to cloſe their eyes z not conſt- 
dering that there 15 not in the God- 
breathed Oracles, one Example(that 
I remember) of fick-bed ſaving Re- 
pentance. And though there 1s one 
of the Thief upon the Croſs kept 
upon Record, . to keep real Penitents 
from deſpairing of mercy at thecloſe 
of their days ; yet thereis but one 
to prevent bold impertinent finners 
from preſaming of mercy. - 

' 'And though 'the mercy of God 


-onght not to be confined to any Age, 


yet we may obſerve he doth not fre- 
quently work ſaving Grace in old 
and withering Creatures, but chuſes 
oung Diſciples .;. loving and de- 
ighring'to graft his'Grace on-ſuch, 
that they may Zo on to bring forth 
more fruit in their Age , having g1v- 
en God the Spring and May of their 
Lives, by a ſolemn Aft of an early 
Self-dedication to him , and chuſing 
to walk in all his ways. And who by 
ſetting forth betimes in theit Journey 
H 4 ta: 
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to Heaven, have a long time to glo- 
\ rifie God in: and to be examples 
and encouragers to others to come 
in, to ſerve God, by aſſuring them 
. that all his ways are pleaſantneſs, and 
all his paths peace. And that his yoak js 
eaſie., to thoſe who take it on them, 
though it may gall their Necks that 
ſtruggle at it, and are unwilling to 

bear it. 
O Lord, Ido moſt humbly beſeech 
thee by this occaſional Meditation , 
let my heart be lifted up in the high 
Praiſes of thee my great and good 
God,' for not ſuffering me to conti- 
nue ſo long under the reigning pow- 
.er of ſin,- as to be caſt off as an old 
and too withered a ſtock to graft 
Grace upon, but that thou wert 
pleaſed to ſhew me the Beauties of 
Holineſs betimes, before the Au- | 
tumn of my age, Though,-Lord, || * 
I do confeſs, with S. Auguſtin, that Þ| 5 
too late, Lord ! too late | knew and 
lov'd thee, and do heartily grieve 
that I did not, as I ſhould, devote all 
the Spring of my years to thee, but 
did give ſome of mine green time to 
vanity and folly, being then too con- 
formable to the wicked world , and 
| £09 
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too little conformable to thy bleſked' 


Wall. 


But O for ever admired be. thy. 


mercy , that did pluck me as a Fire- 
brand out of the Fire, and left. me 
not to be fuel for everfaſting Burn- 


inzs. . Thou mighteit ther, Lord ,. 


- jultly have ſaid to me; T hou that 
art flthy, be filthy ſtill : and mighteft 
have puniſhed my former ſins, with- 
leaving me to dye in my ſins. But 
bleſſed be thy name, that thou didſt 
implant in me ſome of the Graces- 
of thy ſweet and holy Spirit, before 

my old age, by. which thou haſt 

been pleaſed to-give me: more time 
to ſerve thee, and taſte the pleaſures. 
which are to be found in doing ſo. 

And hath: thereby. enabled me to de- 

clare to others what I have my: felf. 
long experimented , that thou art: 
good to the Soul that ſeeks thee: And. 
the pureſt, moſt ſatisfyingand laſt-- 
ing pleaſures, are to be found in ans 
holy and ſtriCt walking with-thes, , 
and that. in keeping > Command: - 
ments there is great: rewards, And: 

that religious: perſons have their 

joys, though the blind Sodomites of 
the world want £yesto ſeethem: Or 
Lord,, 


= 
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Lord ! Make me now in my old Ape 
bring forth more fruit , that ſo thou 
mayſt not ſay of me, as juſtly thou 
didiſt of the fruitleſs Fig-tree, Cut tt 
down, why cumbereſt thou the Ground, 


WEDILA 3. V. 


@pon looking out of my Windou 
at Chelſey «pon the Thames, 


His ſweet River which I looked 
upon with ſo .much pleaſure 
and delight, while it was ſmooth, 


Tene and calm, when a ſuddain Tem- 


pelt roſe unexp«Ctedly , and madeit 
rough and trqubled , proved rather 
frightful, than delightful to me, and 
made me ſhut my Window,and ceakc 
looking on it. | 
This minds me what an alluringf : 
AttraCtivencſs there is in Perſons 
calm and patient , free from the boi- 
ſterous diſorders of turbulent Paſſ:- 
ons, who entertain the eyes of all 
Beholders delightſally , while they 
continue ſo. But if that admired 
- Gentlenels 


V 
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Gentleneſs be by a ſaddain eruption 
of their Paſſions turned into- Fury , 
the very form of their Viſage ſeems 
to be changed, and looks fright- 


ful to all Beholders , and very un- 


alluring. | 

O Lord, I beſeech thee make me 
more than ever to ſtudy and practiſe 
thoſe Chriſtian adorning Graces of 
Meekneſs and Patience, that thereby 
I may evince to others, how great 
Beauty there 1s in belng calm and free 
from unbeſecming and violerit Paſſi- 
ons, and that | may hy Sweetneſs and 
Gentleneſs adorn my holy Profeſſion, 
and excite others to. be [mitaters of 
thoſe Graces. 


MEDITAT. VI. 


pon ſeeing a fine Carpet taken 


off a duſty Table. 


Hilſt this fine Carpet was 

npor the Table,it appear- 
ed very fine and clean; but when 
that adorning cover was removed ,, 
how. 
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how full and duſty was it found to 
be. 
This minds me of a formal Pro- 
feſſor, which puts all his Religion in 
formality of outward Duties, and 
Geſtures , which to Beholders make 
him appear decently. But all this 
while under that .outhde appearance 
of Devotion, his heart is naſty and 
duſty ; his care being only (like a 
Painted Sepulchre ) to appear bean- 
tiful without, whilſt within there 
Is all uncleanneſs; and ſo thinks by 
Putting on an hypocritical outſide 


to hide all his faults, and ſerve the 


Devil ſecurely in Chriſt's Livery. 
'O© Lord I humbly beſeech thee 
ſuffer me not to ſatishe my ſelf with 
the outward formality of Duties , 
which may ſeem well to my lookers 
on. But make me mind the inward 
and ſpiritual Performance, and how 
my heart is affected in them- And 
let me look to heart-cleanſing, know- 
ing, that thou my great God look- 
elt to the heart. And that though 
I may by covering over a duſty heart 
with a fine outward formality, de- 
ceive men, I cannot deceive thee 
the great heart-Searcher , before 
| whom 


Occaſronal Meditations. 


whom all things are naked and 0- 
Pen. 


_ I —— ——— ——— 


MED1 T4 %F. YVik 


Ypon Childrens playing in the 


x * ſtreets, and falling to fight, 
. GC. 

10- 

_ Heſe Children *by the deiights 

by they take in play not only for- 


de | get the time allotted for their recrea- 
he | tion, and ſlip the hour preſcribed 
for their return, to learn their Leſ- 
nee || fons in, and have nor only thereby 
ith | ventured a whipping, but have fallen 
2s, | out amongſt themſelves, tearing one 
ers || anothers faces: which one of their 
ard Þ| offended Fathers ſceing, ſnatched up 
ow | bis Son, and ſeverely corrected him, 
\nd | which other perſons in the ſtreet be- 
2w- | holding, though they knew neither 
ok- {the Child, nor the perſon that ended 
ugh Nthe Fray, by taking away the Fighter, 
zart (concluded by the correction that he 
de- gave, that he was the careful Father 
hee ofthe Child, who had uſed his Rod to. 
prevent, perhaps,the. loſs of anc _ 
jus. 
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This may be uſeful to mind me 
of the great Father of all the-Fami- 
lies of the Earth's wiſe proceeding 
with his Children, when he ſees them 
waſting of their time about things 
of no concernment, which ought 
to be employed in learning whar is 
of everlaſting concernment, and 
are quarrelling and fighting not 
againſt their luſts, but one againſt 
another.” He doth, to prevent 
the. miſchief they might do each 
other, correct them ſeaſonably , by 
which he ſhews his. fatherly Care of 
them. 

O Lord, I do moſt humbly be. 
ſeech thee, ſanCtifie this Meditation 
to me, that | may remember, that 
though there 1s no knowledpe either 
of love or hatred by all that is be- 
fore us; and that thongh thy out- - 
ward diſpenſations are often in the Þ ' 
dark to us; yet it 1s a ſign of Sor- 
ſ.i1p that thou corrects a difobedient 
careleſs Child. 

And therefore let me not in an 1 
afflicted condition ( if thou by thy} 
Providence thalt again bring me in- 
to it) think that thou hateſt me, 
but that thou art a moſt Gracious 
Father, 


- 
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Father, who correQteſt me in faith- 
falneſs to prevent what thou fore- 
ſeeſt, and 1 did not , would miſchief 
me. - 


_— 


MEDITAT. VIII. 


pon the lighting of many Candles 


at 0nC. 


= Candle that hath lighted ſo 


many, ſtill gives as much light 
ds it did before, and hath loſt no- 
thing by what it hath imparted to 
them. 

Improve this, oh my Soul, by 
conſidering, that ſome excellent 
Chriſtians ( who as the inſpired Vo- 
lumes tell us of that admirable per- 
ſon S. Fohn Bapriſt, who was a bur- 
ning and a ſhining Light) are ſo 
conſpicuous, that all Beholders take 
notice of their well-ordered Con- 
verſation ; their Light ſo ſhining 
before men, that others ſeeing their 
good works are thereby excited to 
glorifie God, and are alſo ſo com- 
municative of that light, wherewith 


ee lr II 
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good, OQ let me by declaring what 
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God hath vouchſafed to: enlighten 
their underſtandings ,. that they. are 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe, what Fob faid he 
was in another, eyes to the blind: 
and are ſtill teaching young Diſci- 
ples, what they who are old have 
been taught of God ; and ſo train 
them up in the School of Chriſtia- 
nity. And yet by imparting their 
knowledge of God, know him »not 
the leſs themſelves, but many times 
the morez- and by informing them 
of the pleaſures of. Religion, bring 
them into the holy path which leads 
to eternal life, yet hinder not 
their own progreſs toward Hea- 
ven. 

O Lord, F moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, let this Meditation: provoke 
me, more than ever yet | have done, 
to impart to my Fellow Chriſtians, 
(eſpecially my Family, under my 
authority ) what I know of thee, 
that by my declaring. how good a 
God thou art, I may. bring many 0- 
thers to. know thee, not only witit 
a general, but an experimental know- 
ledge, which will make them ſay 
23s I- do, That thou art good, and doſt 


thou 
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thou haſt done for my Soul, cauſe 
othersto joyn with mein adoring thee 
are | for thy greatneſs, and loving thee for 
he | thy goodneſs; that ſo we may magni- 
1d: | fie thy name together. And I may be 
Cl- | inſtrumental toimpartlightto others, 
We | and be made a burning and a ſhining 
aw } Light my ſelf. 


em MEDIIAT I. 
0s | pon the drawing of the Window- 


curtains to prevent the Suns 
putting out the Fire. 


S ſoon as I perceived that the 
ſhining of the Sun into the 
Room, would put out the Fire, I 
inſtantly drew the Window-curtains 
to prevent it. 
Which minds me of the neceſſi- - 
ty there 1s, that God ſhould ſome- 
times, ( when he ſees the Fire of 
Celeſtial Love, in the hearts of his 
People, in danger of being put out 
by other flames) take that away 
from 
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from him. And if he doth it not by 
death, yet to prevent our cooling 
in our affetions, doth, as it were 
by ſome dark providence, draw 4 
Curtain betweenus-and what we doat 
upon. 

O Lord, I beſecech thee, when thou 
ſceſt the Fireof thy Love in my heart 
ready to be put out by any - thing, 
be ſo mercifulas to draw what obſcu- 
ring Curtain thou pleaſeſt, to hinder 
!t; that my love to thy Divine Mz- 
jeſty, may be like the Fire upon the 
Altar,tiat never went out.OQ let it ne- 
ver becxtinguifhed by any earthly oh- 
JR: But let my love to thee drown 
and ſwallow up all Creature-love, 
O blot out every name from my cor- 
rupted heart, that binders the deep- 
er engraving of thy name there ; and 
remove me from what and whom 
thou wilt; ſothon wilt thereby bring 
me nearer to thy ſelf. Oh, thoughl 
have ſparks for Creatures, yet let mj 
greateſt blaze, blaze towards Heaven, 
Amen, 


It by 
dling 


vere | 


WW 2 
doat 


thou 
neart 
hing, 
bſcu- 
inder 

Ma- 
n the 
It ne- 
y ob- 
OWN 


OVE, 
' COr- 


avcl, 


ME 


Occafronal Meditations. 
MEDITA % 


7pon a perſon who had great know- 
ledge, and very quick, but un- 


ſanitified parts. 


— perſon, who is in this very 
prophane Age celebrated for a 
great Wir, and is very acceptable to 
all his companions upon that account, 
does yet make ſo very ill uſe of thoſe 
acute parts God hath been pleaſed to 
beſtow upon him, that he improves 
them only.to make jets, and to laxgh 
at all that is either /erious or ſacred, 


endeavouring as much as in him lies, . 


to make all Devotion be turned in- 
to Riaicule: and ſo abuſes all the 
knowledge that God hath beſtowed 
upon him, ſo contrary to the ac/ign for 
which 'twas given him , of glorify- 
ing bis great Creator; that he only 
turns it againſt him, to his own final 


 deftruction withour repentance,uſing 


itas a Torch to light himſelf to Hell 
thereby. 


O Lord, I maſt humbly beſeech 


thee, let this Meditation make me 
chuſe 
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chuſe to have a little ſanCtified know- 
ledge, rather than the moſt raiſed 
and quick parts unſanCtified, and 
help me to improve thoſe parts thou 


haſt beſtowed upon me, to thy Ho-- 


our, that I may never fight againſt 
thee with thy own Weapons, but 
may bring ſome Glory to thee by 
them. O be pleaſed to give me 
Light in my Head, and Fire in my 
Heart , even that Fire from Heaven, 
by which I may inflame others with 
. true zeal for thy Glory, that uſing 
thoſe weak parts for thee thou haſt 
vouchſated to me, I may by the lit- 
tle knowledge I have be lighted 
to the Regions of bliſs, whilſt 0- 
thers with their greater knowledge, 


devoid of Grace, go down to utter 
darknels. 


EDI TAT. XL. 
Tpon ſeeing a Silk-worm ſpin. 


E & His Silk-worm hath for a long 

time entertained my Eyes,with 
obſerving how buſily 1t was. _— 
© i 
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fine Silks. 
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ed in ſpinning its curious Threads 
of Silk: and that when it had made 
it's purſe of Silk, into which it has 
confined it ſelf, if the Looker to it 
doth not wind off what it has ſpun, 
rather than it will keep that weight 
of Silk upon its Back, it will make a 
way to get from under it by eating 


a hole at the top of it, and ſoflings it 


off. 
Which -minds me of thoſe very 
yain perſons,that are puffed up with 
their being adorned with fine Cloaths, 
which is being proud of putting on 
- that which the Silk-worm puts 
off. 

This may be uſeful to caution 
me againſt loving ard delighting in 
When I do contider that 
all the fineſt and beſt mingled ones 
that can be pur on to adorn me with, 
are all ſpun by a poor Worm: and 
that to be proud of Fine Cloaths, is 
to be ſo of that, which is the -0- 
mument of our ſm: for if Adam had 
not ſinned, we ſhould have had no 
need of cloathing to have hid our 
ſhame. And that even Pearls which 
are by many purchaſed at ſo dear a 
iate, that they may adorn them- 
{elves 


25 
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off at night when I go to reſt, and 
mult be all for ever parted with at 
the night of death by me. 

O Lord, therefore be pleaſed tt 
make me often call to my remem{7 
brance, the very great and ſenſibl 
pleaſure, I have often experience 
in cloathing naked Backs, whe! 
thou haſt ler me have the honour off 
being thy Almoner, and diſpenſed 
thy Charity through my hands to th; 
neceſſitous poor ; and let that make 
me rather to chule to cloath nake} 
Backs, than to pleaſe idle-eyes, an 
rather to chuſe to ſee many of m 
Fellow Creatures kept warm, being 
covered with my Charity, in plain 
but warm Apparel, than to ſtarv'* 
my Charity, by putting upon mj* 
ſelf one rich laced Gown, - whict 
would, if ſold, and diſtributed -unt* 
the Poor, make many decent, and conf! 
venient Gowns for ſeveral indige - 


perſons. | ' 
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th at 


ed ti 

memy7pon deſiring a Friend to pre- 
nil ſerve ſafe for me ſome preci- 
= ous things, whith were kept for 
wy » till I needed them, aud 


oa then ſeaſonably produced to 
o thil 4e/p me. 
make 


naked}. _ 

WT = hall earneſtly did I deſire my 

of mi Friend to lay up ſafe for .me 

beingſtiele things, and how faithfully hath 

plain he preſerved them , and how ſeaſo- | 

taryÞably hath he praduced them for me 

n m at my need? _. Wt 

which This may be uſeful'to.excite me, 

| unt$0 practiſe Gratitude,to- my beſt and | 

d conÞigheſt Friend, to whom [ have oft 

ligenfſent up the reſpirations of my Soul, | 
nat he would keep for me both | 
hoſe Truths: 1 | have learnt-out of 
s Sacred Word, and thoſe Experi- 
nces I have had: of his Goodneſs, 
and ſupports vonchſafed me under 

TT aÞfiicting Providences, not daring to 
rull ro my memory only:,: theſe en- 


| £22108 
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gaging merctesI have received , leſt, 
his Word and Benefits ſhould flip 
out of my mind; and I have pe- 
Zitioned him alſo, that he would 
bring afreih into my mind thoſe 
Truths , when I moſt needed 
them. 

O Lord, I adore thee for bring-J: 
ing again afreſh to my Memory]. 
thoſe ſupporting Promiſes , to 
ſtrengthen my weak Faith , when 
I moſt .needed them, which thou 
-didſt preſerve for me , till the 
'times of my greateſt exigences, 
and didſt then comfort me by 

” them. 

a And, 'O Lord, I do alſo thank- 

| fully acknowledge, that when thou 

o didſt, as a gracious Father, chaſtiſe 
me by Afflictions for my Enormities, 

. and 1 was even ready to faint in 
taking that wholeſome Soul-Phy- 
ſick, of thy preſcribing ; that thou 
wert then pleaſed, by my conſide- 
Ting the Benefits which had former } 
ly accrued to my better part , by 
ſanftihed AfﬀiCctions , to make me 
not only im ſome good meaſure pz 
Tient under them 3; but didſt allo 
make me £0 believe, they wony ” 

for 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


or my ſpiritual good. And thus 
hou madeſt my Memory a Cabinet, 
"Ko preſerve my own Experiences, 
That they might be ſeafonably pro- 
Juced to keep me from doing as 1/a- 
þxr did , crouch down under my 
Burdens. 


wry | ER 


mhaſj MEDITA T.:- X11. 


the ſ/pon my often waking in the 
ces, | Night , and preſently falling 


by aſleep again. 

- Ow often have I awaked this 

| Night, and inſtantly fallen a- 
ſtiſeFcep again ? Being ſo drowſie , that 
ties, 
t inElumbring. 
Phy- This may be uſeful to mind me of 
thou iny Spiritual Condition , having oft 
ſide-Fheen in an awakened frame, in which 
have been put upon ſeeking after 
ne great things of Eternal Con- 
ernmennt, which have then been 
P2-Wo realized unto me , as to take deep 
mpreſſjons upon my heart, and hath 
d beSnade my Soul to follow hard after 


for l 2 God , 


could not long keep my ſelf from 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
(God for Mercy , and for Power toſfſdor 
ſerve him better ; but alas ! kowfor 
ſoon have I by carnal ſecurity beeafffall 
drowſie and fallen aſleep again; ardftha 
though in the Divine Records offMa 
God's revealed Will unto us,, - kfnah 
hath bid us, that we ſhouls not ſleepſþhy 
as do others, but that we ſhould 
be watchful ; yet 1 have been apt to 
forget that Precept ; and to ſay to 
Toy ſelf, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, what was 
Taid of natural reſt (which is a ſhut:- 
ting up of the Senſes) concerning La 
zars ; that if he ſlept he ſhould dif © 
well, (though | ſlept, it ſhould be well 
with me.) 

But, O Lord, I do moſt humbly 
beſeech thee , do unto me ,, as thoy 
{aidſt thou wouldit do unto him, 
come. and awaken me out of my 
fleep. | 

O let me no longer be ſo unequal 
im my Devotions, as to have my 
Goodneſs like a Morning-Dew, 
which ſoon paſtes away ; and fo bt 
TJometimes awake, and ſometimes a 
1lzep. But let me be kept watc 
ful, by theſerious ſenſe of my Mor 
tality ; and of the ſtrict account | 
mult give 40 thee, of all that 1 hav 

| lo 


i 
d. 


Occaſtonal Meditations. 
 todone in the fleſh, whether it be good 
owgor evil : And when thou ſceſt me 
eerfifalling again into my Spiritual Le- 
ardſchargy, do thou iay unto me, as the: 

offÞMariners in the Storm did unto FJo- 
$4; Ariſe thou ſluggard, and call upoz 
cepſpby God, 
uld 
- to 
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God for Mercy , and for Power to 


ſerve him better ; but alas ! how 
ſoon have I by carnal ſecurity been 
drowfſie and fallen aſleep again; ard 
though in the Divine Records of 
God's revealed Will unto us,, - he 
hath bid us, that we ſhoulc not ſleep 
as do others, but that we ſhould 
be watchful ; yet 1 have been apt to 
forget that Precept ; and to ſay to 
Toy ſelf, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, what was 
Taid of natural reſt (which is a ſhut- 
ting up of the Senſes) concerning La- 
zarw ; that if he ſlept he ſhould do 
well, (though | ſlept, it ſhould be well 
with me.) 

But, O Lord, I do moſt humbly 
beſeech thee , do unto me ,, as thou 
{aidſt thou wouldſt do unto him , 
come and awaken me out of my 
fleep. | 
_ O let meno longer be ſo unequal 
in my Devotions, as to have my 
Goodneſs like a Morning-Dew , 
which ſoon paſtes away ; and ſo be 
Jometimes awake, and ſometimes a 
1lcep. But let me be kept watch- 
ful, by theſerious ſenſe of my Mor- 
tality ; and of the ſtrict account 1 
mult give 40 thee, of all that | _ 

<lone 


Occaſtonal Meditations. 

done in the fleſh, whether it be good 
or evil : And when thou ſceſt me 
falling again into my Spiritual Le- 
thargy, do thou iay unto me, as the- 
Mariners in the Storm did unto Fo- 
nah, Ariſe thou ſluggard, and call upo: 
thy God, 
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Pious Reflections 


On Several 


SCRIPTURE S, 


REFLECTION I... 


* * Ord! When I read in thy: 
Word , of the man after. 
thine own heart, ſaying,.. 
Rpvers of Waters'rum down-- 
mine eyes , becauſe: men 

keep not thy Commandments; and yet . 
conſider -that I am ſo far: from imi- 

| tating him; that-I can -many 'times-. 
ſuffer ſin tobe. upon my Brother, with-- 
out ſo much as giving him reproof 
for it, or adviſing him, fo much as--- 
to conſider whom he . offends by it r 
Nay ,, ſometime Iam. ready r0\make-. 
a mock, of fin., and to laugh at that; 

1 which: 


Pious Refletions 
which is a Grief te thy Holy Spire. 
O Lord,l beſeech thee humble me un- 
der this Conſideration, and make me 
for the time to come to imitate holy 
David, in my Charity towards my 
offending Brother. And with thy 
ſervant Lot to have my Soul vexed 
in hearing and ſeeing the filthy commu- 
nication of the ns, ip Q let me be 


ſo charitable, as to weepover the | 
Sonl of my offending Brother , and | 


tet me, as much as in me lies, help 
him out of the ſnare of ſin, and by 
my Prayers,and Holy Example help 
him towards Heaven. 


REFLECT. IL 


Jonah. 4. 9. Zhen ſaid the Zord, 
doft thou well to be angry for 
the gourd 2 and he ſaid, I do 
well to be angry, even unto 


aeath. 


Ord, when read of this peeviſ 
Propher Fonah , who becauſe 
thou waſt merciful unto the repent- 
wg 


DD —<'D ff. 0 


mm > 5 UW: 


upon ſeveral Schiptures:” 
ing Ninevites, and- djdſt not- deſtroy 


them in forty _ according to }. 
what he had proclaimed , ' was ſodif- - 


contented , that when thou expoſiu- 


latedſt with him , and askedſt him, , 


whether he did .well ro be angry; he 


was fo far from confeſſing his Fault, . 


as that - he ſeemed to' dare to ap- 
prove it even to thy very fact:, by 
theſe Words, 1 ao well to be angry 


even unto death. QLord, how doth . 


this ſhew me the madneſs of this paſ- 
ſion of Anger, and Diſcontent,which 


doth for the preſent ſo far diſtra(t 


us , that we are ready 'to jnſtifie a 


Fault, in ſtead of- begging pardon . 
for it ? OLord, . I do therefore moſt 
humbly beſeech-thee, to enable me, . 


to be /low to anger , remembring that 


”* 


thou haſt told me'; -that he that 35 flow 
to anger, 15 better. than 'the mighty ; and : 


he that governs hy'S rt :, than he that - 
takes: a City; and hethat bath.no rule - 


- 


over his Spirit,” is as a City thitthath no » 
Wall.” O bring all my Paſſio22%nto - 


" ſubjeCtion to my Reaſon, and my Ree: 
ſon to my Religion, . Let me not” free: 

| my ſelf in any wiſe to do toil, nor to » 
be angry , and fin/in'my Anger ,; bnet : 


give me a meek, quiet,conmented Spirit, , 


which. 
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which # in thy ſight of great walue. 
,.Lert me- learn of thee ro be mitek and 
lowly, that I may find reſt unto my 
Soul. F457 7 


_y_ 


Mark'9.'5- 4nd Peter anſwered 
and" ſaid to Teſus, Maſter it us 
good for us to be here. 


Ord!When I peruſe theſe Vords 

L of Peter's,that 1t is .c90d to be here 
this makes me reflect upon my elt, 
in relation to .this preſent World ; 
who am often” times, .when I am 
delighted with any thing here below, 
whuch.deth pleaſe .my/ ſenſual appe- 
tite ,. ready to ſay;{tis gopd 70.be, bere, 
But, .O Lord 2:]-heſeech.thee,do thou 
then ſgy,to'me,upangbe gozrg, for here 
% 10 J%«.7et.-, Look. beyond. things 
remporghia thoſe which; are erernal : 
thete:Worjdly. Pleaſures. die: m the 
Birth, and therefore are pot, worthy 
ro. come yptp the; Bill, of. Mortality : 
make me,, £0,,Fonſifhar theſe things 
cannot ſatisfie me tor agent, puck 
ns els 


#pon ſeveral Scriptures. 
leſs for Eternity; .and that though 
the world ſeems to ki/s me, 'tis but 
to iab me, though it makes me 
ſport, 'tis but to put out my eyes; it 
promiſes zmch , but performs 70- 
thing ;, and therefore let me not ſay, 
'tis good to be. here ; but let me ſeek 
after that City that hath Foundations, 
whoſe Maker and Builder is God, after 
that better Country, that ts. an hea» 
venly, ; 


=> /- 
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John 4. 28. The Woman left. her 
Water-pot. 


| Ord'! Whenl read thatafter thou 


— _wert pleaſed to inſtru&t the S4- 
maritan woman, that. thou wert. the 
LE ab. ,, the Saviour of the World ; ſhe. 
| preſently left | her. warer-por , and 
went inta. the City-to.inform others, 


that. they , alſo anight.come. and be, 
bleſſed with a ſight of him, who is' 


| the deſire of all Nations, O Lord, 
this doth indeed convince me, that 
the Soul that once findeth 7hee , 1s 
I Pre- 


Pious- RefleTions 


preſently content to part with al. 
For this woman, before thy revealing 
thy ſelf to her, was buſted about her 
water-pot , and her wordly employ- 
ments : But after ſhe had found the 
Aeſſias, ſhe could (as it were for joy ) 
forget her water-por , and willingly 
part with it, to inform her Netgh- 
bours what ſhe had found, that they 
alſo might have a part with her. O 
Lord , that thou wouldſt enable me 


alſo,._to leave all to follow thee; 


and that I may like Siz0r Peter, who 


- when thou calledſt him from his fi- 
ſhing, left his ners ſtraitway, and fokow- 


edthee;10 I may leave all my worldly 
wealth and follow thee, and comnr 
all. things dung and adroſfs to gain thee, 


and with the man ſpoken of in the || 
Goſpel, ſell all ro obtain the pearl of | 
greatesF price ;, that having found 7e-. | 
ſus, "_ willingly part with all for | 
having thee, may ſay I bave | 
enough, Lord I am willing, . if thou . 


thee; an 


call'ſt me to it, to leave my warer- 
por, and my nets, and All for thee. 


_ 
WIT Wk M24 
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apon fteveral Scriptures. 
KEFL BG 3 


Acts 24, 25. And as he reaſon- 
ed of Righteouſneſs , Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come, 
Felix trembled , and anſwer- 
ed, Go thy way for this time, 
when 1 have a convenient ſea- 
ſon I will hear thee. 


| yas when I peruſe this Verſe, 
and ſee that thy choſen Veſſel, 
though a Priſoner , as he reaſoned 
of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and 
Judgment to come , could make Fe- 
kx tremble; and yet he could pur 


| him off to another ſeaſon. This 
| makes me to refleft upon my ſelf, 
| inregard of the good motions, that 
- | the boly ſpirit many times comes to 
| mewith, asit were, in the coo! of 


| vain in thy imaginations * But God has 


the day, when the heat of temptation 
is over, ſaying , doſt thou well ro be 
anory? Def thou well to love this world? 
Doſt thou not remember God hath bid 
thee not to love this world, ner to con- 
ſume thy days in Vanity, wor to be 


bid 
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bid thee work out thy Salvation with fear 


and trembling, and give all diligence to 
makg thy calling and Elcftion ſure, Re- 
member thou Taft a preat work, to db, 
and thou haſt but a little moment to do 
it in; thy body is but duſt , and must 
ſoon return to duſt ; but thy ſoul is 
made for Eternity ; it must laſt for e- 
ver, it's more worth than an whole 
world, therefore ſeckreſt for that, there- 
fere look beyond things temporal to thoſe 


that are eternal, Lay up for thy ſelf 


Treaſure 1a Heaven, and let thy heart be 

there alſo. ws 

.  O Lord, how often hath thy ble/- 
ſed Spirit thus, as it were, whi/ſperea 

jnto- my Seul > and- though upon 


ſuch ſerious conſiderations ,, I have 


with Felix trembled, for the. pre- 
ſent, yet I have with him alſo ſaid, 
Go thy way for this time , when I have 
a convenient ſeaſon 1 will hear thee. 
But O Lord, | beſeech thee pardon, 
this procraſtination ,. and putting offi 
good reſo)utions for the time: paſt, 
and now enable me to make haſte, and. 
not delay 'to. keep thy Commandments, 
and toi follaw - the. example of: the 
Prodigal, who-ſfaid , he world ariſe. 
aud go 10 his Father, and he ſtrait-way: 
: aroſe 


—_ "4s _ 
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j 


upon ſeveral Scriptures 

aroſe and went, according to his re- 
ſolution and promiſe. Make me , 
Lord, to remember that it is ro day 
if 1 will hear thy woice, that I muſt 
not harden my "he » and that mow 
is the accepted time; now is the day 
of Salvation, Let me therefore now 
work the work of God whilſt it is day, 
for the night cometh wherein n0 man can 
work, Lord , make me to conſider, 
that if it be hard to repent to day, 
it will be much harder to morrow z 
and that 1 have no aſſurance that I 
ſhall live til to morrow. Make me 
A Ps remember _= 6 _ 
tor in the days of outh., before the 
evil days ow lee 1 ſhall ſay, F 


|| have no pleaſure in them; and with 


the wiſe Virgins to prepare fo nee# 
the Bridegroom of my Soul, with my 
Lamp ready and well furniſhed with Oyl;, 
that when thy bleſſed Spirit, next. 


| knocks at the door of my heart, by 


any good motion, I may preſently 
entertain it with careſſes and ſatisfa- 
on, and not ſay with Felix, Go thy 
way for this time, when I have a more 


| convenient ſeaſon I will hear thee. 
iq 


R E- 
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REFLECT. VI. 


2 Sam. 12. 5. And Pavids an- 
ger was greatly kindled againſt 
the man , and he faid to Na- 
than, as the Lord liveth, 


the man that hath done this 


thing ſhall ſurely dye. 


Ord, when I read of Nather'; 


coming to David, and by a 
parable ſhewing him his own fault, 
and hear him preſently fay , 4 che. 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done 
this thing ſhall ſurely dye : This dif- 


covers. to me. mine own iniquity, . 


who am many times ready with Da- 


uid to condemn mine own aCtions in | 
another perſon, and to be a ſevere: | 
Cenfurer of the faults of others, but | 


to paſs a very flight: one upon my 
own, and can eaſily, diſcern the mote 


7 
& . 


If 


r 
N 
| 
{ 


in my Brothers cye, but cannot perceive © | = 


the beam that is in my own eye. O- 
Lord, I beſeech thee, when 1 would 
cenſure, make me to begin at home, 
and to judge my ſelf; remembring 
that I have. moſt reaſon ſo to _ 

| Or; 


* 
ſ 


' 


« 


CO" WP Un -- 


upon ſeveral Scriptures 
for I can ſee in my Brother bur a life 
full of fin, but 1 can ſee in my ſelf an 
heart full of fin 4 let me therefore in 
lowlineſs of mind eſteem others 
better than my ſelf , and mor jrdge a- 
nother but judge my ſelf, that I may not 
be jadged of the Lord, 


CO — — 


REFLECT. VIL 


Joſ. 23. 15. But as for me and 
my houſe , we will ſerve the 


Lord. 


Ord, when I read of thy ſer- 
vant Joſhnah, before his death, 


| reckoning up all the great engage- 


'F ments that the Children of 1/rael 


had to ſerve thee, to provoke them 


F to renew their Covenant with thee, 


Þ and to keep cloſe to thy ſervice;. 


and hear him taking this moſt happy 


"reſolution, that whatever they did, 


He and his Houſe would ſerve the Lord: 

How deſirous, O Lord, aml to 
follow this holy man's Example, and 
to reſolve that whatever the reſt 


'of the World doth , 1 and my Fa- 


mily 
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mily will ſerve the Lord ; let me 
not think it enough to ſerve thee 
my own ſelf; but make me to do, 
. as thou ſaidſt thou knewſt thy Ser- 
vant Abraham would , to command 
my Children, and my Houſhold af- 
ter me , that they may keep thy 
Commandments , to do Judgment 
and Juſtice. And as holy David 
did , let me ſay, He that walketh up- 
rightly , he ſhall ſerv? me, mine eye 
ſhall be upon the faithful of the Land 
that they may dwell with me: He that 
zelleth lies ſhall not tarry in my fight ;; 
that it may be ſaid of me, as it was 
of Cornelius, That I fear God and all 


ay howſes 


REFLECT. 


Lu 


n 

ti 

tl 

By 
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pon ſeveral Scriptures. 


RK EFLEC-T. VFIEL 


Luke 16. 25. And Abraham 
ſaid, Sou, remember that thou 
in thy life time receivedſt thy 
good things, and likewiſe Laza- 
rus evil. things; but now he is 
comforted , and thou art tor- 
mented. 


Ord /! When I read this ſad an- 
ſwer of Abraham, to the Rich- 
man's requeſt : Son, remember that 
thou inthy life time recervedjt thy good 
things: How ſad a remembrance do 


{ 1 believe this muſt needs be to him, 


to conſider his former proſperity ; 
and to think that he-was cloathed in 
Purple and fine Linnen, and fared 
ſumptuouſly every. day; and now 
wanted a drop of water to cool his 
tongue. The remembrance of his 
former proſperity, was now but an 
aggravationof his miſery. 

For what good did it do him to 
conſider,that in his life time, he had 
i= may be a great Retinue,and many 
to wait upon him- when 4n Hell his 
Attend 


_ ” III IS omg Oe, 
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Attendance were only Devils and 
damned Spirits. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee therefore 
let it never be faid tome, as it was 


. to this miſerable' great one; thou 


haſt in thy life time had thy good 
things, thou haſt had thy conſola- 
tion. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee, give me 
not my.Portion in this Life, nor 
let me have a ſhort Heaven here up- 
on Earth, and an eternal Hell here- 
after. 

Let me not be ſatisfied with the 
bleſſings of thy Foot-ſtool, without 
thoſe of thy Throne ; nor with the 
fatneſs of the Earth , without the 
dew of Heaven. 

Let me not ſay to Gold rhou art my 
hope , or to the fine Gold thou art my 
Confidence. 

Let me not count theſe lower 
things my good things, becauſe theſe 
may ſtand with Reprobation, and a 
Dives may have them, and go to Het]. 
Bat let me account thoſe things my 
good things, which cannot ſtand with 
Reprobation. 

O viſit me with the favour of thy 
choſen: Q let me not ſo much covet 

ro 


upon ſeveral Scriptures, 
to be cloathed with Purple, and fine Lin- 
nen, as to be like the King's Daughter 
all glorious within; and be cloathed 
with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and help me to put on the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and to make no provili- 


on for the fleſh , to fulfil the luſts 
thereof. 


——— Cee ee ee 


—— 


REFLECT. Ix 
Mark. 8. 36. What ſhall it pro- 


fit a man to gain the whole. 


World, aud loſe his own Soul ? 


Ord, when I read theſe words, 
and ſee, as it were, my bleſſed 
Saviour , pntting the whole World 
into one Scale of a Ballance, and the 
Soul of a poor Creature into the 0- 
ther, and the Soul out-weighing all 
the World: How really doth this 
convince me, that whoſoever ſhall 
exchange his immortal Soul to gain 
the whole World, would make a ſad 
bargaig. 
O Lord, I beſeech thee therefore, 
let me not ſell the Devil mine , for 


m7 


Fious Reflections 
a little ſcrap of it; bunt remem] 
bring the preciouſneſs-of it , by the 
Price it coſt; For we were not Yes 
deemed with corruptible things,- as Silver 
or Gold, but with the prectous Blood 0 
Chrift, Therefore if the Devil 
ſhould come to me , as he did once 
to my Saviour, and ſhew me-all- the 
Kingdoms of the World , and all 
the Glories of them, and ſay, all che 
will I give thee forthy ſoul; | may 
ſay to him, Get rhee behind ime Satan * 
I'{l never make ſuch a Fools bargain, | 


_— 


= = © 7 * 9» 6 


1 Sam. 30. 6. And David en- 
couraged himſelf in the Tord 
his God, 


Ord! When] read this Chapter, 

and conſider the ſad condition 

of David who ; when he returned; 
found :Liglag burnt , and his two: 
Wives carried Captives by the 4- 
malekites ;, and the people that were 
with him talking of ſtoning him, 
that he was in {6 {ad as outhde con- 
dition 


upon ſeveral Scriptures 

dition, that he was ſorely diſtreſſed, + 
yet that Text faith , that David (e- 
ven then) encouraged himſelf in the 

Lord his God, | 

O Lord ,, how doth this make me 
cry out and ſay , bleſſed are the People 
which are in ſuch a caſe ,, yea bleſſed 
are the People , whoſe God is the Lord : 
yea bleſſed are they , who in their 
greateſt Tryals and Diftreſles can 
encourage themſelves in God, that 
can truſt in God at all times. Lord 
thoſe.that know thy name put their truſt 

”2 thee, and thou wilt keep them in 
perfect peace, whoſe mind 1s ſtaid on 
thee, becauſe they truſt in thee. . 

. O Lord, I beſeech thee, let this 
make me-follow holy David's Exam- 
ple,in all my Diſtreſſes to encourage 
my ſelf in thee, knowing'it 1s better 
to put confidence: in God, than to 
put confidence in Princes: 


Fros Refletions 


REFLECT. x1: ith 


Gen. 22.9. Abraham bound 1- | 53 
faac bis Sow, ard liid bim on. 
the Altar, on the Wood. 

V. 12. Lay not thy hand upon || 
the Lad, neither do thou any 


_ thing unto him. 


Ord! When 1 re2d with what |" 
4. ready Obedience faithful Abra- | 
ham complied with that command, 
which not only ran croſs to his patu- th 
ral affetion, but ſeemingly would of 
diſappoint the Promiſe he 1o long | 
waited for, and at length received, | 
with ſo mach Joy and Satisfaftion, J'* 
thathe named his Son, J/zac (Laugh- | #0 
ter) asa Witneſs and Memorial of it. th 
And alſo, how when he.had ftretch- | 
ed out his hand, and took the Knife to 
{lay his Son, thou calledſt from Hea- 
ven to him , Lay not thy hand upon 
the Lad. Dy 
| This greatly ſhames me tv think, || — 
t how flow and backward I was, to 
a yield to thy gracious Commands and . 
Calls, to devote my ſelf intirely to 
thee, 


pon ſeveral Scrip tures. 


thee, in a courſe of ſtri&t Religion, 


and to preſent my Body as a living 
Sacrifice, holy , acceptable to thee, 
for fear of ſlaying my Iſaac, loſing 


*Ialt my Joy and Delight, as if 1 might 


never have been merry after my ſo 
doing. : 

But, O Lord, I muſt acknowledge 
| was afraid where no fear was: For 
| find by bleſt Experience, Re- 
ligion (the being laid on thine Al- 
tar) neither kills, nor burns up our 
Delights, only confines and rames 
them : For as I read in the Parable 
of the Prodigal , thongh he had had 
much mad Jollity before, he never 


{knew what true Joy was ri he came - 


to bjmſelf,and returned to his Father, 
for *twas then, and. not till then, 
that he and his began to be (truly) 
merry. | 
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Pious Refletions' 


CEELEC I AH. 


 Matth. 7. 21. Not every one that 


ſaith unto me, Lord , Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doth the 
Will of my Father which 1 in 
Heaven. 


Lord , when I read that 'tis 
not calling upon thee, Zora, 
Dord , but the obeying thee as ſuch 
by doing of thy Will, that will give 
entrance into thy Kingdom : O Lord, 


 howdeſfirousam1', to live my Pray- 


ers. Andas Ilevery day pray as thou 
haſt taught me, that thy. Will may 
be done : So Lord inable me todo 
thy Will, even when 'tis moſt croſs 
to my own. 


Let thy Will commanding be my 
Will obeying. O help me to reſign 
my Wil wholly to thine , make me 
chearfully to do, and paticnrly to 
ſuffer thy Will. 


Lord 


| upon ſeveral Seriprures. '22'M 
Lord, let thy Holy Will be done 
by me, and upon me. 


may F4NEM 


ive Impr imatur, 


5 Geo. T horp. Rin 
wy Chriſto P. & D. 


roſs Domino Guliel- 

mo Archiepilc. 
Cant. A Sacris 
"d  _ Domeſtics. 


K 3 


CATFLOGUE|; 
OF 


Some Books Printed 
for , and Sold by 
Nathanael Ranew , 
at the King's Arms 


in St. Paul's Church. 
Yard. 


Folid's. 
He Work s of Joſe- 


phus, with great di- 
ligence Reviſed and Amen- 


ded | 


dt 
N 


1 
I; 
t 
| 
( 


| Books ſold by Nath.Ranew. 


| ded, according to the ex- 


cellent French Tranflation 
of Monftear Arnanld d' An- 


dilly. - Alto the Embaſly of 


Philo Judeus ro the Empes 
ror Cajus Caligula , never 
Tranſlated before ; with the 
References of the Scrip- 
ture. ' A new Map ot the 
Holy Land , and divers 
Copper Plates. ſexving to 
Ilkuftrateche Hiſtory. 

The Priniples of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; with a large 
Body of Divinity, metho- 
dically and familiarly han- 


 dled, by way of Queſtion 


and Anſwer ,. for the nſec 
of Families. © Together 


with Immanuel, or the 


K 4 My- 


Myſtery of the Incarnation 
of the Son of God : by the 
moſt Reverend James her, 
lace Arch-Biſhop ot  Ar- 
mazh: To which is added 
in This Sevench Edition”, 
twenty Sermons preached 
at Oxford before His Maje- 
ſity, and elſewhere: Per- 
uſed and Publiſhed by his 
Lordſhip's Chaplains ; with 
the Life of the Author, 
containing many remarkas 
ble Paſſages, and an Alpha- 
betical Table never babes 
extant. 

The Life of the moſt 
Reverend James Uſher , late 
Arch-Biſhop 
With a Colletion of Three 
hundred 


Books ſold by 


of Armagh : 


h—_ jy fo) oP 90 My Ms, ns 


Yr. 6 


Q i my A 9 


Nathanael Ranew. 


hundred Letters between 
him and moſt of the Emi- 
nenteſt Perſons for Piety 
and Learning in his Time, 
both in Eneland and beyond 
the Seas. Publiſhed from 
Original Copies under their 
Hands , by Richard Parr , 
D. D. his Lordſhips Chap- 
lain, with whom the Care 
of all his Papers were in- 
truſted by his Lordſhip.  ; 


| Quarto's. 


The Harmony of - the: 
Divine Attributes, m rhe: 
Contrivance and Accom- 
pliſhment of Man's Re- 
demption: by the _— 


' Books - fold by 


ſas Chriſt : or Diſcourſes 
wherein is ſhewed how 
the Wiſdom , Mercy, Ju- 
ſtice, Holineſs, Power, and 
Truth of God, are Glorif- 
ed in that great and bleſſed 
Work : by William Bates, 
D. D. 

Of Wiſdom,three Books 
written in French by Peter 
Charrm , Door of Law 
in Pars : Tranſlated by 
Sampſon Leonard. 

A Sermon Preached at 
High-Wickham, in the Coun- 
cy of Bucks, wherein the 
Miniſter's Duty is remem - 
bred , their Dignity. aſler- 
ted, Man's Reconciliation 
with God urged ; by Sa- 


muel 


bn, By ha} Wwrl © 


Nathanael Ranew. 


muel Gardner, Chapl ai to 


His Majeſty. TEN 


27S 


A Sermon Preach ed-26 / 


the Funeral: of James Far 
getſon , late - Arch-Biſhop 
of Armagh , and Prinats 
of all Trelaud , . by the 
Right Reverend ' Father ini 
God , Henry Lord Biſhop 
of Meath ; whereunto is ad- 
ded a Funeral Oration on 
that occaſion, in the Name 
of the Univ erſiry of Dublin, 
at the Herſe of him theix 
Vice Chancellor. 

' Argumentum ad bominem , 
or' an- Argument apainſt 
Proteſtants', who hold that 
Papilts qua tales, or Living 


and- Dying Papiſts, may be. 


faved. Durus 
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Lord Biſhop 


'. -Books fſold- by. 


Durus Sermo , or Ainigma 
moriend; : the Myſtery of 
Dying daily, in a Sermon 
Preached in Plymouth at the 
Funeral of Mrs. Joan Ware 
ren , by Willam Pyke, Rector 
of Stokelinſland, in = Coun- 
ty of Cornwal. 

A Sermon Preached' at 
St. Peter s Weſtminſter at the 
Conlecration' of ſeven Bi- 
ſhops, Viz. John Lord Bi 
ſhop 'of Durbam : © William 
Lord Biſhop of St. Dav:ds. 
Benjamin Lord Biſhop of 
Peterborough. Hugh Lord 
Biſhop o Landaff.. Richard 
of Carliſle. 
Bryan L.ord Biſhop of - Ches 


ek And | Zobn Dads Biſhop 
of 


 —_— 


— 


nd 


| Nathanael Ranew. 
of Exeter ; by the moſt Re- 


of | verend Father in God Willi 


Yn 
1C 
I's 


am now Lord Arch-Biſhop 
of (anterbury. 

A "AIR preached bes 
fore the Company of Apos 
thecaries on Eccleſ.1 0.1. and 
publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
by Anthony Walker D. D. 

. The Norfolk Feaſt ; A 


Sermon preached at St.Dun- 


- | tans, being the day of the 


Anniverſary Feaſt for that 
County ; by William Smythies © 
Miniſter in that County. 
The Speech of Sr. Audley 
Mervyn Knight: His Ma 
jeſties prime Serjeant of 
= ;,and Speaker of the 


Houſe of Commons in Irez 
land 


Books ſold by 


land ; delivered to his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond, | P 
Lord Lieutenant of-Ir eland, t 
the 13th.Febr. 1662.in the a 


Preſence-Chamber in the |t 


Caltle in Dublin. 27. 
| ec 
Ofavo's. ..7 Io 

| ic 


* Redemption of Time, | 1 
the Duty and Wiſdom of | 
Chriſtians in evil days ; or a 
Pra&ical Diſcourſe concers | o/ 
ning the Improvement bf | tc 
Precious Time,by JohnWade:: | cc 
"The great evil-of-Procra- | ta 
ſination, ortheſinfalnefs' &:-] ec 
danger of deferring Repen- | w 
a in ſundry Difcourſes, br 
by Anthony Walker. D: D. 


Say 


Nathaniel Ranevvy. 


Say on; or a ſeaſonable 
Plea for a full Hearing bee 
tween Man and Man. And 
2 ſerious Plea for the like 


> | Hearing between God and 


Man, in a Sermon preach- 
ed at (helmsford in Eſſex at 


' [che General Afſize, holden 


forthe ſaid County, July 8th. 
1678. by Anthony Walker 
LD. £L 

Fax fonte Accenſa, Fire out 
of Water:Or an Endeavour 
to kndle Devorion from the 


conſideration of the Founs 
tainsGod hath made,de{ign- 


| ed for the benefit of thoſe, 


who uſe the Warers,of Tun- 


bridge Wells, the Bath, Epſom, 


| Scarborough, ( higwel , Aſtrop, 


Northal, 


Books ſold by 
Northal, Barnet, Dullage, 1/-| . 
lington, in two Sermons with |]! 
Meditations, Prayers, and 
Thanksgivings ſuited to the 
occaſion, by Anthony Walker 
D. D. 
= A worthyCommunicant, | 

or a Treatiſe ſhewing the 
due order of receiving the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Sup» |, 
per : By Jeremiah Dyke. 
The way to Salvation, 
or the Doctrine of Life E- 
ternal ; laid down from ſez | 
veral Texts of Scripture, 0- 
pened and applyed ; fitted | 
ro the capacity of the mea- 
neſt Chriſtian, and uſeful 
for all Families, by Jebn 
Hieron. | | 
| Solitude 


NathanielRanew. 


/, | Solitude improved by Di- 
4 [vine Medication, or a Trea- 
q {ſe proving the Duty , de- 
\« [monſtrating the Neceſlity, 
ox (Excellency, Uſefulneſs, Nas 
| [rure, Kinds, and Requilites 
+ ſof Divine Medication : Firſt, 
« fntended for a Perſon of Ho- 
pour , and now publiſhed 
\, for general uſe, by Nathanaet 
* [Ranew, ſometime Miniſter of 
Felſted in Efſex. 

"| Moral Virtues Baptized 
. Chriſtian, or the Ncceſlity 
_ of Morality among Chrifti- 
4 þns , by YVVillam Shelton of 
_ [Burſted Magna in Ffſex. 
1] The Burning of Londonin 
[the year ' 1666. Comme- 
morated and Improved in a 


hundred' 


Books ſold by 


dred and ten- Meditations ſo1 
and Contemplations, by Sa: 
muel Rolle Miniſter of the 
Gotpel, and ſometime Fel" 
fer of Trinity Colledge in de 
( ambridge. PP 
Natural Theology , or 
the Knoyyledge I God W. 
from the Works ot Creati- E; 
on ; Accomodated and Imy Bi 
proved to-. the Service off , 
Chriſtianity , by Matthew th 
Barker. - I 
Chriſt and. the  Coves 
nant,the Work-and' Way of A 
Meditation ; God's en: b) 
to the Soul or Nation, rage-|.. 
ther with bis preventing ſ 
Mercy ; Delivered in 'Ten|* 
Sermons by Y/illam Bridge, |©* 


{otnes-. 


Nathanael Ranew. 


n;( ſometime Miniſter of Yar 
da mouth 
hel The Sinfulneſs of Sin , 
-].Jand the Fulneſs of Chriſt ; 
in|delivered in two Sermons 
[Þy the ſame Author. 
or] The Vanity of the World, 
»d [with other Sermons, by 
tilEgekiel Hopkins, now Lord 
[Biſhop of London-Derry. 
ofl | The Soul's Aſcention in 
-p|the ſtate of Separation, by 
Iſaac Loeffs. 
e-| An Explication of the 
of{ Aſſemblies leflerCatechiſm, 
-n(Þy Samuel YVinney. 
6.| ter Boreale, with other 
fele& Poems; being an ex- 
a&t Colletion of all hither- 
» [to extant, and ſome added, 
never 
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' never before Printed , . by c 
Robert //id D. D. * 
A Synopſis of Quake-F, 
riſm,or a Colle&ion of the , 
Fundamental Errors of the 
Quakers, by Thomas Danſon, 

A Poetical Meditation , 
wherein the uſefulneſs, Ex- 
cellency, and ſeveral per- 
fetions of Holy Scriptures 
are briefly hinted, by Johu| 
(lerk. 


Iw 
Twelves, . I|& 


Correction, Inftruftion, 5 
or a Treatiſe of Affliction, |. 
firſt conceived by way 0 7, 
private Meditation , after 
wards digeſted into ſeveral 


Sermons, 


Nathaniel Ranew. 


YISermons, .and now publiſh- 
{for the help and comfort of 
"humble ſuffering Chriſtians : 
Iby Thomas Caſe. 
| Thepoor doubting Chri- 
"*[ſtian, drawn to Chriſt , by 
' »} Thomas Hooker of New-Eng- 
Jlard. | 
Ovids Metamorphoſis in En- 
1 ; gliſh verſe,by George Sandy's. 
"| Efops Fable, in Proſe 
with Cuts. | 
The Principles of Chri- 
Rian Religion, with a brief 
.|Mcthod of the Doctrine 
>] thereof, Correted and En- - 
VIlarged by the Reverend 
> James ſher Arch-biſhop of 


"l Armarzh. 
al Armagh 
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Books fold by Nath.Ranew. 
Teſtamentum ; buic editiont om 
nia Difficiliorum vocabulorur 
Tbemata, que m Georgu Pa 

ſoris Lexico Grammatice reſol 
vuntur in Margine appoſuit Ca 
rolus Hoole ; in eorum ſcilice 
gratiam qui primi Grece Lingud 

Tyrocinia faciunt. 

Aurea Legenda , or Apo 
rhegms, Sentences &Sayings 
of many wile and Learned 
men, uſeful for all ſorts of 
perſons , colle&ted out ol 


many Eminent Authors,by 
Samuel (lark. 


FINIYS. 


